
Historic National Road - Indiana
Travelers along Indiana's National
Historic Road will see landscapes
marked by the heyday of the 1840s to
1940s. Historic villages with traditional
Main Streets give way to fields and
pastures. From Federal-style 'Pike
Towns' and Victorian streetcar
neighborhoods to drive-ins and stainless
steel diners, follow the migration of the
nation.

Length: 156 miles / 249.6 km

Time
to
Allow:

Take three hours to drive
the byway or six hours to
enjoy stops along the way.

Local Information
Indiana National Road Association
765-478-3172

Visitor Services
Fees
There are no fees along the byway proper.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Visitors to rural portions of the byway will not find sidewalks for pedestrians
or many shoulders specifically designated for bicycles. However, in rural
portions of the byway where traffic is often not heavy, bicyclists and
pedestrians can travel many stretches of the route in relative safety and
comfort. Sidewalks are found in most towns and cities along the byway, but
users should be aware of urban traffic. Some sections of the road parallel or
cross local multi-use trails, such as the Cardinal Greenway in Richmond, the
Pennsy Trail in Greenfield, the Canal in Indianapolis and the Historic National
Road Trail in Terre Haute. The byway also travels near places that offer
attractive pedestrian environments, such as the Hayes Arboretum in
Richmond, or Circle Center Mall and the White River State Park in
Indianapolis. Many of the smaller downtowns have a historic character
conducive to browsing and "antiquing." Busier intersections along the byway
are signalized, offering pedestrians and bicyclists better crossing opportunities
than unsignalized locations. Some crosswalks in urban areas could receive
treatments to further improve pedestrian travel.
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Camping
Camping is available at: Big Bear Campground, Deer Ridge Camping Resort,
Doc-O-Lake, Grandpa's Farm Campground, and the KOA Kampground.
Food
The Historic National Road can offer visitors a choice of everything from five-
star restaurants to local cafes. In the smaller villages outside the metropolitan
areas, new dining opportunities are mixing with traditional local fare such as
the famous "tenderloin" -- a staple Hoosier sandwich and a must for any first-
time visitor.
Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
There is an authoritative information center along this byway.

Lodging
Lodging facilities along the Historic National Road include everything from
budget to luxury accommodations. Outside Indianapolis there is a growing
number of bed and breakfasts.
Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
The National Road is well known for its antique galleries. Nearly every town
along the route has a boutique or two.

Special Considerations
Passenger vehicles are easily accommodated along this byway. The well-surfaced, wide,
and generally straight highway is easily used by any automobile. It serves as a primary
route across the entire state. As such, it can accommodate tour buses and recreational
vehicles with ease. Wide shoulders, the relatively straight road, and parking arrangements
at some restaurants provide needed bus facilities.

Restrictions
As a primary east/west route through Indiana, the road experiences no seasonal
accessibility limitations.
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Seasons
Best Time to Drive

In the spring, flowers like poppies, irises, and wildflowers are spread along the
roadside. Black locust trees and redbuds are also in bloom. During the fall,
community festivals occur all along the route in September and October.

High Season
Spring and Fall

Map and Directions
Standard Map - Western Section
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Standard Map - Eastern Section
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Standard Map - Middle Section

Legend:

Driving Directions
The Historic National Road in Indiana runs east to west from Richmond, Indiana, near
the Ohio border to West Terre Haute, Indiana, near the Illinois border. It is most often
associated with US Route 40.

• To get to the byway, it is important to note that I-70 intersects the National Road
at the Indiana-Ohio border.

• The old National Road Welcome Center at that junction makes this a logical
starting point for visitors.

• Within cities, the road may acquire other names, or become part of a one-way
pair, but the Historic National Road in the Hoosier State is signed as US 40 for
most of its 156-mile length.

