
San Juan Skyway
Travel the "road to the sky" which
offers views from the towering
14,000-foot San Juan Mountains to
rolling hillsides speckled with ancient
Indian pueblo ruins. Victorian towns
offer both excitement and relaxation.
Soak in hot springs, ride the narrow-
gauge railroad, and sleep under the stars
or in a cozy lodge.

Length: 233 miles / 372.8 km

Time
to
Allow:

Five hours to drive or one-
two days to experience the
byway

Local Information
San Juan National Forest Visitors
Center
970-247-4874

Visitor Services
Fees
There are no fees for driving the byway. However, there are park entrance
fees, area use fees, and fees for attractions along the byway.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
The San Juan Skyway is a popular and extremely challenging bicycle route.
The byway crosses four mountain passes that range in elevation from 10,000
to more than 11,000 feet. Many commercial groups use the route regularly.
Shoulders are always adequate, but in some places they are tight. Bikers
should be particularly alert on the Ouray to Silverton segment, where the road
is narrow, high, steep, and curvy; and views ahead are limited. There are also
many mountain biking and hiking opportunities in the countryside along the
byway.
Camping
Camping is available along the byway. Links to Recreation.gov to make
reservations at nearby National Forest Campgrounds: * [House
Creek](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/House_Creek_Co/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70407&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
* [McPhee Recreation Complex](http://www.recreation.gov/camping/
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Mcphee_Recreation_Complex_Co/r/
campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=70408&topTabIndex=CampingSpot)
Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
Maps, books, brochures, and additional information can be found at
information centers and visitor service centers all along the byway.
####Visitors Centers#### * Dolores Visitor Center * Rico Visitor Center *
Telluride Visitor Center * Durango Area Chamber Resort Association and
Visitor Center * San Juan National Forest Visitor Center * Mancos Visitor
Center * Cortez Visitor Center * Ridgeway Visitor Center * Ouray Visitor
Center * Silverton Visitor Center
Lodging
The byway features exceptional inns along the route. These inns are located in
Durango, Telluride, Ridgway, Ouray, and Silverton. Many of these are inns
are charming Victorian houses, historic hotels, or modern new complexes.
Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
¥ Due to the many attractions found along this byway (like mountain driving),

traveling the byway in just one day would be "pushing it." The country along the
San Juan Skyway is exciting to explore, but safety and caution should always be
a major concern.

¥ When driving, hiking, or exploring prehistoric and historic sites, remember to
take nothing but pictures and leave nothing but footprints.

¥ It is illegal to remove artifacts of any sort.
¥ It is unsafe to explore old and unstable mills, mines, and timber structures that

are decaying and hazardous.
¥ Much of the property along the route is privately owned, so please show due

respect and restraint.

San Juan Skyway

Page 2 of 9



¥ Be prepared for changing weather both while driving and while hiking.
¥ Because of the high altitude, be aware of altitude sickness. If you are not

accustomed to high altitudes, get plenty of rest and resist overdoing activities
during your first two days at high altitude.

Restrictions
There is year-round maintenance on this byway. Mountain passes are sometimes closed
for an hour or two (sometimes even a day or two) in the case of heavy snowstorms or
slides during the winter.

The two-lane road between Ouray and Silverton has incredibly beautiful views. Drivers
should know that while this is a perfectly adequate and well-maintained road, it is also
narrow and steep; has many hairpin switchbacks, a tunnel, tremendous dropoffs with no
railings or shoulders, and few places to pass. Some curves are signed at 10 mph. There
are some pullouts, particularly at scenic vistas. Large vehicles do drive this road
regularly, but we recommend all drivers take care and call ahead to check road
conditions, especially in winter or inclement weather.

The road south from Durango Ski Resort to Durango becomes three lanes with shoulders.
It remains steep in places but the curves are less sharp and the countryside is more open.

Travelers should note that Colorado State Highway 110 is restricted to 4x4 vehicles only.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

The best time to drive the byway is June through October, although the byway can
be enjoyed year-round because each season has its own attractions. Fall is one of the
most spectacular seasons along the byway because of the many fall colors.

High Season
July and August are the busiest months on the byway.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
¥ The San Juan Skyway starts in Durango, CO, at the intersection of US 160 and

US 550.
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¥ Drive north on US 550 and continue as US 550 turns to Main Ave.
¥ Drive north to Million Dollar Hwy in Silverton, CO.
¥ Drive northwest on Million Dollar Hwy to Main St. in Quray, CO.
¥ Continue north to Sherman St, then head west to CO 145, northwest of

Placerville, CO.
¥ Head southeast on CO 145 to Dolores, CO, then drive west to Mancos Rd.
¥ Continue east to US 550 in Durango, CO, where the byway ends.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Denver, CO (336 miles / 540.74 km, 5 hours 30 minutes)

Start: 4600 Washington St. Denver, CO
N 39.780¡W 104.979¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take I-70 west out of Denver.
¥ Follow I-70 Clifton where you

need to get on to CO-141.
¥ Turn on to US-50 west.
¥ Stay on US-50 until Montrose

where you need to merge onto
US-550.

