
Chesapeake Country Scenic Byway
Celebrate life on the Chesapeake Bay.
Observe watermen bringing their
bounty to shore, visit historic towns,
and travel through scenic stretches of
productive farmland. See the truly
special landscape of the Mid-Atlantic
Region and gain an appreciation for the
working life of Maryland's Eastern
Shore farmers, watermen, and
merchants.

Length: 85.5 miles / 136.8 km

Time
to
Allow:

Two to three hours to drive,
two to three days to visit the
entire byway

Local Information
Chesapeake Country National
Scenic Byway Alliance
410-438-3679

Kent County Tourism
Development Office
400 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
410-778-0416
Send Email

Queen Anne's County Office of
Tourism
410-604-2100
888-400-7787

Visitor Services
Fees
No fees to drive the byway

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Bicycles and pedestrians can travel safely in those sections with paved
shoulders. Sidewalks are provided on both sides of the roadway in the
majority of the towns but not in the rural sections. Bicyclists should exercise
caution in towns where the roadways often narrow and the potential for
vehicle conflicts increases. Bicycles are not allowed on the Route 301 segment
of the byway. To continue on the byway in either direction by bike or foot,
remain on Route 18 and cross over Routes 301 and 50 between Grasonville
and Queenstown, using the Prime Outlets Center Drive as the connecting leg.
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Bicyclists are exempt from being required to use the J-turns on Route 301, but
may go directly across the highways. Bicyclists and pedestrians are reminded
to use extreme caution when crossing either dual-highway at grade
intersections.
Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
There is an authoritative information center along this byway.

Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.
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Map and Directions

Legend:
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Driving Directions
The Upper Eastern Shore section of the Chesapeake Country Scenic Byway runs between
the east side of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and the Chesapeake and Delaware (C&D)
Canal.

Stevensville to Kent Narrows
¥ Begin your experience in Stevensville on Kent Island. Follow MD 18, out of

Stevensville, through Chester, and across the old Kent Narrows Bridge to Kent
Narrows.

Kent Narrows to Church Hill
¥ Return to MD 18 and continue through Grasonville.
¥ Along this stretch of the byway, areas of open agricultural fields and woodland

will lead you to Nesbitt Road.
¥ At Nesbitt Road, take US 301 and return to MD 18 by taking your first left after

crossing under the US 50 overpass.
¥ Follow MD 18 to downtown Queenstown, one of Maryland's earliest colonial

ports of entry.
¥ Continue along MD 18 to MD 213.
¥ Turn left onto MD 213, which will take you to downtown Centreville, Queen

Anne's county seat.
¥ Continue on MD 213 North towards Church Hill.

Church Hill to Chestertown
¥ Return to MD 213 North. The predominantly rural landscape and working

agricultural lands along the way will lead you through Kingstown and over the
Chester River Bridge, which serves as a scenic gateway into Chestertown, a
colonial port on the Chester River.

¥ Follow MD 213 North to discover Washington College, the only college George
Washington authorized to use his name.

Chestertown to Rock Hall
¥ Continue a short distance north on MD 213, and turn left onto MD 291.
¥ Bear right onto MD 20 West, which will take you to Rock Hall.

Rock Hall to Georgetown
¥ From MD 20, make a left onto MD 291 and then another left onto MD 213

North.
¥ Continue north to Galena.
¥ Follow MD 213, making a left at the only traffic light in Galena.
¥ A short drive farther on MD 213 North, you will come to the river port of

Georgetown on the southern bank of the Sassafras River.
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Georgetown to Chesapeake City
¥ On the other side of the Sassafras River, you enter Cecil County and the town of

Fredericktown. The communities of Georgetown and Fredericktown line the two
sides of the Sassafras River.

¥ Continue on MD 213 North towards Cecilton.
¥ Return to MD 213 North, following to Cayots Corner and Chesapeake City.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI), MD
(35 miles / 56.33 km, 41 minutes)

Start:
I-195 westbound, Baltimore, MD
N 39.180¡W 76.667¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take exit 1 to Aviation Blvd/
MD-170.

¥ Turn left at Cromwell Park Dr.
¥ Merge onto I-97 southbound.
¥ Take the exit onto US-301

N/US-50 E
¥ Turn left at the end of the exit

ramp onto Route 8 to
Stevensville.

¥ Turn left onto Route 18, the
beginning of the byway.

Junction
with byway:

Route 18, Stevensville, MD
N 38.982¡W 76.335¡[?]

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA), VA
(46.4 miles / 74.67 km, 55 minutes)

Start:
George Washinton Memorial Parkway
northbound, Arlington, VA
N 38.852¡W 77.039¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From George Washington Parkway,
take exit onto I-395 northbound to
Washington.

¥ Turn right at New York Ave/US-1/
US-50.
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¥ Take exit 37 and merge onto MD-8
to Stevensville.

¥ Turn left onto Route 18, the
beginning of the byway.

Junction
with
byway:

Route 18, Stevensville, MD
N 38.982¡W 76.335¡[?]