• Within Indianapolis, the Historic National Road is called Washington Street
(note: U.S. 40 follows I-465 around Indianapolis).
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• Also note that at the western end of the byway, I-70 intersects with the Historic
National Road just west of Terre Haute, also providing a logical starting point for
visitors at the Indiana Welcome Center.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Indianapolis, IN (1 miles / 1.61 km, 1 minute)

Start: US-40 exit from I-465, Indianapolis, IN
N 39.750° W 86.259° [?]

Directions:

• Take Exit 46 off I-465 on the east
side of Indianapolis or Exit 12 off
I-465 on the west side of
Indianapolis to enter the byway.

Richmond, IN (On the byway)

Start: US-40 exit from I-70, Richmond, IN
N 39.833° W 84.820° [?]

Directions:

• US-40 Exit from I-70 where you
enter the byway. It is the first exit
into Indiana from Ohio (or the last in
Indiana depending on direction of
travel).

Terre Haute, IN (1 miles / 1.61 km, 1 minute)

Start:
Intersection of US-40 and US-41, Terra
Haute, IN
N 39.465° W 87.414° [?]

Directions:

• Take Exit 1 off I-70 to enter the
byway. It is the first exit into Indiana
from Illinois (or the last in Indiana
depending on direction of travel).
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Road Trip:
A Complete Tour of the Indiana National Road
Departure: Richmond Historic District, Indiana

Destination: Terre Haute, Indiana

Time to allow: 3 days

The National Road tells a vivid story of America's growth and expansion along what was
our first national highway. The road and its communities symbolize the story of western
migration and settlement in six states and beyond. Traveling from the western border of
Ohio to the eastern border of Illinois, the National Road affords a variety of experiences
for the traveler: rural beauty, small town charm and the bustle of an exemplary
contemporary city. Historic villages with traditional main streets and fine architecture are
interspersed with Indiana's agriculture landscape.

Day 1
• Start: Richmond Historic District

Visit the National Register Historic District and see unique shops, dine at
restaurants and explore a fascinating collection of local museums. Richmond also
boasts the Indiana Football Hall of Fame. For a little nature, walk among old
growth forests at the Hayes Regional Arboretum or smell the roses at the All
American Rose Garden, located in Glen Miller Park.

• Stop 1: Antique Alley

From previous stop: 57 minutes / 33 mi (52.8 km)
Directions: Between Richmond and Knightstown along US

40.
Suggested time at this
stop:

45 minutes

As you leave Richmond on US 40 W, keep an eye out during the next 33 miles.
This strip of road has been dubbed Antique Alley, because there are over 900
antique deals plying their trade in and between each community along the route.
Take a break from sitting in the car to take a look at some of these fascinating
antique stores.
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• Stop 2: Centerville

From
previous
stop:

12 minutes / 5.8 mi (9.3 km)

Directions: Go north on US 27 and turn left onto E. Main St. Turn left onto
US 40 going southwest. The road will curve to go west. Follow
US 40 W for 5 miles, until you get to Centerville.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

Centerville is one of the historic highway's most intact and quaint National Road-
era pike towns. Look at the exquisite architecture that put Centerville on the
National Register of Historic Places. Eat lunch at one of the area's several high-
quality local restaurants, or spend the night at an award-winning Bed and
Breakfast. For antiquing enthusiasts, Centerville is home to the world's largest
antique mall, just several blocks north of the National Road.

• Stop 3: Huddleston Farmhouse Inn Museum

From previous
stop:

14 minutes / 9.33 mi (14.9 km)

Directions: Go west on US 40 for 9.3 miles, until you get to Cambridge
City. You will see the museum on your right.

Suggested time
at this stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

Huddleston Farmhouse Inn Museum is a restored National Road-era inn and
farm. The museum displays the way of life of an early Hoosier farm family and
records the experiences of westward travelers who stopped for food and shelter.
Stop in Cambridge City to shop at unique historic buildings that are home to
diverse shops and local eateries.
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• End: Knightstown

From previous
stop:

31 minutes / 19.04 mi (30.5 km)

Directions: Go west on US 40 and follow it for 19 miles, until you get
to Knightstown.

