
Gold Belt Tour Scenic and Historic
Byway
The Gold Belt Tour follows historic
railroad and stagecoach routes leading
to North America's greatest gold camp,
three world-class fossil sites, and
numerous historic sites. The Shelf and
Phantom Canyon Roads cut along
unpaved routes through winding
canyons. Five byway communities
allow a glimpse into this area's rich
heritage.

Length: 135 miles / 216.0 km

Time
to
Allow:

Six hours (including loops
or backtracking) to drive the
entire byway

Local Information
BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office
719-269-8500
Send E-mail
Canon City Chamber of
Commerce
719-275-2331
Send E-mail
Gold Belt Tour Information
719-689-2461
Send E-mail

Visitor Services
Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
Cripple Creek, Victor, Cañon City, and Florence offer historical information
about the region at local museums.
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Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
• The Phantom Canyon and Upper Shelf roads have rough, gravel surfaces, so it is

better to avoid them in wet weather.
• A four-mile segment of the Shelf Road becomes soft and slippery during wet

periods and is not recommended for two-wheel-drive vehicles.
• A four-wheel-drive vehicle is recommended on the Upper Shelf road, and no

vehicles over 25 feet long are allowed on the Phantom Canyon Road.
• A new segment has been added to CO-67 between Cripple Creek and Victor that

detours the old mining road and takes visitors across a beautiful new bridge.

Restrictions
Vehicles over 25 feet long are not permitted to travel the Phantom Canyon Road. RVs are
not suitable for Shelf Road or Phantom Canyon Road.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

The byway can be traveled year-round; however, heavy rains and snow can cause
closure of the Shelf Road and Phantom Canyon Road if damage occurs to the roads
themselves.

Spring
Shelf Road may be wet and muddy until mid-June each year.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
The Gold Belt Tour Scenic Byway connects six of Colorado's major historic towns using
four stunning roads.
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Phantom Canyon Section:
• The first section of the byway starts in Florence, CO, at the junction of CO 67

and West Main Street.
• From here, head north on CO 67 and continue as it changes to Phantom Canyon

Rd.
• At the junction of CO 67 and 4th St. head south on CO 67 to W. Victor Ave.,

then head west on CO 67 into Cripple Creek.
• In Cripple Creek, head west on E. Carr Ave. and continue as the road becomes

Teller County Rd.
• Follow this into Florissant.

Shelf Road Section:
• At the junction of CO 67 and Main Street in Florence, drive west on Main Street

to Ash St. in Brookside.
• In Brookside, drive north on Ash St. as it changes to S. Reynolds Ave., then to

Fremont Dr.
• After the road becomes Fremont Dr, drive west to Field Ave.
• Drive north on Field Ave. to Red Canyon Rd. and continue north as the road

becomes Shelf Rd.
• Continue again as the road changes to Xenia St. and continue to CO 67 south of

Cripple Creek.
High Park Section:

• Start at the junction of Cedar Ave. and Ash St. in Brookside.
• Drive west on Cedar Ave. to Chestnut St. and head north.
• Once you reach Elm Ave., drive west to 9th St. then drive north to Royal Gorge

Blvd.
• Drive southeast on Royal Gorge Blvd to CO 9.
• At CO 9, drive north to High Park Rd.
• Continue north on High Park Rd. to County Road 11.
• Drive north on County Rd. 11 to County Rd. 1 where the byway ends.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Denver, CO (103 miles / 165.76 km, 2 hours)

Start:
On ramp to I-25 N from Colfax Ave.,
Denver, CO
N 39.740° W 105.010° [?]

Directions:
• Take I-25 south out of Denver.
• In Colorado Springs turn right on

to US-24 west.
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• Stay on US-24 till you reach
Florissant where the byway
begins.

Junction
with byway:

Gold Belt Tour Scenic and Historic Byway
& US-24, Florissant, CO
N 38.946° W 105.289° [?]
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Road Trip:
Gold Belt Must See Tour
Departure: Cañon City, Colorado

Destination: Florissant, Colorado

Time to allow: 2 days

This tour showcases the natural, historic, scenic, and recreational qualities abundant on
the Gold Belt Tour. Count on natural wonders, historical landmarks, and spectacular
views as you make your way through this eclectic area in central Colorado.

