
Route 1 - Big Sur Coast Highway
Travel the route that hugs the California
coast, providing access to austere,
windswept cypress trees, fog-shrouded
cliffs and the crashing surf of the Pacific
Ocean. Views include rugged canyons,
towering redwoods, sea lions, and other
marine life.

Length: 72 miles / 115.2 km

Time
to
Allow:

1.5 hours to drive or five
hours to experience the
byway

Local Information
Big Sur Chamber of Commerce
831-667-2100

Visitor Services
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
This road is a major attraction to pedestrians and cyclists. There are many
shoulders along the way, and there is plenty of room where all can share.
Drivers do need to be aware of people crossing the highway, however.
Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
Food services can be found in Monterey, Carmel, and Big Sur.

Gasoline
Automotive services can be found in Monterey, Carmel, and Big Sur.

Lodging
Overnight lodging is available in Monterey, Carmel, and Big Sur.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.
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Retail
Retail services can be found in Monterey, Carmel, and Big Sur.

Special Considerations
Travelers are advised to fill their gas tanks in Carmel before heading south or in San
Simeon before heading north on Route 1. There are few gas stations along the way.
The road is narrow and curvy, and in some places it has narrow shoulders and sharp drop
offs to the ocean far below. Drive with care and watch for pedestrians. Also, large, long
vehicles may have trouble with this winding road.
This byway is open all year.

Restrictions
The road is open all year, except for occasional mudslides during severe rainstorms.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Spring, summer, and fall months are the best time to drive the byway.

High Season
The byway is busiest during June, July, and August.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
• Start at the San Luis Obispo County line, just north of Ragged Point Vista on

State Hwy. 1/Cabrillo Hwy.
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• Drive north on State Hwy. 1/Cabrillo Hwy. to Ocean Ave in Carmel, CA, where
the byway ends.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Oakland International Airport, CA (107 miles / 172.20 km,
1 hour 49 minutes)

Start:
Airport Drive at Oakland International
Airport
N 37.713° W 122.213° [?]

Directions:

• Head southeast on Airport Drive.
• Continue onto 98th Avenue.
• Merge onto I-880 S.
• Take exit 4-B to merge onto

US-101 S toward Los Angeles.
• Take the ramp to Monterey/

Peninsula.
• Merge onto CA-156 W.
• Continue onto CA-1 S.
• Take exit 399A toward CA-68 W

toward Pacific Grove/Pebble
Beach.

• Slight left at CA-68 E.
• Take the 1st right onto 17 Mile

Drive.
Junction
with
byway:

4199 17 Mile Dr, Del Monte Forest, CA
N 36.575° W 121.913° [?]

San Francisco International Airport, CA (110 miles /
177.03 km, 1 hour 52 minutes)

Start:
S McDonnell Rd & S Link Rd, San
Francisco, CA 94128
N 37.617° W 122.388° [?]

Directions:

• Merge onto US-101 south.
• Merge onto CA-156.
• Merge onto CA-1 south.
• The byway begins on CA-1 in the

city of Carmel-By-The-Sea.
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Junction
with byway:

4199 17 Mile Dr, Del Monte Forest, CA
N 36.575° W 121.912° [?]

San Jose International Airport, CA (76.5 miles / 123.11 km,
1 hour 23 minutes)

Start:
Terminal Drive at the San Jose
International Airport
N 37.367° W 121.926° [?]

Directions:

• Head southeast on Terminal Drive
toward Airport Pkwy.

• Continue onto Airport Blvd.
• Continue onto Angelo Way.
• Turn left at Airport Blvd.
• Turn right to merge onto CA-87 S

onto I-280/Downtown.
• Take exit 1A for State 85 S

toward Gilroy.
• Merge onto CA-85 S.
• Merge onto US-101 S.
• Take the ramp to Monterey/

Peninsula.
• Merge onto CA-156 W.
• Continue onto CA-1 S.
• Take exit 399A for CA-68 W

toward Pacific Grove/Pebble
Beach.

• Slight left at CA-68 E.
• Take the first right onto 17 Mile

Dr.

Junction
with byway:

4199 17 Mile Dr, Del Monte Forest, CA
N 36.575° W 121.913° [?]
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Nearby cities

San Francisco, CA (120 miles / 193.12 km, 2 hours 5
minutes)

Start: 210 S Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA
N 37.770° W 122.417° [?]

Directions:

• Get on US-101 south.
• Merge onto CA-156.
• Merge onto CA-1 south.
• The byway begins on CA-1 in the

city of Carmel-By-The-Sea.

