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Santa Fe Trail

One of Americasfirst great trade
routes, the Santa Fe Trail was critical to
our country's westward expansion. Visit
historic sites and landmarks like Bent's
Fort, Trinidad, Raton Pass, Cimarron,
Fort Union, Pecos, Point of Rocks, and
Santa Fe. Enjoy spectacular scenery,
from rugged mountains to the plains.

Length: 565 miles/ 904.0 km

Local Information

Timeto 12 hours to drive the Colorado

Allow: entire byway Colorado Welcome Center -
Lamar
719-336-3483

New Mexico

Raton Visitor Information Center
575-445-2761

Send E-mail

Santa Fe Visitor Information
Center

575-827-7336

Send E-mail

Visitor Services

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities

This byway iswell equipped for passenger vehicles and bicyclists, offering
flat or dightly rolling terrain. Highways 160 and 350 from Trinidad to La

Junta have two undivided lanes. From La Junta east to the Kansas border on
CO 50, the highway varies between two and four lanes. These road segments
can easily accommodate passenger vehicle traffic because they have light
traffic volume, 12-foot lane widths, and good sight lines. However, the road
shoulders are fairly narrow with two-foot widths. Even though specifically
designated bicycle routes are not available, long distance bicyclists with
panniers can typically be found riding the route on any given day. The
communities along the byway are small, with populations under 10,000
people, so local traffic has minimal impact on visiting pedestrians, bicyclists,
or vehicle traffic. Bicyclists are permitted on |-25 since there are no aternative
routes. Pedestrian usage is concentrated in commercial areas where sidewalks
are available. Many improvements to trails have been implemented. For

Page 1 of 11


mailto:nmvic@raton.com
mailto:vcener@state.nm.us

i AMERICA'S

Santa Fe Trail ETwavs®

example, a hiking/biking trail at John Martin Reservoir was constructed in
1997 and isthefirst leg of a proposed trail connecting the reservoir to
Boggsville. Other trail projectsinclude anew trailhead at Lake Hasty swim
area, a handicap-accessible trail at Trinidad Lake State Park, and an
acquisition of 220 acresin Long's Canyon in conjunction with anew trail and
wildlife viewing area.

Camping

There are places to camp along this byway.
ﬁ.‘é

Food

Restaurants can be found along the byway in La Junta, Lamar, Las Animas,
Trinidad, and more.

Gasoline

Gas service stations are available in Trinidad, La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar,
E and Holly. The magjority of these service stations include convenience stores
——— that supply awide variety of needs. Between Trinidad and La Junta, one small
service station is available.
Information
There are several interpretive centers along the byway.

Lodging
Thereis overnight lodging aong this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
Restrooms are located at both the Trinidad and Lamar Welcome Center.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.
| —

Special Considerations

The southeast area of Colorado has a generally moderate climate and only light levels of
snow. Most of the byway isfound at elevations below 5,000 feet. The segment on I-25
from Trinidad to Raton Pass, the highest point on the byway at 7,834 feet, is the most
likely spot along the byway to be closed due to weather conditions, although road
closures arerare.

There are narrow shoulders (two feet) in some places along the byway.
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Summer temperatures may reach 100 degrees F. Many of the points of interest do not
have water available, so it is advisable to have water with you at all times, especialy in
the summer months.

In most places, the Santa Fe Trail Scenic and Historic Byway is the frontage road to
Interstate 25. These frontage roads allow travelers to drive more slowly, view the
scenery, and stop for walks and photographic opportunities.

When visiting Indian Pueblos, please keep the following in mind:

» Please obey al rules and regulations of the individual Pueblos.

 Please control children and see that they are respectful.

» Homes are private; do not enter without an invitation.

» Stay in the immediate village area; do not wander.

» Do not climb walls or other structures as they may be hundreds of years old and
easily damaged.

» Do not pick up or remove any artifact or objects such as pieces of broken pottery.

» Kivas and graveyards are not to be entered by non-Pueblo people.

 Alcohol, weapons, and drugs will not be tolerated.

* No pets

Restrictions

There are few, if any, seasonal limitations along the byway. All roads are paved, and
snow iscleared if there is any significant accumulation.

Seasons

High Season
Tourist season reaches its height during summer months, but that will not be
noticeable while driving the byway.
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Standard Map - Colorado Section
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Standard Map - NM Eastern Section
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Standard Map - NM Western Section
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Driving Directions

Colorado Section

The Colorado section of the Santa Fe Trail starts at the state line of Colorado and
Kansas on US 50.

Drive west on US 50 to Goff Avein Granada, CO.

Continue west on Goff Aveto Main St. in Lamar, CO, then continue northto US
50.

Continue west on US 50 to Bent Ave.

Drive south to Ambassador Thompson Blvd, then head west to E. 1st Dr.

Make your way west to Barnes Ave, then south to W. 5th St.

Continue west to Potter Dr. and then southwest to John F. Kennedy Memorial
Hwy.

Drive south on John F. Kennedy Memorial Hwy to the state line of Colorado and
New Mexico, where the Colorado section ends.

