
Alaska's Marine Highway
Experience Alaska's Marine Highway
by ferry along over 3,500 miles of
scenic coastal routes. Explore the 33
communities served by the byway, each
with a different flavor of Alaskan
indigenous and modern culture,
fascinating history, and great scenery.
See whales, glaciers, rare birds, and sea
lions from the deck.

Length: 3500 miles / 5600.0 km

Time
to
Allow:

There are possibilities for
one-day excursions, two- to
five-day itineraries, or see
the entire byway over the
course of several weeks.

Local Information
Alaska Marine Highway System
907-228-7255
907-465-3941
Send E-mail
Alaska Maritime
907-235-6546
Send E-mail
Alaska's Marine Highway -
Reservations
907-465-8827

Visitor Services
Fees
Check with the Alaska Marine Ferry for up-to-date prices.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
All ferries accommodate bicycles and walk-on travelers. All vehicles must be
parked on the car deck. Access to the deck is prohibited while under way
except for escorted trips, periodically announced by the purser, between
Bellingham and Ketchikan and on cross-gulf trips. You also have access to
your vehicle while the vessel is in port. Bicycles, kayaks and very small boats
(inflatables under 100 pounds) will be charged at the "Alternate Means of
Conveyance" rate. If the boat exceeds 100 pounds, it will be charged at the
"Vehicles to 10 feet" rate. Larger boats must be on a trailer and will be
charged the appropriate amount by length. AMCs are limited to one per
customer and are not allowed to be shipped unaccompanied.
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Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
Hot meals, snacks and beverages are available for purchase on all vessels.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
The byway provides information three ways. First, scheduling and community
information is provided at the Marine Highway
[website](http://www.ferryalaska.com) and the Alaska Scenic Byways
[website](http://www.alaska.gov/scenic). Second, most terminals contain good
information on the port. Third, each vessel is equipped with information:
kiosks, brochures, maps, wildlife information, and information on the routes.
During the summer, ships also have trained, on-board federal interpreters.
Lodging
* Cabins are available on some ferries, most with a private bath. * Passengers
without cabins will find recliner chairs or spaces to roll out sleeping bags. *
Pillows and blankets may be rented on most sailings.
Phone
Ship-to-shore radio telephone service is available for emergency use only.

Restrooms
Public showers are available on most vessels.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
All Marine Highway vessels are equipped to accommodate any type of passenger vehicle
including bicycles, motorcycles, two-wheel drive cars, RVs and tour buses. Passengers
can also be 'walk-ons' without a vehicle. Where travelers intend to disembark with their
vehicles, the road conditions vary from four lane interstates to packed-gravel country
roads. All ports, with the exception of three very small communities, have roads that can
accommodate a two-wheel drive vehicle in their community. Not all communities have
roadways that link to the rest of America.
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Restrictions
Smoking is limited to outer decks.
There are no restrictions on the types of vehicles that are allowed along this route.
U.S. citizens traveling to Canada should be aware of new International Travel
restrictions. As of February 2007, US citizens must present their US passport in order to
re-enter the United States.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

One can best experience the byway between May and September when the days are
long, the wildlife is abundantly visible, and the weather is mild.

High Season
The most crowded months on the Alaska Marine Highway are July and August.

Off Season
The ferry runs throughout the year. The only limitation during the winter months is
the frequency of trips to some communities is reduced. This is specified in the
Marine Highway schedule.

Winter
While the Alaska's Marine Highway functions throughout the year, the number of
sailings to the more remote locations does decrease in the winter. The ferry sailing
schedule provides a clear picture of the sailing frequencies throughout the year.
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Map and Directions
Standard Map - Inside Passage Section

America's Byways
Alaska's Marine Highway

Page 4 of 12



Standard Map - Kodiak and the Aleutians Section
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Standard Map - Prince William and Kenai Section

Legend:

Driving Directions
The byway is strictly ferry routes between ports. The byway consists of 33 ports in
Alaska, Canada, and Washington. The following is a list of ports (all in Alaska unless
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otherwise noted): Metlakatla, Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Kake, Sitka, Angoon,
Tenakee, Hoonah, Pelican, Gustavus, Juneau, Haines, Skagway, Yakutat, Cordova,
Tatitlek, Valdez, Whittier, Chenega Bay, Seldovia, Homer, Port Lions, Kodiak, Chignik,
Sand Point, King Cove, Cold Bay, False Pass, Akutan, Unalaska, Prince Rupert (BC),
and Bellingham (WA).

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Anchorage, AK (75 miles / 120.70 km, 2 hours)

Start:
Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport
(ANC)
N 61.175° W 149.978° [?]

Directions:

Before you start, check the schedule for the
Whittier Tunnel. You may not make the ferry
in Whittier if you do not reach the tunnel
when it is open. Be aware foot and bike
travel is prohibited through the tunnel, and
there are vehicle restrictions as well.

• Head west on W International
Airport Rd toward Postmark Dr.

• Make a U-turn at Postmark Dr.
• Turn right onto the Minnesota Dr. S

ramp to Seward Hwy S.
• Merge onto Minnesota Dr.
• Continue on O'Malley Rd.
• Turn right onto the Seward Hwy. S

ramp.
• Merge onto AK-1 S/Seward Hwy.
• Continue on Seward Highway to

Portage Glacier Road.
• Take Portage Glacier Road east to

Whittier. You will enter the Anton
Anderson Memorial Tunnel shortly
after the Placer Creek Bridge in
Whittier.

• The Tunnel leads directly to the
Whittier Terminal.

