
Nebo Loop Scenic Byway
From Nephi to Payson, this route has
breathtaking views of the Wasatch
Range and 11,929-foot Mt. Nebo, its
tallest mountain. See flat bottomlands,
high-alpine conifers, red rock
formations, gray sandstone cliffs and
salt flats all in the same day. Sights
include Devil's Kitchen, Walker Flat
and Mt. Nebo Wilderness.

Length: 37 miles / 59.2 km

Time
to
Allow:

An hour to drive the byway
one-way or a day to enjoy it.

Local Information
Utah Valley Convention and
Visitors Bureau
801-851-2100
800-222-UTAH (8824)
U.S. Forest Service - Uinta
National Forest - Nephi/Payson
area
801-377-5780

Visitor Services
Fees
There are no fees along the byway proper.

Accessibility
The byway also provides national forest recreation that is fully accessible for
people with disabilities. The campgrounds and overlooks are fully accessible,
and the Blackhawk Campground features a horse transfer facility that enables
people with physical challenges to mount and dismount horses with minimal
assistance. The Payson Lakes Campground offers a fully accessible lakeside
nature trail, fishing pier, and beach area. Payson Lakes is the location for the
annual fishing derby for children with disabilities.
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
This byway is a popular destination for both road and mountain bikers. The
route offers 214 miles of paved and dirt roads, 103 miles of trails, and 71,270
acres of roadless areas for visitors to enjoy. Although a formal bicycle lane has
not been designated, cyclists frequently ride the 37-mile loop road. Also, 11
trailheads/pullouts allow mountain bikers to access the 103 miles of trails that
are fully suitable for mountain biking in the surrounding national forest.
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Currently, there are no bicycle lanes or parallel paths, and the shoulder isn't
very wide in most places. During the annual bike races that are held in this
area, sheriff escorts ensure that the cyclists have adequate room to ride.
Pedestrian pathways are not part of the current byway system because the
majority of destinations do not require that pedestrians cross the road, and also
because the shoulders aren't very wide in most areas.
Camping
Camping is available in the Uinta National Forest.
Follow these links to reserveUSA.com to make reservations at nearby
National Forest campgrounds:

• Blackhawk Campground (Uinta National Forest).
• Tinney Flat Campground (Uinta National Forest).
• Payson Lakes Campground (Uinta National Forest).
• Bear Canyon Campground (Uinta National Forest).
• Ponderosa Uinta Campground (Uinta National Forest).

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
Information is available in Payson and in the Uintas National Forest.

Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
Most of the route is somewhat narrow and winding. This means that there isn't much
opportunity to pass slower vehicles, and speed limits average 30 mph.
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A 200-foot long section of the route consists of hairpin curves, so you must slow down to
about 15 mph in order to get around them safely.

Restrictions
Because of heavy snowfall in the winter, the byway is closed to passenger vehicles from
October to the first of June each year. However, Utah State Park employees groom the
road for winter recreation use.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Summer and fall are the best times to drive the byway.

High Season
Most visitors drive the byway during summer days and autumn weekends when the
colors are at their peak.

Winter
Due to annual snowfall, the Nebo Loop is usually closed during the winter months.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Nebo Loop Scenic Byway

Page 4 of 9



Driving Directions
Access the byway in the city of Payson. Take 7th South (Payson Canyon Road) east to
the beginning of the byway (CR-015) in Payson Canyon. Stay on this road for the
duration of the byway, which ends just east of Nephi at UT-132 (Nephi's 1st Street).

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Salt Lake City, UT (59 miles / 94.95 km, 1 hour 10 minutes)

Start:
Intersection of 500 S and 500 W, Salt Lake
City
N 40.758° W 111.905° [?]

Directions:

• Take I-15 south toward Provo.
• Continue south past Provo until you

reach Payson Exit 254. Exit and turn
left onto Payson Main Street (R-77).

• Travel south until Main Street
intersects with 100 North (SR-198).

• Turn left and travel east to 600 East,
then turn right on 600 East. Stay on
this road, which eventually becomes
Canyon Road, and head south to the
entrance to Payson Canyon and the
beginning of the byway.

Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of 800 S and 600 E Payson, UT
N 40.031° W 111.723° [?]

St. George, UT (244 miles / 392.68 km, 3 hours 30 minutes)

Start: Bluff St entrance to I-15 St. George, UT
N 37.082° W 113.582° [?]

