
Scenic Byway 12
Scenic Byway 12 takes you to the heart
of the American West. This exceptional
124-mile route negotiates an isolated
landscape of canyons, plateaus, and
valleys ranging from 4,000 to 9,000 feet
above sea level. You'll encounter
archaeological, cultural, historical,
natural, recreational, and scenic
qualities while driving this exhilarating
byway.

Length: 124 miles / 198.4 km

Time
to
Allow:

Allow three hours to drive
or three days to experience
the byway.

Local Information
Garfield County Travel Council
800-444-6689
435-676-1160
Send E-mail

Wayne County Travel Council
800- 858-7951
435-425-3930
Send E-mail

Dixie National Forest
435-865-3700

Visitor Services
Fees
Fees at campgrounds and parks along the way

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Scenic Byway 12 offers a paved bicycle path that allows cyclists to pedal
through Red Canyon. Other places along the byway are suitable for cyclists
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although places like the Hogsback have very little shoulder space for cyclists,
and biking them is not encouraged.
Camping
Camping is available in Dixie National Forest, Bryce Canyon National Park,
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument and several State Parks and
Recreation Areas along the route. Private RV parks and campgrounds are also
available in some towns. You can use
[reserveUSA.com](http://www.recreation.gov/
welcome.do?topTabIndex=Home) to make reservations at nearby National
Forest campgrounds: * [Kings Creek
Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/Kings_Creek_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70101&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Dixie National Forest) * [North Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/
camping/North_Campground_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=74065&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Bryce Canyon National Park) * [Sunset
Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/Sunset_Campground_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=74088&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Bryce Canyon National Park) * [Pine Lake
Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/
Pine_Lake_Campground_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70103&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Dixie National Forest) * [Posey Lake
Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/
Posey_Lake_Campground_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70104&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Dixie National Forest) * [Singletree
Campground](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/Singletree_Ut/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70105&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
(Dixie National Forest)
Food
Visitors will find small town cafŽs, smokehouses, and restaurants along the
byway. A few fast food restaurants are available as well.

Gasoline
Gasoline can be found in Panguitch, Torrey, and other towns along the byway.

Information
Informational signs and visitor centers are present for nearly every point of
interest and major pullout on the byway.

Lodging
The majority of motels and hotels will be found at the two ends of the byway
in Panguitch and Torrey. Lodging can also be found in Bryce Canyon,
Escalante, Tropic, Cannonville, and Boulder.
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Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
Everything from gifts and books to groceries and camping gear can be found
in shops and stores along the byway.

Special Considerations
Road Conditions* Several stretches are quite isolated and rugged. * The Hogsback is
very high, narrow, and can be windy. High-profile vehicles should be prepared. * Several
stretches of this road are 12% grades. * The road climbs to 8,000 feet as it crosses
Boulder Mountain. * The road rises and falls in steep switchbacks through Escalante
Canyons and Boulder Mountain. * There are two very short tunnels in the Red Canyon
area.

Be aware of the possibility of encountering bicycle traffic, livestock and wildlife on the
road.

Weather

A dry climate with lots of sunny days is normal for this area of the country. Weather can
change quickly, however, and thunderstorms are common during the summer months.
Daytime temperatures are pleasant in the summer, with generally cool nights. Winter
brings snow to the high country and exceptionally clear skies throughout the area.

Get the Right Information

When planning activities, consider the amount of time to be spent in the area, as well as
the physical condition of the travelers. Consult local visitor centers for maps and current
road and weather conditions. The very nature of this remote and rugged region is
awesome because of its wilderness. Take necessary precautions in exploring the region.

Obtain clear directions, current on-the-ground information, maps, drinking water, and
keep in mind that traveling from one point to the next may take longer than estimated.

GPS-based routing devices should not be trusted when traveling in the area. They often
route travelers onto dirt roads unsuitable for low clearance or long wheelbase vehicles.
Some side roads are impassable when wet due to clay soil composition in the roadbed.
Inquire locally and use a current map to determine the suitability of your planned route
for your type of vehicle.

Restrictions
This road is maintained all year. The Hogsback is very high, narrow, and can be windy.
High-profile vehicles should be prepared.
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Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Spring is the best time of year to explore the lands surrounding the byway.

High Season
Summer is when most travelers visit Bryce Canyon and Capitol Reef. A dry climate
with lots of sunny days is normal for this area of the country. Weather can change
quickly; thunderstorms are common at this time.

Off Season
Winter is the off season where the byway will be less crowded, but just as beautiful.

Shoulder Season
During the winter, many travelers find this area to be a wonderland.

