
Florida Keys Scenic Highway
The Florida Keys Scenic Highway
travels from the casual city of Key
Largo to the even more relaxed
community of Key West following the
Old Keys Railroad Bridges of US 1.

Length: 106.5 miles / 170.4
km

Time to
Allow:

Four hours

Local Information
Jane Tallman
305-289-2521
Send E-mail

Visitor Services
Fees
There are no fees to travel the byway.

Accessibility
There are five Chamber of Commerce Information Centers, with multilingual
service representatives, located along the corridor at MMÕs 106, 83, 53, 31,
and in Old Town Key West. All of these centers offer universal access
accommodations including Americans with Disabilities (ADA) compliance,
security staff availability, multilingual hosts and informational materials.
These centers have restroom facilities and ample parking including handicap
accommodations. Additionally, these centers offer multilingual, direct access
telephone services for visitors with questions regarding restaurants, attractions
and lodging.
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Responding to citizen concerns, Clean Florida Keys, Inc. acted to save the Old
Keys Railroad Bridges. Members served on the Governor's Old Keys Bridges
Task Force that recommended maintaining the bridges for recreational use -
fishing, running, walking and bicycling. Clean Florida Keys, Inc. helped
develop a partnership among Monroe County and the Florida Departments of
Environmental Protection (FDEP) and Transportation (FDOT) to design and
fund plans for the Overseas Heritage Trail. Currently, the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection (FDEP) is implementing a multi-use bike/ped
facility adjacent to the FKSH, the Overseas Heritage Trail. The vision is that
of a 100-mile-plus trail extending from Key West to Key Largo as an
alternative transportation route and recreational greenway that encourages,
hiking, running, bicycling, sight-seeing, fishing and kayaking. Trail
development will include educational kiosks, picnic areas, scenic overlooks,
fishing platforms, jogging paths, trailheads and water access. Approximately
45 miles is in place with the remainder under development.
Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasoline is available.

Information
FloridaÕs Turnpike maintains a travelersÕ informational kiosk at its Snapper
Creek service plaza north of the scenic highway. Open 24 hours a day, this
facility is staffed with representatives available to answer questions on
weekdays, Monday through Friday. There are five Chamber of Commerce
Information Centers, with multilingual service representatives, located along
the corridor at MMÕs 106, 83, 53, 31, and in Old Town Key West. The
facilities are open seven days a week.
Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.
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Special Considerations

Traffic Safety on the Highway
The three components to adequate safety along the scenic highway are speed limits,
lighting, and informational signage. The FKSH is a two-lane roadway that widens to four
lanes in higher density areas. Because the scenic highway is linear and mostly two lanes,
speeds are lower, less than 50 miles per hour (mph), and speed signs are clearly marked
and limits enforced. This slower speed contributes to traffic safety. Major intersections
are well-lighted. FDOT monitors safety along US 1 and has recently made roadway
improvements that enhance traffic calming.

Wild Animal Habitats
Florida has some of the greatest beaches in the world allowing greater opportunities for
contact with aquatic wildlife. Please pay close attention to the areas you recreate in and
follow these safety precautions.

Jellyfish

Watch for: Bluebottles (Portuguese man-of-war) are related to jellyfish. They are blue,
transparent, gas-filled floats around seven cm long with dark-blue tentacles of up to 10
meters in length. They drift on the surface of warm water, are blown by the wind and
washed ashore.

DO NOT TOUCH any jellyfish-like animal that has been washed onto the beach as
venom can still be discharged from the stinging cells. In case of an emergency only swim
in areas patrolled by life-savers.

Be alert to anyone swimming in the same area that is stung, and then leave the water to
avoid being stung.
TREATMENT:

DO NOT try to pull off tentacle pieces still sticking to the skin as they may sting again.
Pour vinegar onto any tentacle pieces still sticking to the skin, wipe or brush them off
later. Commercial sting & bite products may ease the pain. If reaction is severe take the
victim to a doctor.

Manatees

Passive observation (observing from a distance) is the best way to protect manatees and
all wildlife. If you see manatees while swimming, diving or boating, please follow these
suggestions:

¥ Do not enter designated manatee sanctuaries for any reason.
¥ Look, but don't touch -- observe manatees from the surface of the water and at a

distance.
¥ Avoid excessive noise and splashing.
¥ Use snorkel gear when attempting to watch manatees -- the sound of scuba gear

may cause them to leave the area.
¥ Don't feed manatees or give them water.
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You actually have the most to gain by remaining at a distance. By quietly observing
manatees, you will get a rare opportunity to see the natural behavior of these unique
animals.