¥ Follow US-550 until Ridgway
where the byway begins.

Junction
with byway:

Intersection of US-550 and CO-62 near
Ridgeway, CO
N 38.152¡W 107.749¡[?]
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Road Trip:
San Juan Skyway Must See Tour
Departure: Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado

Destination: Ouray, Colorado

Time to allow: 3 days

This tour begins in the desert mesa region surrounding Mesa Verde and quickly climbs
through high mountain forests to visit the Victorian mining towns of Durango and
Silverton. The final leg of the tour twists through some of the most rugged mountains in
the country on the famous Million Dollar Highway before arriving in the town of Ouray.

Day 1
¥ Start: Mesa Verde National Park

Your first stop, Mesa Verde, is the only National Park dedicated
solely to the works of man. These cliff dwellings were
mysteriously abandoned by the Anasazi Indians 200 years before Columbus
discovered America.
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Railway
from
Durango
to
Silverton

¥ Stop 1: Durango

From
previous
stop:

1 hour 5 minutes / 46.3mi (74.1km)

Directions: Leaving Mesa Verde, follow the road for 0.2 miles, then turn left
onto Moccasin Mesa Rd. Drive for 1.7 miles, then turn right onto
US-10 (Ruins Rd) and drive for 0.2 miles. Turn right to stay on
US-10 (Ruins Rd), and drive for 8.8 miles. Turn right onto Ramp
(US-160), and after 0.3 miles, turn right onto US-160 (SR-789).
Follow for 34.5 miles, then turn left onto US-550. Turn right
onto 6th St (W College Dr), then after 0.2 miles, turn left onto E
2nd Ave and go for 0.3 miles until you arrive in Durango.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

3 hours

This 'Old West' town, founded in 1880, retains its Victorian charm. Restored
historic landmarks line downtown streets and nearby ski resorts beckon to
adventurous winter travelers.

¥ End: Durango
From previous stop: same location

Lodging is available in Durango.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 46.3 miles / 74.1 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 5 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 3 hours
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Day 2
¥ Stop 1: Silverton

From
previous
stop:

1 hour / 47.9mi (76.6km)

Directions: Leaving Durango on E 2nd Ave, turn left onto E 10th St, then
immediately turn right onto Main Ave. Keep straight onto
US-550 (Main Ave) for 47.4 miles until you come to Silverton.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

3 hours

This living mining town is tucked away in a high mountain valley and can be
reached either by taking the historic Durango/Silverton narrow-gauge railroad or
by driving over the 10,910 foot Molas Divide pass. Many of the beautiful
Victorian buildings in Silverton are registered as National Historical Sites.

¥ Stop 2: Ghost Towns
From
previous
stop:

9 minutes / 5mi (8.0km)

Directions: Leaving Silverton on on US-550 (SR-789), turn right onto
SR-110 (Greene St) and follow for approximately 5 miles until
you come to Howardsville. (Eureka is about 3.7 miles further
along SR-110, which becomes CR-2. Animas Forks is on CR-2,
about 4 miles past Eureka.)

Suggested
time at
this stop:

3 hours

The Ghost towns of Howardsville, Eureka, and Animas Forks are all located
within 14 miles of Silverton. At Animas Forks, you can wander through the
remnants of a 19th century mining town or wander through beautiful meadows of
wildflowers.

¥ End: Silverton
From previous stop: same location

Lodging is available in Silverton.
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Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 52.9 miles / 84.6 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 9 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 6 hours

Day 3
¥ Navigation: Million Dollar Highway and Million Dollar Overlook

From
previous
stop:

36 minutes / 27.6mi (44.2km)

Directions: Leaving Howardsville on SR-110 (CR-2), drive for 4.0 miles,
then bear right on SR-110 for 0.1 miles. Turn left onto SR-110
(Greene St) and drive for 0.9 miles, then keep straight onto
US-550 (SR-789). Follow for 22.6 miles until you arrive in
Ouray.

The section of highway from Silverton to Ouray is called the Million Dollar
Highway because of the immense amounts of silver and gold which were carted
through these passes. From the Million Dollar Overlook along the way, view
many different waterfalls and look out upon some of the most rugged mountains
in the country.

¥ End: Ouray

From previous stop: same location

Your last stop, Ouray, known as the "Switzerland" of America, features grand
mountain vistas and a variety of wildlife, the highlights in this mountain
community.

Totals for Day 3

Total Distance Traveled: 27.6 miles / 44.2 km

Total Travel Time: 36 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 0 minutes
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