byways.org

Copper Country Trall

Pure copper! In Michigan's northern
wilderness you will find the legacy of a
mining boom that produced over ten
billion pounds of copper that assisted a
nationOs growth. Today, the story of the
Copper Country is told in the historic
downtowns, mine shafthouses, and
through the history of the people.

Length: 47 miles/75.2 km

Time Take 60 minutes to drive the

to byway one-way or two to
Allow: four days to see the entire
byway.

Local Information

Keweenaw Convention & Visitor
Bureau

1-888-646-6784

906-337-4579

Send E-mail

Keweenaw National Historical
Park

906-337-3168

Send E-mail

Keweenaw Peninsula Chamber of
Commerce

906-482-5240

866-304-5722

Send E-mail
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Copper Country Trall

Visitor Services

Fees
No fees are required to drive the byway.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities

There is a four-foot-wide paved shoulder on both sides of the Copper Country
Trail suitable for both pedestrians and cyclists. However, bicyclists must use
caution when attempting to ride Brockway Mountain drive, as the roadway is
narrow and the grades are extremely steep.

Camping

There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information

The following locations offer a collection of materials including visitor guides,
maps, and event and lodging information to enrich a travelers visit to the
Keweenaw Peninsula: * Keweenaw Chamber of Commerce * Quincy Unit -
Keweenaw NHP * Calumet Unit - Keweenaw NHP * Keweenaw Convention
& Visitors Bureau * Copper Harbor Visitors Center

Lodging

There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms

Public restrooms can be found in all of the following locations: * Keweenaw
Chamber of Commerce * Quincy Unit - Keweenaw NHP * Calumet Unit -
Keweenaw NHP * Keweenaw Convention & Visitors Bureau * Copper
Harbor Visitors Center

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.
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Restrictions
US 41 is extremely well maintained. Even during the heaviest snowfalls, the road is
seldom closed for more than a few hours.

However, Brockway Mountain Drive, a spur of the Copper Country Trail, is not plowed
during the winter months. This 9.5-mile drive is accessible by cross-country skis or
snowmobile during this time.

Seasons

Best Time to Drive
Fall adds rich color to the traveler's experience, bringing a surreal feel to the historic
landscape.

High Season
Travelers to the CCT will find that they leave crowds and heavy traffic behind when
they come for a visit. Summer and fall seasons are most popular.

Map and Directions
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Driving Directions
From Portage Lake Lift Bridge to Fort Wilkins

¥ The Copper Country Trail begins at the Portage Lake Lift Bridge, the only road
access to the Keweenaw Peninsula.

¥ From the bridge, travel north on US-41 along the Keweenaw Peninsula
approximately 47 miles to Copper Harbor, the site of restored Fort Wilkins.

Getting to the Byway

. Nearby cities

Duluth, MN (216 miles / 347.62 km, 5 hours 7 minutes)

MN *
_ ® US-53 southeastbound, Duluth, MN ®
Start: ) ] M
N.46.765iW. 92.118i[?]
¥ Take US-53 southeast to Amnicon "
Falls, WI.
¥ Get on US-2 and go east to
Wakefield, MI.
Directions: ¥ Take MI-28 east to Bruce Crossing.
¥ Get on US-45 and go north to
MI-26.
¥ Follow MI-26 northeast to US-41 in
Houghton where the byway begins.
Junction * Intersection of MI-26 and US-41
with N 47.126{W 88.575i[?]
byway:
Green Bay, WI (209 miles / 336.35 km, 4 hours 36 minutes)
MN *
Start: ® US-141 northbound, Green Bay, WI "
' N.44.524;W 88.017i[?]
Directions: ¥ Take US-141 north through "
' Covington, MI. O
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¥ Continue on US-41 to Houghton
where the byway begins.

Junction with % Intersection of MI-26 and US-41
byway: N 47.126;W 88.575i[?]
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Road Trip:
Weekend Getaway on the Copper Country Trail

Departure: Keweenaw National Historical Park: Quincy Unit, Michigan
Destination:  Eagle Harbor Lighthouse and Museums, Michigan

Time to allow: 2 days

Discover the story of copper in the Keweenaw! This short trip will take you back in time
as you visit museums, former mining communities, and a national historic park. On the
Copper County Trail, the history of mining unfolds before your eyes!

Day 1
¥ Start: Keweenaw National Historical Park: Quincy Unit

Your journey begins at the uniqgue Keweenaw National Historic Park.

Unlike other National Parks, Keweenaw National Historical Park is

made up of two disjoined main units as well as several privately-owned
Keweenaw Cooperating Sites. At this, the first of the two main units, take time to
explore this designated National Historic Landmark District, including the
Quincy Mine Hoist and Museum grounds. View the world's largest steam hoist
and then take the scenic cog rail tram to the underground copper mine tour!
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¥ Stop 1:Keweenaw National Historical Park: Calumet Unit

From 12 minutes / 11ni (17.6km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Drive north on US 41. When you enter the Village of Calumet
look to your right at the US 41 / M 26 intersection for the
Keweenaw Convention and Visitor's Bureau. The Keweenaw
National Historical Park Headquarters is located on Red Jacket
Road just a few blocks north of M 26 to the left off US 41.