Day 1
• Start: Cañon City

Settled in 1860, Cañon City is located along the Arkansas River.
Begin your journey here.

• Stop 1: Royal Gorge Bridge

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 8.5 mi (13.6 km)

Directions: Travel south out of Cañon City on High Park Road for about 8
miles. Turn right and you'll come to the bridge (and Royal Gorge
Bridge and Park) in about a half mile.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

The world's highest suspension bridge, the Royal Gorge Bridge spans the
Arkansas River 1,053 feet above the water. Walk or drive the bridge, have a
picnic in the surrounding park, or take the world's steepest incline railway to the
bottom of the Royal Gorge.
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• Stop 2: Dinosaur Depot

From
previous stop:

30 minutes / 17 mi (27.2 km)

Directions: ◦ Drive about half a mile from the bridge, and turn left
onto High Park Road, and follow it for about 8 miles.

◦ From High Road, go west on CR-68 toward CR-143.
◦ After 1.3 miles, turn slight right onto CR-143.
◦ Drive for 1.4 miles, then turn left onto S 4th St.
◦ After 1 mile, turn left onto W Royal Gorge Blvd/

US-50.
◦ Follow US-50 for 3.3 miles.
◦ Turn right onto Skyline Dr.
◦ Dinosaur Depot is 1.1 miles ahead.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

1 hour

The Dinosaur Depot is a small museum dedicated to interpreting the rich history
of the Garden Park Fossil Area. Take a guided tour of the museum that includes
an informative video showing the removal of famous dinosaur fossils, and set up
a tour of Garden Park Fossil area, located just north of Cañon City.

• Stop 3: Garden Park Fossil Area

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Garden Park Fossil Area is just north of Cañon

City.
Suggested time at this
stop:

2 hours

Take a tour of the Garden Park Fossil Area and see where some of the most
important dinosaur discoveries in North America have been unearthed. This is
the last stop for Day One of the itinerary; lodging is available in Cañon City.

• End: Cañon City
From previous stop: same location

Lodging is available in Cañon City.
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Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 25.5 miles / 40.8 km

Total Travel Time: 45 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 5 hours

Day 2
• Stop 1: Cripple Creek

From previous
stop:

50 minutes / 27.9 mi (44.6 km)

Directions: ◦ Start on US-50 [W Royal Gorge Blvd], driving
east for 1.6 miles.

◦ Turn left onto Greydene Avenue, then
immediately turn right onto Fremont Dr.

◦ Turn left onto Field Avenue and drive for 2.9
miles.

◦ In 13.6 miles, the road name changes to CR-9.
◦ In 7.9 miles, the road name changes to CR-88/

Shelf Rd.
◦ In 1.4 miles, the road name changes to CR-881
◦ Turn left onto SR-67.
◦ Keep driving straight on SR-67/S 2nd St for 0.3

miles.
◦ Keep driving straight on CR-1/N 2nd St.
◦ Turn left onto CR-1/E Carr Avenue.
◦ Drive straight to stay on CR-1/E Carr Avenue

until you arrive in Cripple Creek.
Suggested time at
this stop:

3 hours

On your way to Cripple Creek, a perfect vista of Pikes Peak is visible. Once you
get to Cripple Creek, explore buildings that were built during the early 1900s.
This is a great place to stop and have lunch and see a true piece of American
history.
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• Stop 2: Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument

From previous
stop:

19 minutes / 11.6 mi (18.6 km)

Directions: ◦ Start on Midday Circle, and bear left onto
Bennett Drive.

◦ After 0.2 miles, turn right onto Portland Drive.
◦ Drive for 0.5 miles, then turn right onto CR-1/

Cripple Creek-Florissant Road.
◦ Follow CR-1 for 10.2 miles.
◦ Turn right onto CR-42/Lower Twin Rock Road.
◦ After 0.5 miles, you'll arrive at Florissant Fossil

Beds National Monument.
Suggested time at
this stop:

3 hours

The last stop on your tour, Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument offers
walking and guided tours. These fossils are renowned for their variety of species.
There are over 80,000 fossilized specimens of tree stumps, insects, seeds, and
leaves. The historic Hornbek Homestead is here also.

• End: Florissant

From previous stop: same location
This small town, the ending point for this tour, began as a stopover for travelers
and traders in 1870.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 39.5 miles / 63.2 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 9 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 6 hours
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