
Journey Through Hallowed Ground
Byway
The 180-mile corridor of the Journey
Through Hallowed Ground Byway
through Maryland, Pennsylvania, and
Virginia is "Where America Happened."
It is said that this corridor holds more
historic sites than any other in the US.

Length: 180 miles / 288.0 km

Local Information
We do not have contact information
for this Byway.

Visitor Services
Accessibility
Many of the sites along the byway have universal access accommodations
addressing varying abilities, primarily mobility impairments, and guided tours.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
##In Maryland## Bicycling along portions of US 15 between Culpeper and
US 15 Business in Pennsylvania is either expressly prohibited or discouraged.
Alternative routes for cyclists are along MD 351, MD 180, Hessong Bridge
Rd, and Old Frederick Rd, among others. The bywayÕs ÒHistoric Main StreetÓ
communities offer extensive pedestrian improvements and many, including
Frederick, have walking tours. ##In Virginia## Bicycling along portions of US
15 between Culpeper and the VA/MD border is either expressly prohibited or
discouraged. However, VDOT has plans for a bike path along sections of US
15, and Virginia Tech graduate students prepared a Bicycle and Pedestrian
Trail Plan that creates a safe touring route along roads that roughly parallel the
byway and enters each of the downtowns along the main spine. The bywayÕs
ÒHistoric Main StreetÓ communities offer extensive pedestrian improvements
and many Ð including Leesburg, Warrenton, Remington, Culpeper, Orange,
and Charlottesville Ð have walking tours. ##In Pennsylvania## The Gettysburg
National Military Park has extensive pedestrian and bicycle accommodations,
and the city of Gettysburg offers a walking tour and pedestrian improvements
including sidewalks to the battlefield.
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Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Information
##In Maryland## Information is available at these sites in Maryland: * The
Mason Dixon Discovery Center at US-15 in Emmitsburg is open year-round, 9
am-5 pm daily. Services include rest stop and welcome center with picnic
pavilions, dog walking area, playground, scenic overlook, vending machines,
restrooms, and brochures featuring local attractions. * The Tourism Council of
Frederick County at 19 E. Church Street in Frederick is open year-round, 9
am-5 pm daily. Services include information about events and attractions,
maps, brochures, and restrooms. ##In Virginia## Visitor information is
available at several locations along the byway, including the following
locations in Virginia: * Loudoun Co. Convention & Visitor Assn is located at
222 Catoctin Circle in Leesburg. Open daily from 9 am-5 pm, this site offers
information about events & attractions, including maps, brochures, and
guidebooks. * Charlottesville Downtown Visitor Center is located at 610 E.
Main Street in Charlottesville. It's open daily from 9 am- 5 pm and offers
attraction info, lodging reservations, restrooms, and free two-hour parking.
##In Pennsylvania## Visitor information is available at the Gettysburg
Convention and Visitors Bureau, which is located at 102 Carlisle Street in
Gettysburg. Hours of operation are from Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am
to 5:00 pm and Sunday, 10:00 am to 3 pm. The Information Center offers
information about events and attractions in and around Gettysburg, including
maps, brochures, guidebooks, etc.; informative staff who can answer questions
regarding events and attractions; and restrooms in the parking garage across
the street.
Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Special Considerations
Visitors should be aware of weekday commuter traffic, which, during the morning and
afternoon rush hours, may cause delays in some locations along the byway.
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Restrictions
There are no seasonal closures or similar restrictions along the route.

Bicycling along portions of US 15 between Culpeper and US 15 Business in
Pennsylvania is either expressly prohibited or discouraged.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Autumn is an ideal time to visit; the weather is comfortable for visiting the byway
sites and the fall color creates a particularly scenic drive.

Map and Directions
Standard Map - Northern Section
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Standard Map - Southern Section

Legend:
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Driving Directions

Pennsylvania Section
The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Byway in Pennsylvania begins at the
intersection of Old Harrisburg Road/US 15 and Shrivers Corner Road/State Highway
394.

¥ Drive southwest on Old Harrisburg Road/US Route 15 Business.
¥ Turn south on Carlisle Street/US Route 15 Business towards Gettysburg.
¥ Follow US Route 15 Business, which merges with US Route 15 at Fairplay, PA.
¥ Continue on US-15 toward Maryland.

The byway in Pennsylvania ends along US-15 at the PA/MD border.

Maryland Section
The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Byway in Maryland begins just north of
Emmitsburg on US 15 at the border with Pennsylvania.