Winter
The Aquarius Plateau/Boulder Mountain road segment gets heavy accumulations of
winter snow, and may be temporarily closed during heavy snowstorms. However,
the road is plowed to allow year-round access.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
From US-89 south of Panguitch, the byway travels through 122 miles of the most varied
scenery in Utah. Beginning in Red Canyon, the byway winds through the northern
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portion of vibrant Bryce Canyon National Park, Dixie National Forest, past Kodachrome
Basin State Park, through the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, Escalante
Canyons, crosses over aspen-covered Boulder Mountain, and ends up Torrey, just five
miles west of Capitol Reef National Park.

The byway is rated one of the top ten Scenic Byways in America by Car and Driver
magazine. Spanning a route of more than 120 miles, the byway travels from west to east
through Garfield and Wayne Counties.

¥ The byway begins at the junction of Hwy 89 and SR-12 (Scenic Byway 12),
seven miles south of Panguitch and eight miles north of Hatch. When you start,
you bisect the beautiful red rock formations of Red Canyon in Dixie National
Forest. Continuing east, the byway passes through spectacular views of a variety
of rock formations. Stone and mud food-storage structures called granaries can
be seen along the route. Visitor centers and businesses along the way have
information about the area.

¥ From Escalante, geographically located near the midpoint of the byway, the road
turns north winding through vast expanses of slickrock country. Along the way
travelers are rewarded with views of the Escalante River, Calf Creek Canyon,
and the Hogsback and Boulder Mountain. At Boulder visitors can get a firsthand
look at life in a prehistoric Native American village at the Anasazi Indian Village
Park.

¥ Continuing north from Boulder, still on SR-12, the road crosses the eastern flank
of Boulder Mountain with spectacular views of Capitol Reef National Park, the
Henry Mountains, Circle Cliffs, and Navajo Mountain on the far side of Lake
Powell. On a clear day travelers can see more than 100 miles into Colorado and
Arizona.

¥ The byway ends at the junction of SR-12 and Hwy 24 in Wayne County. The
town of Torrey is just west of this junction, or travelers can take the nine-mile
drive east to the Capitol Reef National Park Visitor Center.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Denver International Airport (DEN), CO (470 miles /
756.39 km, 8 hours)

Start:
Denver International Airport
N 39.842¡W 104.674¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take I-70 west past Green River,
UT to UT-24.

¥ Turn south onto UT-24 and
continue to Hanksville.
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¥ Stay on UT-24 and continue west
through Capital Reef National Park
to just east of Torrey, UT, and the
junction with UT-12, where the
byway begins.

Junction
with
byway:

Junction of UT-24 and UT-12
N 38.299¡W 111.402¡[?]

Nearby cities

Salt Lake City, UT (251 miles / 403.95 km, 3 hours 55
minutes)

Start:
Intersection of 500 S and 500 W, Salt Lake
City
N 40.758¡W 111.905¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take I-15 south to UT-20 exit.
¥ Follow UT-20 to Bear Valley

Junction.
¥ Take US-89 through Panguitch to

UT-12 where the byway begins.

Junction
with byway:

Intersection of US-89 & UT-12
N 37.750¡W 112.377¡[?]

St. George, UT(126 miles / 202.78 km, 2 hours 10 minutes)

Start:
Bluff St entrance to I-15, St. George
N 37.082¡W 113.582¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take I-15 north to Cedar City.
¥ Get on UT-14 going east to Long

Valley Junction.
¥ Take US-89 north to UT-12

where the byway begins.

Junction with
byway:

Intersection of US-89 & UT-12
N 37.750¡W 112.377¡[?]
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Road Trip:
Scenic Byway 12 - Itinerary starting from Highway 89
Departure: Panguitch, Utah

Destination: Torrey, Utah

Time to allow: 2 days

This guide is for the traveler entering Scenic Byway 12 from the west and starts in the
gateway town of Panguitch, Utah. The route travels through some of the most diverse and
ruggedly beautiful landscapes in America.

Day 1
¥ Start: Panguitch

From Mile 0 on Scenic Byway 12, at the junction of Highway 89,
turn north (right) and travel the seven miles to Panguitch.
Panguitch means "Big Fish" in the Paiute Native American
language and is home to numerous festivals each summer. Check with one of the
many local businesses for the current schedule of events.

¥ Stop 1:Red Canyon

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 11mi (17.6km)

Directions: From Panguitch, take Highway 89 south for 7 miles to the
junction of Highway 89 and Highway 12. Take Highway 12 east
for approximately 4 miles until you reach the Red Canyon Forest
Service Visitor Center.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

The brightly colored rock formations in Red Canyon lead many visitors to think
they are in Bryce Canyon National Park. In fact, Red Canyon is in the Dixie
National Forest. For a close up look at the fantastic hoodoos, take a walk on one
of the trails in Red Canyon.