Directions:

• Follow I-15 north to Nephi Exit 222.
• Turn left and travel north on Nephi

Main Street (SR-41) to 100 North
(State Route 132).

• Turn right and go east about two
miles to the entrance of the byway
(CR-015) on your left.
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Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of 800 S and 600 E Payson, UT
N 40.031° W 111.723° [?]
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Road Trip:
Nebo Loop Scenic Byway Tour
Departure: Peteetneet Cultural Arts Center and Museum, Utah

Destination: Devil's Kitchen, Utah

Time to allow: 1 day

Take a drive on the Nebo Loop Scenic Byway, winding past steep rocky cliffs and alpine
forest, providing beautiful panoramas of the valleys below. This tour will take you
through many of the scenic features of the byway, so be sure to bring a camera with you.

Day 1
• Start: Peteetneet Cultural Arts Center and Museum

Starting your trip in Payson at the Peteetneet Cultural Arts Center
and Museum. The school was built in 1901 by well-known architect
Richard C. Watkins and consists of a three-story building with a bell
tower and red sandstone accent on red brick walls. Today, it is used
for classes in the fine arts and public meetings and events.

• Stop 1: Payson Lakes Area

From previous
stop:

15 minutes / 7 mi (11.2 km)

Directions: Take County Route 015 south for 7 miles until you reach
the Payson Lakes Day Use Area.

Suggested time at
this stop:

2 hours

Spend a couple of hours at the Payson Lakes Area. Take a leisurely hike along
the shoreline nature trail, and then have a relaxing picnic on one of two beaches.
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• Stop 2: Blackhawk Campground

From previous
stop:

10 minutes / 3.1 mi (5.0 km)

Directions: Continue south on County Road 015 for 3.1 miles until
you reach Blackhawk Campground.

Suggested time
at this stop:

2 hours

Stop at this popular Forest Service campground, which has a horse camping
facility. The area accommodates equestrian users by featuring tie racks, double
wide camping spurs and easy access to the trails.

• Stop 3: Mt. Nebo Loop Scenic Overlooks

From
previous
stop:

3 minutes / 1.3 mi (2.1 km)

Directions: From the campground, it is 1.3 miles to the first overlook, Beaver
Dam Overlook. The last overlook, the Mt. Nebo Overlook, is 11
miles from Beaver Dam Overlook.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

45 minutes

Using mileposts as indicators, follow the byway south and stop at the following
overlooks for a few minutes to take in the scenery. If you brought along a
camera, be sure to capture some pictures.

◦ Beaver Dam Overlook, located at Milepost 11.5
◦ Santaquin Overlook, located at Milepost 16.2
◦ Bald Mountain Overlook, located at Milepost 17.3
◦ Utah Overlook, located at Milepost 18.0
◦ Mt. Nebo Overlook, located at Milepost 22.5
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• End: Devil's Kitchen

From
previous
stop:

10 minutes / 4.1 mi (6.6 km)

Directions: From the Mt. Nebo Overlook, go south on Country Road 015
for 4.1 miles until you reach Devil's Kitchen.

Your last stop is Devil's Kitchen, where eroded layers of red-tinted river gravel
and silt form spires and sharp ridges. The fiery formations stand in brilliant
contrast to the surrounding mountain greenery.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 15.5 miles / 24.8 km

Total Travel Time: 38 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 4 hours 45 minutes

Nebo Loop Scenic Byway

Page 9 of 9

http://byways.org/explore/byways/2012/places/3078

	Nebo Loop Scenic Byway
	byways.org
	Nebo Loop Scenic Byway
	Local Information
	Visitor Services
	Fees
	Accessibility
	Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
	Camping
	Food
	Gasoline
	Information
	Lodging
	Phone
	Restrooms
	Retail
	Special Considerations
	Restrictions
	Seasons

	Map and Directions
	Legend:
	Driving Directions
	Getting to the Byway
	Nearby cities

	Road Trip: Nebo Loop Scenic Byway Tour
	Day 1
	Start: Peteetneet Cultural Arts Center and Museum
	Stop 1: Payson Lakes Area
	Stop 2: Blackhawk Campground
	Stop 3: Mt. Nebo Loop Scenic Overlooks
	End: Devil's Kitchen
	Totals for Day 1