¥ Take U.S. Highway 15/Catoctin Mountain Highway south all the way to
Frederick.

¥ Stay on U.S. Highway 15/Catoctin Mountain Highway through Frederick.
¥ The same road will turn south. Follow it south to Point of Rocks.
¥ Continue through Point of Rocks to the Potomac River on the border of

Maryland and Virginia, where the byway in Maryland ends.

Virginia Section
The Journey Through Hallowed Ground Byway in Virginia begins at the VA/MD border
just south of Point of Rocks (over the Point of Rocks Bridge over the Potomac River) on
US 15.

Point of Rocks to Leesburg
¥ Stay on U.S. Highway 15/Catoctin Mountain Highway.
¥ Turn south on to U.S. Highway 15/James Monroe Highway.
¥ Stay on U.S. Highway 15/James Monroe Highway going through Leesburg.

Leesburg to Haymarket
¥ U.S. Highway 15/James Monroe Highway will change into N. King Street then

back to U.S. Highway 15/James Monroe Highway.
¥ Follow it to Haymarket.

Haymarket to Warrenton
¥ Stay on U.S. Highway 15/James Monroe Highway.
¥ Turn west on to U.S. Highway 15/Lee Highway.
¥ Turn south on to Blackwell Road.
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Warrenton to Remington
¥ Continue on Blackwell Road. It will change into Alexandria Pike.
¥ Turn southeast on to Main Street, which will change into Falmouth Street.
¥ Turn south on to U.S Highway 17/James Madison Highway.
¥ Continue on U.S Highway 17/James Madison Highway.
¥ Turn off of U.S Highway 17/James Madison Highway on to James Madison

Street going through Remington.

Remington to Culpeper
¥ Turn west on Remington Road then connect on to U.S Highway 17/James

Madison Highway.
¥ Turn south on to Alanthus Road.
¥ Then turn west on to Brandy Road.
¥ Continue on Brandy Road, it will change to U.S. Highway 15/Brandy Road/

James Madison Highway.
¥ Merge on to N. Main Street going south to Culpeper.

Culpeper to Orange
¥ Continue on N. Main Street, it will change to S. Main Street.
¥ Turn south on to Orange Road.
¥ Stay on Orange Road, it will change to U.S. Highway 15/James Madison

Highway.
¥ Follow U.S. Highway 15/James Madison Highway to Orange.

Orange to Old Somerset
¥ Turn west on to W. Main Street which becomes VA-20/Constitution Highway.
¥ Follow VA-20/Constitution Highway to Old Somerset.

Old Somerset to Charlottesville going south on VA-231/Blue Ridge
Turnpike

¥ Turn south on to VA-231/Blue Ridge Turnpike.
¥ Turn southwest on to VA-231/W. Gordon Avenue.
¥ VA-231/W. Gordon Avenue will change into Louisa Road.
¥ Turn east on to U.S. Highway 250/Richmond Road.
¥ Then turn southwest on N. Milton Road.
¥ Turn south on Milton Road.
¥ Turn west on VA-53/Thomas Jefferson Parkway.
¥ Stay on VA-53/Thomas Jefferson Parkway.
¥ Turn northeast on to VA-20/Scottsville Road.
¥ Turn northeast on to VA-12/Avon Street; VA-12/Avon Street will change to 9th

Street N.E. to Charlottesville.

Charlottesville to Old Somerset
¥ While on 9th Street N.E. turn northeast on to E. High Street.
¥ Turn east on Richmond Road, then turn north on to VA-20/Stony Point Road.
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¥ State Highway 20/Stony Point Road will change to VA-20/Constitution
Highway.

¥ Turn northwest on to VA-20/Constitution Highway.
¥ Then turn northeast on to VA-20/Constitution Highway and follow it to Old

Somerset.
The byway ends in a loop between Old Somerset and Charlottesville on VA-20 and
VA-231.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI), MD
(77.5 miles / 124.72 km, 1 hour 24 minutes)

Start:
Baltimore Washington International
Airport
N 39.180¡W 76.667¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From the airport take I-195 W
¥ Take exit 4A to I-95 N toward

I-695/Baltimore
¥ Take exit 49B to I-695 W toward

Towson
¥ Take exit 16 toward Frederick
¥ Take I-70 W
¥ Take exit 53B to US-15 N/US-40

W toward Gettysburg
¥ Stay on 15 N to MD/PA line,

where the byway begins in those
states.