Sharks

¥ Always stay in groups since sharks are more likely to attack a solitary individual.
¥ Do not wander too far from shore --- this isolates an individual and additionally

places one far away from assistance.
¥ Avoid being in the water during darkness or twilight hours when sharks are most

active and have a competitive sensory advantage.
¥ Do not enter the water if bleeding from an open wound or if menstruating --- a

shark's olfactory ability is acute.
¥ Wearing shiny jewelry is discouraged because the reflected light resembles the

sheen of fish scales.
¥ Avoid waters with known effluents or sewage and those being used by sport or

commercial fisherman, especially if there are signs of baitfishes or feeding
activity. Diving seabirds are good indicators of such action.

¥ Sightings of porpoises do not indicate the absence of sharks --- both often eat the
same food items.

¥ Use extra caution when waters are murky and avoid uneven tanning and bright
colored clothing --- sharks see contrast particularly well.

¥ Refrain from excess splashing and do not allow pets in the water because of their
erratic movements.

¥ Exercise caution when occupying the area between sandbars or near steep drop-
offs --- these are favorite hangouts for sharks.

¥ Do not enter the water if sharks are known to be present and evacuate (calmly)
the water if sharks are seen while there. And, of course, do not harass a shark if
you see one!

Red Tide

A red tide is a higher-than-normal concentration of a microscopic alga (plant-like
organisms). In Florida, the species that causes most red tides is Karenia brevis (K.
brevis). This organism produces a toxin that can affect the central nervous system of fish.
At high concentrations (called a bloom), the organisms may discolor the water. However,
red tides are not always red. They can appear greenish, brownish and even purple in
color. Or, the water can remain its normal color.

Swimming in a red tide is safe for most people. However, in some people, red tide can
cause skin irritation and burning eyes. Use common sense -- if you are particularly
susceptible to irritation from plant products, avoid red tide water. If you experience
irritation, get out and thoroughly wash off. Do not swim among dead fish because they
can be associated with harmful bacteria. People experience respiratory irritation
(coughing, sneezing and tearing) when the red tide organism (K. brevis) is present along
a coast and winds blow its toxic aerosol onshore.
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CAUTION: People with severe or chronic respiratory conditions (such as emphysema or
asthma) are advised to avoid red tide areas. Generally, symptoms are temporary and
disappear within hours (once exposure is discontinued).

Restrictions
There are no seasonal closings of the Florida Keys Scenic Highway. During hurricane
season, which lasts from June until November, bridges are sometimes closed when there
are excessive winds. However, tourists and residents are given ample warning via
internet, radio, television, and newspaper to evacuate, if necessary.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

The byway is beautiful year-round, and especially in autumn for an optimal
experience of scenic vistas and recreational opportunities.

High Season
Tourist season in the Florida Keys extends from December through May; however,
March has been documented with the highest rate of traffic on the Florida Keys
Scenic Highway.

Winter
Winters in the Keys are warm and dry.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
Begin the byway south of Florida City on US-1 as you leave the mainland. Continue on
US-1 from Key Largo to Key West.

The byway, also known as the Overseas Highway, is lined with milemarkers every mile,
like most every other highway in America. Awareness of these markers is useful as
residents of the Keys refer to them continually. When asking for directions in the Keys,
the answer likely will be that the spot being sought is at, just before or just beyond a mile
marker number.
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The GPS coordinates for the FKSH are as follows: the Northern limit is Latitude: 25
degrees 19.139 and Longitude: 80 degrees 38.722. The Southern limit is Latitude: 24
degrees 32.794 and Longitude: 81 degrees 47.849.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Key West International Airport, FL (3 miles / 4.83 km, 5
minutes)

Start: N 24.555¡W 81.760¡[?]

Directions:

¥ The Key West Airport is located on
South Roosevelt Boulevard in the
City of Key West. It is
approximately 3 miles from the
Florida Keys Scenic Highway
(FKSH) (approximately a 5-minute
drive).

¥ From the airport, drive east on
South Roosevelt Boulevard until it
intersects the FKSH at MM 4.

¥ From there, either travel northbound
on the scenic highway to the upper
Keys or southbound into the City of
Key West at the south end of the
scenic highway.

Junction
with
byway:

Intersection of South Roosevelt Boulevard
and FKSH
N 24.570¡W 81.752¡[?]

Miami International Airport, FL (60 miles / 96.56 km, 1
hour)

Start: N 25.797¡W 80.276¡[?]

Directions:

¥ The Miami International Airport
(MIA) is located approximately 60
minutes north of the northern limit
of the Florida Keys Scenic
Highway.
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¥ When departing MIA, follow the
signs south to the FloridaÕs
Turnpike and then to US 1.

