
Red River Gorge Scenic Byway
One of the nation's special natural areas,
Red River Gorge offers stone arches,
caves, cliffs, ravines and waterflows.
Designated as a National Natural
Landmark, a National Wild and Scenic
River and a National Geological Area,
the landscape of this part of Kentucky
offers scenic, natural and recreation
experiences.

Length: 46 miles / 73.6 km

Time
to
Allow:

One hour to drive or five
hours to experience the
entire Byway.

Local Information
Southern & Eastern KY Tourism
Development Association
606-677-6095

Visitor Services
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
The byway accommodates bicycles, but not at a high safety level due to the
narrowness and winding nature of the road. There are many points along the
byway to stop and walk on trails ranging in difficulty from easy to rigorous.

Camping
Primitive camping is available in the Clifty Wilderness Area. Camping is
primarily available at Natural Bridge State Resort Park and Koomer Ridge
Campground.

Food
Food is available in Slade and Stanton.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available in Slade and Stanton.

Information
Various Visitor's Centers, interpretive signs, and maps are available along the
byway to provide information. At the western end of the byway, information
can be found at the Stanton Forest Service Office.

Lodging
Several different forms of lodging are available in Slade and Stanton.
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Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Special Considerations
¥ Travel must be cautious and slow along the Byway after an ice storm.
¥ Help preserve the past by not disturbing or collecting historical or archaeological

artifacts.
¥ There are many cliffs in the Red River Gorge area so plan accordingly.

Restrictions
Large trucks are prohibited from Nada Tunnel because of its small size.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

The Byway can be driven in all seasons, however, roads may become icy during
winter so travel with caution.

Fall
Fall brings brilliant foliage.

Spring
Springtime offers spectacular flowering wildflowers, redbuds and dogwood blooms.

Summer
Summer offers the lush forest green, and nature's air-conditioning. A difference of
10 degrees can be noticed between the forest and town.

Winter
Winter provides magnificent ice formations, and snow covered mountains.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
The Red River Gorge Scenic Byway follows KY11, KY715, and KY15 from Stanton to
Zachariah.
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¥ From the west, follow KY15 southerly to the intersection of KY 15 and 77. Turn
left and go northerly on KY77 to the intersection with KY715.

¥ Follow KY715 southerly to KY15 in Pine Ridge. Turn right and follow KY15 to
the intersection with KY11.

¥ Turn left and follow byway to its end at the Wolfe County line in Zachariah.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby Cities

Lexington, KY (41 miles / 65.98 km, 37 minutes)

Start:
I-64 eastbound, Lexington, KY
N 38.079¡W 84.458¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take I-64 east to Winchester.
¥ Get on Bert T. Combs Mountain Pky and go

southeast to KY-15 in Stanton where the
byway begins.

Junction
with
byway:

KY-15 from KY-213, Stanton, KY
N 37.846¡W 83.859¡[?]

Context
map
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Road Trip:
Red River Gorge Scenic Byway
Departure: Stanton
Destination: Zachariah
Time to allow: 1 day

Enjoy fascinating geology, interesting plant life and wildlife viewing, and recreation
opportunities all along Red River Gorge Scenic Byway.

¥ Start: Stanton

Stanton is the beginning point for the Red River Gorge Scenic Byway. Here
you'll find access to hundreds of miles of trails.

¥ Stop 2:Red River

Directions
from
previous
place:

Continue along Red River Gorge to the Red
River crossing. The river travels along with
you as you travel the Byway.

Distance
from
Previous
Site:

5 miles / 8.0 km

Travel
Time from
Previous
Site:

10 minutes

Suggested
Time at
This Site:

15 minutes

Soon after you begin your drive along the Red River Gorge, you'll cross the Red
River. The Red River carved the Red River Gorge thousands of years ago and
offers a variety of recreation options. Kayak, canoe, or just enjoy the water's
gentle sounds as you travel the Byway.
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¥ Stop 3:Nada Tunnel

Distance from Previous Site: 15 miles / 24.0 km
Travel Time from Previous Site: 20 minutes
Suggested Time at This Site: 15 minutes

Nada Tunnel is a hand carved tunnel which goes through solid rock. The 900
foot tunnel is an alternative way to access the Red River Gorge. The tunnel is for
one-lane traffic only.

¥ Stop 4:Raven Rock

Distance from Previous Site: 3 miles / 4.8 km
Travel Time from Previous Site: 10 minutes
Suggested Time at This Site: 45 minutes

Raven Rock is a site to view dramatic arches that can be found along the Red
River Gorge Scenic Byway. This state park is a nice place to relax with the
family.

¥ Stop 5:Red River Gorge Geological Area

The Red River Gorge Geological Area is known for the numerous natural stone
arches located within this area, as well as the historic significance of the logging
industry.

¥ Stop 6:Clifty Wilderness

This national wilderness area provides remote camping and hiking opportunities.
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¥ Stop 7:Gladie Historic Site

Gladie Historic Site is a historic logging settlement, complete with a
reconstructed log cabin.

¥ Stop 8:Sky Bridge

Sky Bridge is the largest arch in Red River Gorge.

¥ Stop 9:Angel Windows

Angel Windows is a scenic pullout and short hike which allows visitors a chance
to view the Angel Windows arches.

¥ Stop 10:Pine Ridge

This scenic hamlet is located at the eastern edge of the Gorge.
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¥ Stop 11:Natural Bridge State Resort Park

Natural Bridge State Resort Park features Natural Bridge with a skylift to the
bridge.

¥ Stop 12:Sheltowee Trace National Recreational Trail

Towards the Zachariah end of the Byway, you'll cross the famous Sheltowee
Trail. This trail runs the north to south width of the state, and it was used by
Native Americans and Daniel Boone.

¥ End: Zachariah

Zachariah is the ending point of the Red River Gorge Scenic Byway.

Total Distance Traveled : 23 miles / 36.8 km

Red River Gorge Scenic Byway

Page 8 of 8

http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32610
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32610
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32610
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32626
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32626
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/32626
http://byways.org/explore/byways/2482/places/38814

	Red River Gorge Scenic Byway
	byways.org
	Red River Gorge Scenic Byway
	Local Information
	Visitor Services
	Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
	Camping
	Food
	Gasoline
	Information
	Lodging
	Phone
	Restrooms
	Special Considerations
	Restrictions
	Seasons

	Map and Directions
	
	Legend:
	Driving Directions
	Getting to the Byway
	Nearby Cities

	Road Trip: Red River Gorge Scenic Byway
	Start: Stanton
	Stop 2: Red River
	Stop 3: Nada Tunnel
	Stop 4: Raven Rock
	Stop 5: Red River Gorge Geological Area
	Stop 6: Clifty Wilderness
	Stop 7: Gladie Historic Site
	Stop 8: Sky Bridge
	Stop 9: Angel Windows
	Stop 10: Pine Ridge
	Stop 11: Natural Bridge State Resort Park
	Stop 12: Sheltowee Trace National Recreational Trail
	End: Zachariah
	Total Distance Traveled : 23 miles / 36.8 km