Junction
with byway:

15 N on the MD/PA line
N 39.719¡W 77.309¡[?]

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA), VA
(38.8 miles / 62.44 km, 44 minutes)

Start:
Ronald Reagan National Airport
N 38.850¡W 77.040¡[?]

Directions:
¥ Head north on National Airport

Access Rd toward National Airport
Access Rd/ Smith Blvd.
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¥ Take the ramp onto George
Washington Memorial Parkway N.
Take the I-395 S exit toward
Richmond, staying slightly to the
left at I-395 S.

¥ Take exit 8B to VA 110 N toward
I-66 W.

¥ Merge onto VA 110 N. Take the
exit onto I-66 W and follow I-66 W
to US 15.

Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of I-66 W and US 15
N 38.815¡W 77.643¡[?]

Washington-Dulles International Airport (IAD), VA (15.4
miles / 24.78 km, 17 minutes)

Start:
Washington- Dulles International Airport
N 38.953¡W 77.448¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Follow the Dulles Access Road
East/Hirst Brault Expressway East
after leaving the terminal area.

¥ Take the exit for VA 267/VA 28,
staying to the right and following
signs for Leesburg.

¥ Continue toward VA 287 W and
merge onto VA 267 W.

¥ Take exit 1A to merge onto US 15
W toward Warrenton/Leesburg.

¥ Alternatively, from the Dulles
Access Road East/Hirst Brault
Expressway, head north on Sully
Road/VA 28 to Harry Bird
Hwy\Leesburg Pike\VA-7.

¥ Head west on VA-7. VA-7 becomes
E Market Street approaching
Leesburg.

¥ Follow E Market St\VA-7 West into
downtown Leesburg to the
intersection of Market and King
Streets.
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¥ The byway follows King Street in
Leesburg.

Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of Market and King Streets
N 39.115¡W 77.565¡[?]

Nearby cities

Hagerstown, MD(23 miles / 37.01 km, 26 minutes)

Start:
Intersection of Potomac St. and National
Pike/US-40
N 39.642¡W 77.720¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Head southeast on National Pike/
US-40 E/E Washington St

¥ Follow US-40 for 23 miles then
merge onto US-15/US-40 where you
enter the byway in Frederick.

Junction
with
byway:

Southbound US-15/US-40
N 39.412¡W 77.436¡[?]

Washington, DC(36 miles / 57.94 km, 46 minutes)

Start:
Intersection of Constitution Ave NW and
17th St. NW
N 38.892¡W 77.039¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Head west on Constitution Ave NW/
toward Virginia Ave NW.

¥ Continue onto I-66 W. Continue for
22 miles.

¥ Take exit 53B for VA-28 N.
¥ Make a slight right at State Route

620/Sully Rd/VA-28 N.
¥ Make a slight left toward Braddock

Rd/State Route 620.
¥ Turn left at Braddock Rd/State

Route 620 and continue to follow
Braddock Rd onto Journey to
Hallowed Ground Byway.
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Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of Braddock Rd and Journey to
Hallowed Ground Byway
N 38.956¡W 77.622¡[?]

Nearby pois

Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, WV (14.8 miles /
23.82 km, 20 minutes)

Start:
Harpers Ferry
N 39.323¡W 77.730¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From HarperÕs Ferry, head east on
US-340 for 12.4 miles.

¥ Take Exit 8 for Lander Road, and
then make a slight left onto
Mountville Road.

¥ Follow Mountville Road for 2 miles
to US -15, the byway in Maryland.

¥ To reach the byway in Virginia,
continue south on US-15. Stay on
US-15 south for 5 miles to the Point
of Rocks Bridge and cross over the
bridge into Virginia.

Junction
with
byway:

Point of Rocks Bridge
N 37.315¡W 77.335¡[?]
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Road Trip:
The Civil War Civilian Experience on the Journey
Through Hallowed Ground in Virginia
Departure: Leesburg, Virginia, Virginia

Destination: Culpeper, VA, Virginia

Time to allow: 1 day

YouÕve seen the battlefields and heard the stories of the soldiers, the generals, the
politicians. But what about the men, women, and children left at home to keep things
running while the rest of the nation was at war? Spend a day on the Journey Through
Hallowed Ground Byway in Virginia experiencing life as a civilian during the Civil War.
Tour households, view artifacts at museums, and stroll through historic downtown
districts as you learn the stories of the men, women, and children who bravely fought
their own wars at home.