Stop in the Forest Service Visitor Center in Red Canyon for information
regarding this delightful segment of Scenic Byway 12.
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¥ Stop 2:Bryce Canyon National Park

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 10mi (16.0km)

Directions: From Red Canyon Visitor Center, Bryce Canyon National
Park continues approximately 10 miles east along Highway
12.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

2 hours

Take Highway 63 south for 3 miles to the park entrance. It is best to begin your
tour of Bryce Canyon National Park at the Visitor Center just inside the main
entrance. Here you will find interpretive and other information for planning your
visit to the park. Certainly you will want to see the Bryce Canyon Amphitheatre
from one or more of the spectacular overlooks within the first few miles of the
park.

¥ Stop 3:Mossy Cave Trailhead

From previous
stop:

5 minutes / 3mi (4.8km)

Directions: When you complete your tour of Bryce Canyon return to
Scenic Byway 12 and turn east (right).

Suggested time
at this stop:

1 hour

There is a pullout on the south side of the road where you can park. Have a
picnic and take a short walk from the trailhead to get a glimpse of Water Canyon
and the spectacular pink cliffs in this corner of Bryce Canyon.

The water flowing through this canyon follows an interesting course. In May of
1891 farmers in Tropic completed the Tropic ditch and successfully channeled
water from the East Fork of the Sevier River across the Paunsaugunt Plateau to
their farms and orchards in Bryce Valley. Today the water still flows from the
ditch into the head of this picturesque little canyon. Completion of the Tropic
Ditch marked the first time water was diverted from the Great Basin to the
Colorado River.
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¥ Stop 4:Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Visitor
Center

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 8mi (12.8km)

Directions: From Mossy Cave Trailhead, take Highway 12 south for
approximately 8 miles until you reach the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument Visitor Center.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

30 minutes

The interpretive theme of the Cannonville Visitor Center is the influence of the
landscape on people -- the relationship between people and the land. Exhibits in
the Visitor Center explore how different cultures adapted their lives to this
challenging landscape. The site also provides travel tips, visitor orientation, and
safety information.

¥ End: Cannonville

From previous stop: same location

After visiting the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Visitor Center,
stay overnight in Cannonville, either at one of the town's motels or at a
campground. Or, head back to Bryce Canyon, Torrey, or Tropic for the night for
a larger number of available facilities and rooms, and then continue to the
Kodachrome Basin State Park in the morning.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 32 miles / 51.2 km

Total Travel Time: 50 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 5 hours 30 minutes
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Day 2
¥ Stop 1:Kodachrome Basin State Park

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 7mi (11.2km)

Directions: Go west on Center Street toward Main Street/Kodachrome Drive
for less than 0.1 miles. Turn left onto Main Street and continue to
Kodachrome Drive for 2.3 miles. Kodachrome Drive becomes
ROAD 400 (portions of which are unpaved), but follow for 4.7
miles until you reach Kodachrome Basin State Park.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

1 hour

This is an optional side trip off the Byway. Located nine miles south of
Cannonville on a paved road, Kodachrome Basin State Park is a vividly colored
geologic area made up of numerous spectacular sand pipes or "petrified" geysers.
The picturesque park features a hiking trail system with something for everyone.
Take a short walk on one of the trails and don't forget to bring your camera.

After touring Kodachrome Basin, return to Cannonville and turn right (east) on
Scenic Byway 12.
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¥ Stop 2:Upper Blues Overlook

From
previous
stop:

20 minutes / 14mi (22.4km)

Directions: Take Kodachrome Drive back to Cannonville, then follow
Highway 12 east for approximately 7 miles until you reach
Upper Blues Overlook.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

10 minutes

The eroded badlands of green-gray mudstone and sandstone of the Kaiparowits
Formation known as "The Blues" yields some of the richest fossil specimens ever
discovered from the Cretaceous Period. This relatively small area of the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument has been home to a team of
paleontologists each summer since 2001. From the overlook you also see a great
view of the pink limestone ledges of Powell Point above and to the west.

From Upper Blues Overlook, Scenic Byway 12 descends the Upper Valley
through the Dixie National Forest passing through an elk herd migration corridor.

¥ Stop 3:Upper Valley Granaries Pullout

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 8mi (12.8km)

Directions: From Upper Blues Overlook, continue east on Highway 12 for
approximately 8 miles until you reach Upper Valley Granaries
Pullout.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

10 minutes

Nestled in the cliffs above the pullout you will find a small structure originally
built and used by Native Americans of the Fremont Culture as a storage place for
grain and other foods harvested from the fertile ground below. Use the viewing
tube provided to locate the granary and consider the great effort taken to
effectively protect and preserve food in prehistoric times.
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¥ Stop 4:Escalante Petrified Forest State Park

From
previous
stop:

20 minutes / 10mi (16.0km)

Directions: From Upper Valley Granaries Pullout, continue east on Highway
12 for approximately 10 miles until you reach Escalante
Petrified Forest State Park.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