Visitors can enjoy Knightstown's significant collection of 19th and 20th century
architecture. The Knightstown has large sections of town listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. Today the traveler can visit four antique malls, a
nationally known coppersmith and stay in one of two bed and breakfasts. Also
available is the Big Four Railroad Scenic Tour or you can golf at the local golf
club.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 67.17 miles / 107.5 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 54 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 3 hours 45 minutes

Day 2
• Stop 1: Greenfield

From
previous
stop:

21 minutes / 12.9 mi (20.6 km)

Directions: Go south on N. Jefferson St. and turn right into US 40 going
west. Follow this road for 12.9 miles, until you reach Green
field.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

1 hour

James Whitcomb Riley's Old Home and Museum on the National Road in
Greenfield tells the story of the 'Hoosier poet' and allows the traveler to
experience his life and community with guided tours. The small town atmosphere
is shown through the numerous shops and restaurants to satisfy the traveler.
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• Stop 2: Irvington
From previous stop: 30 minutes / 16.2 mi (25.9 km)
Directions: Go west on US 40 for 16.2 miles, until you reach

Irvington.
Suggested time at this
stop:

30 minutes

The classic 1870's Indianapolis suburb on the city's east side was developed as a
traveler's get away. Today the 'get away' has been swallowed by the city but
retains its stately architecture and peaceful winding cul-de-sac's. Irvington recalls
turn-of-the-century progressive design principals and allows the modern visitor a
glimpse into the city's 19th century development.

• End: Downtown Indianapolis

From previous
stop:

13 minutes / 4.4 mi (7.0 km)

Directions: Go west on US 40 for 4.4 miles, until you get to
Indianapolis.

The very center of Indiana's National Road is also its state capitol. Downtown
Indianapolis offers a growing array of activities and amenities. The state's best
shopping is located at the Circle Center Mall--a unprecedented historic
preservation development that incorporates building facades from the city's past
into a state-of-the-art mall experience. Indianapolis also offers gourmet dining,
an active nightlife and a sports scene. Also available are the Indiana Statehouse,
the Indianapolis Zoo, the Eiteljorg Museum of American and Indian Art, and the
Whitewater State Park.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 33.5 miles / 53.6 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 4 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 1 hour 30 minutes
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Day 3
• Stop 1: Plainfield

From previous stop: 29 minutes / 14 mi (22.4 km)
Directions: Go west in US 40 for 14 miles, until you get to

Plainfield.
Suggested time at this
stop:

40 minutes

Automobile culture has swallowed the early National Road but here in Plainfield
the story of US 40 can still be seen. See motels and gas stations remain from the
early days interspersed with the sprawl and development of the modern city.
Enjoy a meal at The Diner, which stands as a remnant from the early days of
travel. The stainless steel cafe has an atmosphere reminiscent of the '40s.

• Stop 2: Brazil

From previous stop: 1 hour / 40.91 mi (65.5 km)
Directions: Go west on US 40 and follow it for 40.8 miles, until

you reach Brazil.
Suggested time at
this stop:

35 minutes

Brazil's Meridian St. is a classic example of how the historic highway promoted
the growth of communities along its length. The town is also full of curios and
collectibles for travelers.

• End: Terre Haute

From previous
stop:

24 minutes / 16 mi (25.6 km)

Directions: Go west in US 40 and follow it for 16 miles, until you
reach Terre Haute.

Terre Haute is a community that offers historic points of interest and cultural
experiences of various kinds. For science and technology stop by the Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology or take the kids to the Children's Science and
Technology Museum, which has rooms full of hands-on learning displays and
special exhibits. To commune with nature, visit Dobbs Park or wander the woods
of the St. Mary-of-the-Woods College campus. If you like museums there are
three to pick from: the Native American Museum, the Sheldon Swope Art
Museum, or the museum at Larry Bird's Boston Connection.
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Totals for Day 3

Total Distance Traveled: 70.91 miles / 113.5 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 53 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 1 hour 15 minutes
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