Washington-Dulles International Airport (IAD), VA (72.4
miles / 116.52 km, 2 hours 10 minutes)

Start:
Hirst Brault Expy, eastbound, Chantilly, VA
N 38.953¡W 77.448¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take the exit to VA-267 eastbound.
¥ Take the exit to I-495 northbound.
¥ Take exit 19A and merge onto

US-50 northbound.
¥ Turn left at the end of the exit ramp

onto Route 8 to Stevensville.
¥ Turn left onto Route 18, the

beginning of the byway.
In good driving conditions, you can get to
the byway in 1 hour and 20 minutes.
However plan for 2 hours and 10 minutes in
traffic.

Junction
with
byway:

Route 18, Stevensville, MD
N 38.982¡W 76.335¡[?]

Nearby cities

Washington, DC(40 miles / 64.37 km, 45 minutes)

Start:
Route 30/301, Washington, D.C.
N 38.908¡W 77.006¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take the first exit off of Route 50/
301.

¥ Turn left at the end of the exit
ramp onto Route 8 to Stevensville.
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¥ Turn left onto Route 18, the
beginning of the byway.

Junction
with byway:

Route 18, Stevensville, MD
N 38.982¡W 76.335¡[?]
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Road Trip:
History, Water and Wildlife along Chesapeake Country
Scenic Byway
Departure: Chesapeake & Delaware Canal, Maryland

Destination: Stevensville, Maryland

Time to allow: 1 day

The activities along this byway are so varied and abundant, this itinerary is just a
sampling of the kinds of things you can do as you travel the area. Whether you like early
American history, Revolutionary War battlefields, water recreation, birding and wildlife
watching, or exquisitely prepared seafood, you'll find it here.

Day 1
¥ Start: Chesapeake & Delaware Canal

Suggested time at this stop: 30 minutes

Tugboats, ships, barges and pleasure craft from ports around the globe travel the
busiest canal in the U.S. to their varied destinations.

¥ Stop 2:Georgetown

From previous
stop:

same location

Directions: Continue along Byway, crossing the Sassafras River.
Continue through Fredricktown to Georgetown.

Suggested time
at this stop:

30 minutes

Once a bustling port town, Georgetown was burned by the British during the War
of 1812. All that remains now from those days is an old church and two brick
buildings, now the Kitty Knight House Inn, named after the woman who saved
them from the British.
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¥ Stop 3:Betterton Beach

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Take MD 298 east from MD 213 then turn right on

MD 292 to Betterton.

Suggested time at
this stop:

30 minutes

A once thriving 19th Century Victorian resort with its own steamboat landing,
Betterton Beach today provides a sandy beach and pier for the many people who
want to play and relax on the Chesapeake Bay.

¥ Stop 4:Chestertown

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Return to the Byway from Betterton Beach and

continue to this city.

Suggested time at
this stop:

1 hour

Tour the city's historical district, featuring the large brick homes of the wealthy
merchants and planters who populated the city in the late 18th century. Begin
your visit at the Kent County Visitor Center, where you'll start a self-guided
walking tour of the historical district, or stop by the Custom House at the corner
of High and Water Streets to take an audio-guided tour of Chestertown's historic
waterfront.

¥ Stop 5:Rock Hall Beach

From previous stop: same location
Directions: From Chestertown take MD 20 to the city of Rock

Hall.

Suggested time at this
stop:

1 hour

A perfect place for barbecues and relaxation while enjoying one of Maryland's
beaches. Not to mention you should sit tight for one of the most spectacular
sunsets you'll ever see.
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¥ Stop 6:Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Continue along MD 20, then take MD 445 to the

refuge.

Suggested time at this
stop:

30 minutes

Established in 1962, this 2,285-acre refuge is a major feeding and resting place
for migratory and wintering waterfowl.

¥ Stop 7:St. Luke's Episcopal Church c.1732

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Located within the city of Church Hill.

Suggested time at this stop: 20 minutes

Erected in 1732, the "church on the hill" is the oldest intact brick church in the
state and gave the town of Church Hill its name.

¥ Stop 8:Church Hill Theater

From previous
stop:

same location

Directions: Return to Chestertown and head South on MD 213 to
the city of Church Hill.

Suggested time at
this stop:

20 minutes

Built in 1929 for use as a town hall, movies came to the town in 1935 when
motion picture equipment was installed in the building.
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¥ Stop 9:Queen Anne's County Courthouse

From previous
stop:

same location

Directions: Follow Main Street back to MD 213 and head South to
the city of Centreville.

Suggested time at
this stop:

1 hour

Queen Anne's County Courthouse can boast its long heritage as the oldest
Maryland courthouse in continuous use and was completed in 1792.

¥ Stop 10: Kent Narrows
From previous stop: same location
Directions: Follow MD 18.

Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour

A center for marine industry for centuries, Kent Narrows is a fine place to stop
and enjoy some freshly caught oyster, crab, or clam at a waterfront restaurant.

¥ End: Stevensville

From previous stop: same location

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 0 miles / 0.0 km

Total Travel Time: 0 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 6 hours 40 minutes
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