1 hour

Escalante Petrified Forest State Park is located one mile west of Scenic Byway
12. Visitors to the Park may want to fish or swim in Wide Hollow Reservoir
(also the Escalante Irrigation Company's holding pond) or examine 160 million-
year-old petrified wood. An interpretive trail winds through the nearby foothills
providing information on the mineralized wood and dinosaur bones in the area.
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¥ Stop 5:Boynton Overlook

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 12mi (19.2km)

Directions: From Escalante Petrified Forest State Park, go east on Highway
12 for approximately 12 miles until you reach the Boynton
Overlook.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

5 minutes

Entering the Escalante River Canyon you will descend to the Escalante River
Bridge near its confluence with Calf Creek. As you cross the Escalante River
Bridge enjoy the absolute remoteness of where you are. The Escalante carves its
way to the Colorado River through the last region of the Untied States to be
mapped. The presence of water here has enticed both humans and wildlife for
centuries. The Native Americans that moved through the canyons many years
ago left evidence of their presence through rock art, ruins, and handmade tools
and pots. Today, visitors with the time and interest to find their way into the
canyons will witness this marvelous legacy.

Boynton Overlook gives you another perspective on the Escalante River Gorge
with a view across the river to the humps, hollows, and cliffs of the delightful
sandstone canyons.
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¥ Stop 6:Calf Creek Recreation Area

From
previous stop:

5 minutes / 2mi (3.2km)

Directions: From Boynton Overlook, continue east on Highway 12 for
about 2 miles until you reach Calf Creek Recreation Area.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

2 hours

This Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument facility is a perfect place to
wade in the creek, have a picnic, or take the six-mile round-trip hike to the
Lower Calf Creek Falls. The sandy trail ends at the 126-foot waterfall and an
enchanting grotto with a deep pool surrounded by shade trees.

¥ Stop 7:The Hogsback

From
previous stop:

10 minutes / 5mi (8.0km)

Directions: From Calf Creek, follow Highway 12 north for 5 miles until
you reach The Hogsback section of Scenic Byway 12.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

10 minutes

The Hogsback gets its descriptive name from the narrow section of Scenic
Byway 12 that winds along the ridge between Calf Creek and Boulder Creek that
reaches the brink of New Home Bench before descending to Haymaker Bench
and Calf Creek Recreation Area. From the pullout at The Hogsback you can
enjoy the sweeping views of the surrounding sandstone "slickrock" country
before continuing on your journey.
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¥ Stop 8:Anasazi State Park Museum

From previous stop: 5 minutes / 2mi (3.2km)
Directions: Continue north on Highway 12 for 2 miles until you

reach the museum.

Suggested time at
this stop:

30 minutes

Visitors to the Anasazi State Park Museum will go back in time to 1050 A.D.
when the Fremont and Kayenta Anasazi occupied the area. An estimated 200
people lived here, making it one of the largest Anasazi communities west of the
Colorado River. Take a self-guided tour through the partially excavated village
and visit the museum to view the artifacts and exhibits.

¥ Stop 9:Homestead Overlook

From previous
stop:

15 minutes / 11.5mi (18.4km)

Directions: From the museum, continue north on Highway 12 for 11.5
miles until you reach the Homestead Overlook.

Suggested time
at this stop:

5 minutes

As Scenic Byway 12 climbs and traverses Boulder Mountain you travel a
roadway that was paved as recently as 1985. Homestead Overlook treats you to
breathtaking vistas from Capitol Reef to Navajo Mountain.
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¥ Stop 10:Steep Creek Overlook
From previous
stop:

2 minutes / 1mi (1.6km)

Directions: Continue north on Highway 12 for 1 mile until you reach
the Steep Creek Overlook.

Suggested time at
this stop:

10 minutes

Here you have another breathtaking view of more than 100 miles on a clear day.
Boulder Mountain is a recreation area for all outdoorsmen. This "Land a One
Thousand Lakes" is a sportsman's dream with many secluded mountain lakes and
streams supporting rainbow and brook trout.

¥ Stop 11:Larb Hollow Overlook

From previous
stop:

5 minutes / 2mi (3.2km)

Directions: Continue north on Highway 12 for 2 miles until you
reach Larb Hollow Overlook.

Suggested time at
this stop:

5 minutes

Here you will find interpretive wayside panels and views to the three peaks of the
Henry Mountains, Navajo Mountain near the Arizona border and across the
Waterpocket Fold in Capitol Reef National Park.

¥ End: Torrey

From previous
stop:

30 minutes / 18mi (28.8km)

Directions: Continue north on Highway 12 for about 18 miles until you
reach Torrey.

End your trip in Torrey, one of the gateways to Scenic Byway 12 and also a
gateway to Capitol Reef National Park.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 92.5 miles / 148.0 km

Total Travel Time: 2 hours 37 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 5 hours 25 minutes
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