Junction
with byway:

4199 17 Mile Dr, Del Monte Forest, CA
N 36.575° W 121.912° [?]
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Road Trip:
A Day Along Big Sur Coast

Departure: Hearst San Simeon State Historical Monument (Hearst Castle),
California

Destination: Monterey Bay Aquarium, California
Time to
allow:

1 day

Crashing waves, rolling fog, sheer rocky cliffs, and pleasant bends and curves make a trip
down Big Sur Coast Highway an unforgettable experience. You can complete this
itinerary in a day, but high quality lodging and camping areas are available if you feel
like a day isn't enough to see it all.

Day 1
• Start: Hearst San Simeon State Historical Monument (Hearst

Castle)

Suggested time at this stop: 3 hours
Above the ocean at San Simeon lies the creation of two extraordinary people,
William Randolph Hearst and Julia Morgan. Their collaboration, which took
nearly 30 years to complete, transformed a hilltop campsite into the world-
famous Hearst Castle.

• Stop 2: Piedras Blancas Elephant Seal Rookery
From
previous
stop:

21 minutes / 11.2 mi (17.9 km)

Directions: Return to the byway and continue north. Signs indicate the
location of the rookery. Vista points begin at mile marker 61.3
and continue on to 65.1.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

30 minutes

Located just off Highway 1, the Piedras Blancas Elephant Seal Rookery is home
to a population of around 8000 elephant seals. From December to April, the
beaches fill with the animals during their mating season, and pups can be found
learning to swim.
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• Stop 3: Ragged Point Vista

From previous stop: 8 minutes / 6.9 mi (11.0 km)
Directions: Continue along Highway 1, at mile marker

72.9.
Suggested time at this
stop:

30 minutes

A popular destination for large tour bus groups to stop and stretch their legs,
have lunch, and take in the experience of the California Big Sur Coast. Home to
the largest waterfall in Big Sur and popular for weddings, Ragged Point offers
what some call the best view along the Byway. A hiking trail offers a closer look
at nature.

• Stop 4: Limekiln State Park

From previous stop: 30 minutes / 24.2 mi (38.7 km)
Directions: Take byway to mile marker 21.
Suggested time at this stop: 30 minutes

This 716-acre park features the beauty of the redwoods, the rugged coast and the
cultural history of limekilns, which are kilns or furnaces in which limestone and/
or shells are burned and reduced to lime.
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• Stop 5: Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park

From previous stop: 19 minutes / 15 mi (24.0 km)
Directions: Continue along byway to mile marker 35.9.
Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour

Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park stretches from the Big Sur coastline into nearby
3,000-foot ridges. The park features redwood, tan oak, madrone, chaparral, and
an 80-foot waterfall that drops from granite cliffs into the ocean from the
Overlook Trail.

• Stop 6: Big Sur

From previous stop: 17 minutes / 12.8 mi (20.5 km)
Directions: Big Sur is located right on the byway.
Suggested time at this stop: 30 minutes

Though recognized as a town on most road maps, Big Sur is really more of an
area than a town. It contains a large camping area, while many inns, restaurants,
and other small shops are found up and down the corridor.

• Stop 7: Point Sur State Historic Park

From previous stop: 10 minutes / 6.1 mi (9.8 km)
Directions: Keep traveling along the byway, signs will notify you

of the State Park.
Suggested time at
this stop:

1 hour

Point Sur Historic State Park features the Point Sur Lighthouse. Modern
technology has now replaced the kerosene lamps of times past, but the beautiful
buildings remain part of the scenery along the Big Sur Coastline.
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• Stop 8: Carmel

From previous stop: 32 minutes / 20.6 mi (33.0 km)
Suggested time at this stop: 30 minutes

The city of Carmel is situated in a forested area just off Highway One. Carmel is
about five miles south of Monterey and 26 miles north of Big Sur.

• Stop 9: Point Lobos State Reserve
From previous stop: 9 minutes / 4.2 mi (6.7 km)
Directions: Located a few miles down the byway.
Suggested time at this stop: 30 minutes

Deriving its name from the offshore rocks at Punta de los Lobos Marinos, Point
of the Sea Wolves, where the sound of the sea lions carries inland, the reserve
has often been called the crown jewel of the State Park System.

• Stop 10: Monterey

From previous stop: 15 minutes / 7.4 mi (11.8 km)
Directions: Continue along Highway 1.
Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour

In its early days, Monterey was the capital of the Spanish territory of California,
while Monterey Bay was an important port. The city displays its historical
importance with beautifully restored historic buildings and a "Path of History"
walking tour.
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• End: Monterey Bay Aquarium

From previous stop: 4 minutes / 1.7 mi (2.7 km)
Directions: Located in Monterey
Suggested time at this stop: 2 hours

The marvels of our ocean planet come to life at the world-acclaimed Monterey
Bay Aquarium. Your visit will carry you into the hidden world of Monterey Bay-
- a place of ever-changing beauty at the heart of the nation's largest marine
sanctuary.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 110.1 miles / 176.2 km

Total Travel Time: 2 hours 45 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 11 hours
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