
Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
In the small communities and scenic
beauty of this byway, visitors find art
galleries, antique shops, Amish tours,
historic sites, cave tours, and museums.
Parks, forests and the Root and
Mississippi Rivers provide opportunities
for many recreation options, including
canoeing, cross-country skiing,
horseback riding, cycling, wildlife
watching, fishing, and photography.

Length: 88 miles / 140.8 km

Time to
Allow:

Three hours to drive the
byway

Local Information
Historic Bluff Country, Inc.
800-428-2030 or 507-886-2230

Visitor Services
Fees
Some attractions charge fees, but byway travel is free.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Pedestrian and bicycle travel along Hwy 16 is generally not recommended due
to narrow shoulders and curvilinear alignment except where sidewalks or
bicycle paths/routes adjacent to the highway (like the Root River Trail) are
provided in byway communities. The byway is unique in that a parallel
bicycle and pedestrian facility, the Root River Trail, is provided between
Fountain and Houston. Many visitor facilities and interpretive opportunities
are located at trailheads for this facility, providing similar experiences for
bicyclists and motorists alike. One can ski, hike, and bike at the Root River
State Trail, but other trails are also available off the byway. You can find
hiking and cross-country trails at Historic Forestville State Park. Between
Houston and Rushford, also find the Wetbark Trail. And in towns like
Rushford, Preston and Fountain, trails are also available.
Camping
Camping facilities close to the byway are located in the Forestville/Mystery
Cave State Park and Beaver Creek Valley State Park.
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Food
Food services are located in many towns along the byway, including Dexter,
Grand Meadow, Spring Valley, Preston, Lanesboro, Rushford, Houton,
Hokah, and La Crescent.
Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
The following information centers will provide lists about the services in the
area: Houston Tourist Information Center * _PO Box 667, Houston_ *
507-896-3303 Lanesboro Office of Visitor Information * _100 Milwaukee
Rd., PO Box 348, Lanesboro_ * 800-944-2670 or 507-467-2696 Preston Area
Tourism Association *_PO Box 657, Preston_ * 888-845-2100 or
507-765-2100 Rushford Committee on Tourism * _Box 430, Rushford_ *
507-864-2444 Spring Valley Tourist Information Center * _221 W Courtland
St., Spring Valley_ * 507-346-1015 A visitor information center with rest
room facilities is provided in the community of Harmony.
Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
An extremely scenic route through the Yucatan Valley, the segment between Houston
and Caledonia to the south, curves frequently and climbs many steep grades in response
to the area topography. Shoulders are very narrow (two feet) and would not support
bicyclist or pedestrian use.
When traveling the bluff country, be careful of the wildlife inhabiting the area.
Rattlesnakes are occasionally found on rock outcrops and in the river bottoms.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Summer-Fall
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High Season
Summer

Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
The Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway follows MN 16 from La Crescent west to
Interstate 90. Visitors seeking Minnesota Highway 16 must pay careful attention to
routing signs through this area to reach the byway, and can be quite distracted by the
dramatic visual quality of this area located high above the Mississippi River Valley
among the river bluffs.

• The Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway is easily accessed by travelers on I-90.
Direct access from I-90 to the byway (TH 16) is provided at the western end of
the corridor at Dexter. Access to the byway at the eastern end is somewhat
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indirect from I-90 via Minnesota Highway 61. Minnesota Highway 76 provides
access from I-90 to the Houston portion of the byway and provides access from
Iowa to the south. Minnesota Highway 43 is the only I-90 exit specifically
marked as access to the Root River Trail.

• Other Access Routes from Nearby Metropolitan Areas US Highway 52 serves as
a major gateway to the byway, providing the most often used access to the area
from Rochester and the Twin Cities metropolitan area.

• US 52 also acts as a major entry point into Historic Bluff Country from the south.
The segment between Harmony and Preston is identified as an "Amish Byway"
with buggy lanes provided in the roadway shoulders.

• US 63 provides access from Cedar Falls/Waterloo, Iowa, to the south.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

La Crosse, WI (4 miles / 6.44 km, 10 minutes)

Start: US-61 westbound, La Crosse, WI
N 43.809° W 91.257° [?]

Directions:
• Take US-61 west to MN-16 in La

Crescent, MN where the byway
begins.

Junction
with
byway:

MN-16, La Crescent, MN
N 43.825° W 91.304° [?]

St. Paul, MN (101 miles / 162.54 km, 1 hour 42 minutes)

Start: US-52 southbound, St. Paul, MN
N 44.933° W 93.072° [?]

Directions:

• Take US-52 south to Rochester.
• Merge onto I-90 and go southwest to

MN-16 by Dexter where the byway
begins.