New Mexico Section
CO/NM Border to Springer, NM

The New Mexico section of the Santa Fe Trail begins on I-25 at the New Mexico
state line.

Take 1-25 south to Raton.

In Raton, continue following 1-25 south.

Merge onto US-64 west.

Follow US-64 south to Cimarron.

In Cimarron, US-64 turns into Kit Carson Hwy and 10th St.

Turn left onto NM-21 and go to Springer, where the byway branches south and
east.

Springer, NM to NM/OK Border

Take US-56 east to the junction with NM-453.

Take NM-453 north to Grenville.

In Grenville turn east onto US-64 and travel to Clayton.

In Clayton get onto US-56 for a short journey east to the junction with NM-406.
Turn north on NM-406 and follow the road to the NM-OK border.

Springer, NM to Santa Fe, NM

Start in Springer at the junction of NM-21 and Maxwell Ave.

Travel south adong Maxwell Ave. and take on-ramp to 1-25.

Continue traveling south on 1-25 through Wagon Mound.

Travel southwest on I-25 and exit onto NM-161.

Travel northwest on NM-161 to the Fort Union National Monument.

Return to 1-25 and travel southwest.

Exit onto NM-161 and travel northwest through Golondrinas, past Riner Lake.
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* At thejunction with NM-518, the byway branches north and south.

* Travel north on NM-518 to La Cueva.
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* Return south on NM-518 to the junction with NM-161 and continue south on

NM-518 to Las Vegas.

» From there, get on US-85 and go through Romerville, Tecolote, and Bernal.

* InBernal, continue on US-85 to Rowe.

* At Rowe, exit onto NM-63 and go to Pecos.

* In Pecos, take NM-50 west and merge with US-85.

» Continue on US-85 and take off-ramp to US 285.

» Exit onto NM 300/0ld Las Vegas Hwy.

» Travel northwest on Old Las Vegas Hwy to Co Rd 67C.

* Continue northeast and take aleft onto Old Santa Fe Trail.

» Continue north on Old Santa Fe Trail until the junction with E Alameda St. in

Santa Fe where the byway ends.
Getting to the Byway

s, Nearby cities

Albuquerque, NM (60 miles/ 96.56 km, 54 minutes)

[-25 northbound

) @
Start: N 35.089° W 106.635° [7]

Take I-25 north to Santa Fe. In Santa Fe, the
Directions: byway begins on I-25 heading southeast
toward Las Vegas, NM.

Junction 4 |_25 soytheastbound, Santa Fe, NM

with N.35.634° W.105.927° [7]
byway:

Denver, CO (174 miles/ 280.03 km, 3 hours)

I-25 southbound

i O]
Start: N.39.740° W.105.010° [7]

» Take I-25 south toward Pueblo.

Directions: * Follow US-50 until La Junta
where you will join the byway.
] #* Intersection of US-350 and US-50, La
Junction Junta, CO
with byway:

N 37.987° W 103.555° [7]

* In Pueblo merge onto US-50 east.

@

co KS
¢ 0K
L T
co KS
* =

NM

r OK

TX
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Santa Fe, NM (On the byway)
. @ |-25 southeast <o -
Start: N 35.634° W 105.927° [7] 4_/”\
oK
* |n Santa Fe, the byway begins on @ -
Directions: [-25 heading southeast toward Las
Vegas, NM.
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Road Trip:
Santa Fe Trail Historical Tour

Departure: Bent's Old Fort, Colorado
Destination:  Trinidad History Museum, Colorado

Time to allow: 1 day

Thistour begins at Bent's Old Fort and follows the trail westward towards Trinidad. L et
history and adventure unfold as you explore the Santa Fe Trail.

Day 1
« Start: Bent's Old Fort
A National Historic Site, thisfort is areconstruction of Bent's F—
Fort which was originally built in the 1830s. The fort played an
important role as atrading post for trappers and the Plains L
Indians and also as supply depot during the Mexican-American !
War. [ 5

« Stop 1: Sierra Vista Overlook

| ¥ s

From 30 minutes/ 13.5 mi (21.6 km)

previous

stop:

Directions:  Drive southwest from La Juntaon US 350 for 13 miles. Turn
right at CO 71 for 0.5 miles, then turn left into the parking lot.

Suggested 1 hour

time at this

stop:
For pioneers traveling south along the Santa Fe Trail, the distant Spanish Peaks
served as one of their guiding landmarks. Take a short walk up the side of a bluff
for an excellent view of the Rocky Mountains and surrounding prairie. From this
overlook, see for yourself what those early travelers saw.
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« End: Trinidad History Museum

From 1 hour 8 minutes/ 66.1 mi (105.8 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Take US-350 (South-West) for 59.3 miles. Keep straight onto

US-160/US-350 for 6.8 miles. The museum is at 300 East Main
Street.

This museum complex, operated by the Colorado Historical Society, houses five
attractions in one location. Visitors to the site can visit the Santa Fe Trall
Museum, Baca House, Bloom Mansion, Historic Gardens, or the Bookstore.

Totals for Day 1
Total Distance Traveled: 79.6 miles/ 127.4 km
Total Travel Time: 1 hour 38 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 1 hour
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