Junction
with
byway:

Whittier Terminal
N 60.778° W 148.669° [?]
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Juneau, AK (5 miles / 8.05 km, 15 minutes)

Start: Juneau International Airport
N 58.302° W 134.420° [?]

Directions:

• Exit from the Juneau International
Airport onto AK-7 west.

• Continue on AK-7 west to Auke
Bay and Auke Bay Terminal.

Junction
with byway:

Auke Bay Terminal
N 58.383° W 134.662° [?]

Seattle, WA (100 miles / 160.93 km, 2 hours 30 minutes)

Start: Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA)
N 47.451° W 122.296° [?]

Directions:

• From the airport exit, take WA-99
north to WA-518/I-405.

• Take WA-518 east to I-5.
• Take I-5 north through Seattle to

Exit 250 in Bellingham.
• Take Exit 250 west onto Old

Fairhaven Parkway.
• Turn left (west) onto Harris Ave and

continue to the waterfront and the
ferry terminal.

Junction
with
byway:

Fairhaven (Bellingham) Cruise Terminal
N 48.722° W 122.513° [?]
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Road Trip:
Anchorage to Kodiak Nature Excursion
Departure: Anchorage, Alaska

Destination: Anchorage, Alaska

Time to allow: 4 days

This four-day trip begins in Anchorage where you board the Alaska Railroad bound for
Seward where you board the ferry for Kodiak. Enjoy cultural, natural and educational
stops in Kodiak. See marine life, coastal scenery, and take a flightseeing trip to view the
Kodiak brown bear. Fly back to Anchorage.

Day 1
• Start: Anchorage

• Navigation: Alaska Railroad
From previous stop: same location

Take the 11:45 p.m. train on the Alaska Railroad from Anchorage to Seward and
enjoy the mountainous, rugged scenery of the Kenai Peninsula.

• End: Seward

From previous stop: same location
Seward is a historic community on the Kenai Peninsula. It has a historic
downtown and provides access by boat to the Kenai Fjords National Park. A
main attraction is the SeaLife Center.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 0 miles / 0.0 km
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Total Travel Time: 0 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 0 minutes

Day 2
• Stop 1: Seward and Sealife Center

From previous stop: 1 minute
Directions: Just get off the train and walk around Seward
Suggested time at this stop: 2 hours

The SeaLife Center provides a great overview of the marine wildlife and
ecosystems in the region and how humans are learning about these ecosystems.
Understand the marine wildlife found along this portion of the Marine Highway.
This adds much to the appreciation of the upcoming sailing to Kodiak. Take a
guided tour of Kenai Fjords National Park to understand glaciation, geology and
the land based ecosystems seen from the Marine Highway. Get up close to
calving glaciers and wildlife.

• End: Viewing the Scenery Onboard the Ship
From previous stop: 1 minute / 0.5 mi (0.8 km)
Directions: Board at the city dock in downtown Seward

This 'stop' is the experience of sailing from Seward to Kodiak. The scenery is
relaxing and wonderful. See marine wildlife, volcanoes and more glaciers. Enjoy
dinner on board and meet both fellow visitors and locals. Attend workshops
hosted by the on-board interpreter. The experience of sleeping on board a ship is
just plain fun. Wake up refreshed and enjoy the scenery. Once in Kodiak stroll
the Harbor Walk and learn about the fishing industry from the interpretive panels
along the harbor and by talking with fishermen. Learn about the different types
of boats, gear and fishing techniques. Watch the boats unload their catch and tour
a seafood plant. Enjoy a local seafood dinner. Kodiak has the second largest
fishing fleet in the Nation behind Unalaska and fishing culture has shaped this
community. Set up a tent and camp out on the deck or spend the night in one of
the ship's rooms.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 0.5 miles / 0.8 km
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Total Travel Time: 2 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 2 hours

Day 3
• Stop 1: Learning about Native Cultures

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Just get off the ship and walk around Kodiak.
Suggested time at this stop: 3 hours

On the island of Kodiak, a must-see is the Alutiiq Cultural Museum and
Archaeological Repository. This facility provides fascinating insights into the
Native Alutiiq culture. Visit Holy Resurrection Russian Orthodox Church, the
Veniaminov Museum, and the Baranof Museum to learn about Early Russian
influence in this area and Kodiak's role as the Capital of Russian America.
Kodiak provides a fascinating insight into Alutiiq culture and the blending of
Russian, Scandinavian and American influences. Spend the afternoon on a
fishing charter targeting either halibut or salmon surrounded by spectacular
scenery. Fishing is the primary industry of the area and fishing culture shapes
many port communities.

• End: Kodiak Island

From previous
stop:

1 hour / 30 mi (48.0 km)

Directions: Charter service to the Refuge is available from downtown
Kodiak.

Kodiak Island is the first island stop on the voyage to Southwest Alaska and the
Aleutian Chain. This area holds a major commercial fishing operation, and is
home to the award-winning Alutiiq Museum and Archaeological Repository.
Other options while in Kodiak include: freshwater or deep sea sport fishing, bear
viewing excursions, hiking, sea kayaking, self-guided walking and driving tours,
and Fort Abercrombie State Historical Park.

Totals for Day 3

Total Distance Traveled: 30 miles / 48.0 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour

Total Stopping Time: 3 hours
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Day 4
• End: Anchorage

From previous stop: 51 minutes
Directions: Take an evening flight back to Anchorage.

Totals for Day 4

Total Distance Traveled: 0 miles / 0.0 km

Total Travel Time: 51 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 0 minutes
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