Day 1
¥ Start: Leesburg, Virginia

Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour 30 minutes

Spend the morning wandering through historic downtown Leesburg. Stop by the
Loudoun Museum to learn the stories of the town's Civil War population, and
then walk through the Historic District to see the homes made famous for their
participation in the war. If you happen upon the Glenfiddich House, known as
Harrison Hall during the war, picture Mr. Harrison's two young daughters
peeking through the upstairs window as Confederate General Robert E. Lee came
to recuperate from a fall from his horse. While there, Lee held a war council
which ultimately resulted in the Confederate invasion of Maryland and the Battle
of Antietam. Many of the homes are privately owned and only available to tour
at certain times of the year, but you can still walk past them and consider the
lives of those who sought shelter within during the Civil War.
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¥ Stop 2:Oatlands Historic House and Gardens

From
previous
stop:

13 minutes / 6.4mi (10.2km)

Directions: Take US-15/James Monroe Hwy and head south. Turn left onto
Oatlands Plantation Lane, which will take you to the Oatlands
Historic House and Gardens.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours 30 minutes

A flourishing wheat plantation up until the Civil War, the Oatlands Historic
House and Gardens play host to over 200 years of history and a majestic 3,408
acre estate covered in a wealth of lush grounds and colorful flower gardens. The
plantation was formed in 1798 by George Carter, who made his fortune using
slave labor. At the time of the Civil War's beginnings, the plantation housed 128
slaves, the largest slave population in the county. Carter died before the war
began, but his widow, two sons, and the estate survived the war. Today, you can
take a guided tour of the Mansion House and hear the stories of the families who
owned Oatlands throughout the years. Self-guided tours are also available. If
you're going to be there around lunchtime, bring a picnic lunch and feel free to
eat it in the wooded picnic grove (food service facilities are not available on the
grounds).
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¥ Stop 3:Warrenton, Virginia

From
previous
stop:

48 minutes / 28.8mi (46.1km)

Directions: Head north on Oatlands Plantation Lane back to US-15/James
Monroe Hwy. Continue following US-15 through Haymarket and
to Warrenton. Turn left onto Blackwell Road and follow into
downtown Warrenton.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

Although it boasted a population of only 600 people in 1860, Warrenton,
Virginia was known as the richest town in the entire south. Like many other
small southern towns, Warrenton became the target for many raids while its
schools and churches functioned as hospitals. Visit the Old Jail Museum to learn
the Civil War stories of Warrenton's citizens. After a self-guided tour of the
museum (or a guided one if you make an appointment ahead of time), ramble
through Warrenton's Historic District to view a number of structures from the
Civil War era. Be sure to check out Downtown Historic Warrenton and see why
movie director Clint Eastwood used Main Street as the backdrop for a recent
period film.
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¥ Stop 4:Graffiti House
From
previous
stop:

24 minutes / 17.9mi (28.6km)

Directions: Head south out of Warrenton on US-15/James Madison
Highway. Follow the Highway for about sixteen miles and then
turn left onto Alanthus Rd. Take another left on Brandy Rd. The
Graffiti House is on the right.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

45 minutes

Graffiti House is known not only for its role in national history but also recent
events surrounding it as well. The building was nearly torn down in the 1990's,
but a developer examined the interior walls to discover what is now considered
to be a fascinating example of our nation's history. This quaint, red, two-story
building in Brandy Station, VA was used during the Civil War as a hospital for
both Union and Confederate forces. As you tour the building, pay attention to the
"graffiti-ed" walls where soldiers would leave inscriptions, drawings, messages,
and signatures as they passed through the town. Be sure to ask how the town got
its name!

¥ End: Culpeper, VA

From
previous
stop:

15 minutes / 7mi (11.2km)

Directions: Head west on Brandy Rd and take a right onto Alanthus Road.
Take your second left to get back on US-15/James Madison
Highway. Follow US-15 into Culpeper, VA. Turn left onto Main
St to reach the Museum of Culpeper History, which will be on
your left.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

The town of Culpeper played an integral part in the Civil War, which altered the
life of every citizen in town. Today, you can see evidence of the over 160
skirmishes and battles the town participated in as you tour the Museum of
Culpeper History's interactive exhibits. Also, take advantage of a self-guided
driving tour or a walking tour (brochures are available at the Visitor's Center)
and experience firsthand the sights of this historical place!
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Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 60.1 miles / 96.2 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 40 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 7 hours 45 minutes
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