Junction
with
byway:

MN-16, Dexter MN
N 43.710° W 92.694° [?]
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Road Trip:
Traveling the Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
Departure: Grand Meadow, Minnesota

Destination: Mound Prairie Scientific and Natural Area, Minnesota

Time to allow: 2 days

This is a point by point itinerary for the points of interest along the Historic Bluff
Country Scenic Byway.

Day 1
• Start: Grand Meadow

The city of Grand Meadow offers several different historic sites,
including an old stone quarry.

• Stop 1: Spring Valley Historic Sites
From previous
stop:

20 minutes / 12 mi (19.2 km)

Directions: Continue eastward along the byway for 12 miles until you
enter the community of Spring Valley

Suggested time
at this stop:

2 hours

The community of Springville is the home of several historic sites, including a
Methodist Church that Laura Ingalls Wilder attended and a Laura Ingalls Wilder
Museum.
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• Stop 2: Forestville and Mystery Cave

From
previous
stop:

20 minutes / 12 mi (19.2 km)

Directions: Continue eastward on Highway 16 for 6.7 miles until you reach
the junction of Highway Turn right onto Township Road 3491
and continue 1.5 miles Turn left onto Township RD 347 and
continue for 2.3 miles. Turn right onto CR-12 / CR-118 and
continue for 1.3 miles.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours 30 minutes

The historic community of Forestville died when the railroad bypassed the town,
but it lives on today as a complete historic village. Beneath Forestville are the
Mystery Caves, with one or two hour tours available.

• End: Preston
From
previous
stop:

20 minutes / 8.7 mi (13.9 km)

Directions: Start out going east on CR-12 / CR-118 toward Township Road
347 and continue for 3.6 miles. Turn left onto CR-11 and
continue for 1.2 miles. Turn right onto MN-16 and continue for
3.9 miles into Preston.

The community of Preston has several bed and breakfast locations, as well as
local dining clubs and restaurants.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 32.7 miles / 52.3 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour

Total Stopping Time: 4 hours 30 minutes
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Day 2
• Stop 1: Historic Lanesboro

From previous
stop:

10 minutes / 5.2 mi (8.3 km)

Directions: Turn onto MN-16 (the Historic Bluff Country Scenic
Byway) and continue for 5.2 miles.

Suggested time at
this stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

The community of Lanesboro offers many shops, restaurants, a winery, a
professional theatre and Victorian homes to view.

• Stop 2: Rushford and Magelssen State Park

From previous stop: 25 minutes / 17 mi (27.2 km)
Directions: Head east on the byway from Lanesboro and continue

for 17 miles.
Suggested time at this
stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

Rushford welcomes visitors, spelling out the name of the town with white rocks
on the side of a large bluff. The town itself offers many shops and eateries, along
with an art gallery. Up on the bluff, Magelssen Park features the 5th oldest oak in
Minnesota and other natural wonders.
When your bus rolls into Rushford you will notice the large bluff with the name
“Rushford” in white rocks on the side of the hill. It is on the top of this hill that
Magellsson Park and the 5th oldest Oak tree in Minnesota reside. Once again,
there is much to see with an art gallery, ice cream/pizza parlor, the Creamery and
various shops.

• Stop 3: Houston
From previous stop: 15 minutes / 11 mi (17.6 km)
Directions: Follow MN-16 east from Rushford for 11 miles.
Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour 30 minutes

Houston features the Houston Nature Center, featuring several programs
detailing the secret lives of the wildlife of the area. Along with this, Houston is
the home of Cody the Buffalo from the movie Dances With Wolves.
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• End: Mound Prairie Scientific and Natural Area

From
previous stop:

15 minutes / 11 mi (17.6 km)

Directions: Continue along the byway (MN-16) from Houston to Hokah,
the terminus of the byway.

The Mound Prairie Scientific and Natural Area offers a nature trail that winds
through the rare plant and animal species found on the Minnesota Prairie.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 44.2 miles / 70.7 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 5 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 4 hours 30 minutes

Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway

Page 8 of 8

http://byways.org/explore/byways/2240/places/35813

	Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
	byways.org
	Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
	Local Information
	Visitor Services
	Fees
	Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
	Camping
	Food
	Gasoline
	Information
	Lodging
	Phone
	Restrooms
	Retail
	Special Considerations
	Seasons

	Map and Directions
	Legend:
	Driving Directions
	Getting to the Byway
	Nearby cities

	Road Trip: Traveling the Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
	Day 1
	Start: Grand Meadow
	Stop 1: Spring Valley Historic Sites
	Stop 2: Forestville and Mystery Cave
	End: Preston
	Totals for Day 1

	Day 2
	Stop 1: Historic Lanesboro
	Stop 2: Rushford and Magelssen State Park
	Stop 3: Houston
	End: Mound Prairie Scientific and Natural Area
	Totals for Day 2