Suggested 4 hours
time at
this stop:

When you are finished exploring how miners worked, it's time to see how they
lived. The Calumet Unit of the Keweenaw National Historic Park encompasses
the core industrial area of the city of Calumet as well as downtown Calumet.
When you first arrive, be sure to stop at the Keweenaw National Historical Park
Headquarters or Keweenaw Convention and Visitor's Bureau for information.
From there take the Walking Tour of Calumet's Historic Business District and
the Walking Tour of Calumet's Industrial Core. After the walking tour, stop in
and tour the inside of the historic Calumet Theater, built in 1900. Also be sure to
spend some time in the numerous museums such as the Keweenaw Heritage
Center at St. Anne's, Coppertown USA, and the Upper Peninsula Fire Fighters
Memorial Museum.
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¥ End: Laurium Manor Inn

From 5 minutes / 1.4ni (2.2km)

previous

stop:

Directions: From Calumet, follow US 41 northeast until you reach Depot
Street. Turn right onto Depot St. and follow it southeast. After a
short distance, Depot St. becomes 3rd St. Continue following it
south east until you reach Tamarack Street. Turn right onto
Tamarack St. and follow it until you reach Laurium Manor Inn.

After a day of exploring the history of the Keweenaw, step back in time yourself
with a night at the Laurium Manor Inn, a victorian bed and breakfast. Once
known as the Thomas H. Hoatson House, the Laurium Manor Inn is the largest
and most opulent mansion in the Western Upper Peninsula and represents the
lifestyle common to the wealthy mine owners in the Keweenaw at the turn-of-
the-century. Now restored, the manor serves as a bed and breakfast with ten
guest rooms furnished and decorated in Victorian style.

Totals for Day 1
Total Distance Traveled: 12.4 miles / 19.8 km
Total Travel Time: 17 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 4 hours

Day 2

¥ Navigation: Keweenaw National Historical Park: Calumet Unit

From 5 minutes / 1.4ni (2.2km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Follow Tamarack Street and turn left onto 3rd Street, following it
northwest. After a short distance 3rd St. becomes Depot St.
Continue following until you reach US 41. Turn left onto US 41
and follow it back to Calumet.

After a restful night and a delicious breakfast at the Laurium Manor Inn, return to
Calumet and US 41 for the next leg of your journey.
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¥ Stop 1:Fort Wilkins Historic State Park

From 45 minutes / 3Bni (56.0km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Drive north from Calumet on US 41 until you arrive in Copper
Harbor. Follow US 41 through Copper Harbor and proceed one
mile to the Fort Wilkins Historic State Park entrance.

Suggested 3 hours 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

Once an active US Army base built to keep peace in Michigan's Copper Country,
Fort Wilkins is a well preserved example of mid-19th Century army life on the
northern frontier. Through Fort Wilkins' exhibits, audio/visual programs and

living history interpretation, you can explore the daily routine of military service
and discover the lifeways of another era. While you are at the park, don't miss the
chance to take a boat ride over to Copper Harbor Lighthouse Complex.

¥ Stop 2:Brockway Mountain Drive

From 5 minutes / 0.3ni (0.8km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Follow US 41 one mile back to Copper Harbor and through town
to its junction with M 26. Continue on M 26 until you reach the
eastern end of Brockway Mountain Drive. Turn west onto it.

Suggested 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

When you've seen all that Fort Wilkins has to offer, it's time to begin the return
leg of your journey. This time you will be taking a different path though, as you
for go US 41 for a nine mile scenic drive that runs atop the spine of Brockway
Mountain. Featuring stonework walls and spectacular views of Lake Superior

and the landscape to the south of the Mountain, Brockway Scenic Drive has been
a favorite of visitors since its construction by the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) in 1933. Take the opportunity to view fall colors or a sunset over Lake
Superior. On a clear day, from the top of the mountain you can even see Isle
Royale, 56 miles away.
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¥ End: Eagle Harbor Lighthouse and Museums

From 10 minutes / @ni (9.6 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Turn west on M 26 and travel to Eagle Harbor. The Lighthouse
complex is located just past the public beach on the point behind
a residential area to the right of M 26.

Suggested 2 minutes
time at
this stop:

Finish your journey at Eagle Harbor Lighthouse. Commissioned in 1851 to guide
ships, the original wooden tower was replaced with a redbrick structure in 1871.
Take the tour of the lighthouse before you leave and don't miss the three
museums located on the property. These museums include a maritime museum in
the old fog signal building, a Keweenaw mining museum, and a commercial
fishing museum.

Totals for Day 2
Total Distance Traveled: 42.9 miles / 68.6 km
Total Travel Time: 1 hour 5 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 4 hours 2 minutes
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