¥ The route from MIA to the Florida
Keys is well marked.

Junction
with
byway:

Where US 1 turns into the Florida Keys
Scenic Highway
N 25.246¡W 80.436¡[?]
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Road Trip:
Water, Water Everywhere- A Day on a Tropical Island
Paradise
Departure: John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, Florida

Destination: Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail, Florida

Time to allow: 1 day

Any time of year, explore the coral reefs in the Upper Keys from a glass-bottom boat.
Visit a bayside marina, feed giant jumping tarpon, and have a picnic and swim on an
oceanside beach. Meet a dolphin face-to-face in the Middle Keys before seeing how
modern man provided access to the island chain. Stay in Marathon or camp at Bahia
Honda, then enjoy a nature trail and view of the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico
from the glorious old railroad bridge before taking the modern bridge South to Key West.
Get the camera out for the Southernmost Point and keep it handy while touring
HemingwayÕs Home and the Key West Lighthouse. Climb to the top for spectacular
island and ocean views; picnic at Fort Zachary Taylor State Park before stretching out on
the sandy beach, snorkeling, and touring the Fort. Then sail into the sunset on a schooner.

Day 1
¥ Start: John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park

Key Largo's star attraction is John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park -
the first underwater preserve in the United States. It is the only coral
reef in North America and is home to over 55 types of coral, sponges,
shrimp, crab, sea turtles, lobsters and eel, as well as over 600 species of fish. The
glass-bottom boat tours carry passengers through the parkÕs reefs where they can
view this abundant underwater wildlife. The land base includes a 30,000-gallon
salt-water aquarium and hosts other activities include snorkeling, diving, boating,
camping, kayaking, fishing, swimming and picnicking.
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¥ Stop 1:Florida Keys History of Diving Museum

From previous stop: 26 minutes / 19.5mi (31.2km)
Directions: Follow Mile Marker signs to Mile Marker 83.

Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour

<

p>At the Florida Keys History of Diving Museum, the international story of
3,000 years of underwater exploration is told and the special role that the Florida
Keys played is celebrated. Stroll through numerous exhibits with hundreds of
rare dive helmets, armored dive suits, old navy gear, ancient diving machines,
and an atmosphere decompression chamber, as well as photographs and oral
history.

¥ Stop 2:RobbieÕs Marina

From previous stop: 8 minutes / 5.5mi (8.8km)
Directions: Follow Mile Marker signs to Mile Marker 77.5.

Suggested time at this stop:30 minutes

RobbieÕs Marina, with a beautiful view of the bay, captures the Old Keys
lifestyle. ItÕs always feeding time at the dock, where you can get a bucket of bait
fish and hand-feed dozens of tarpon, some up to six feet long. Boats, kayaks, and
tours are all available to see dolphins, sea turtles, eagle rays, sharks, osprey and
egrets. Fishing charters are ready and waiting, whether you want deep-sea or flats
fishing in the Òback country.Ó

¥ Stop 3:Anne's Beach

From previous stop: 6 minutes / 4mi (6.4km)
Directions: Follow signs to Mile Marker 73.5.

Suggested time at this stop: 1 hour 30 minutes

At AnneÕs Beach, stretch out on the sand and slip your toes into the turquoise
water to enjoy a swim in the calm, clear Atlantic Ocean while kiteboarders take
advantage of the tropical sea breeze. See fishermen, stone crabbers, and lobster
farmers capture their bounties. Linger along a secluded boardwalk and picnic at
shaded tables among the native mangroves.
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¥ Stop 4:Dolphin Research Center
From previous stop: 20 minutes / 14.5mi (23.2km)
Directions: Follow signs to Mile Marker 59, bayside

Suggested time at this stop: 2 hours

The Dolphin Research Center was founded in 1946 as a marine research and
educational facility, and is home to a family of Atlantic bottlenose dolphins and
California sea lions. Enjoy educational tours and shows in their bayside theater.
Enter the exciting world of the dolphins by participating in a playful, structured,
interactive program. Call ahead to reserve a deep or shallow water dolphin
encounter.

¥ Stop 5:Pigeon Key

From previous stop: 20 minutes / 12mi (19.2km)
Directions: Follow Mile Marker signs to Mile Marker 47,

bayside.

Suggested time at this
stop:

2 hours

Walk or bike to Pigeon Key on the historic Overseas Highway Bridge to see the
5-acre island that served as a base camp for the hundreds of men who built the
Key West Extension of the Railroad. The 100-year-old tin-roofed, wood
clapboard buildings are now a museum. Visitors find many photo opportunities
on the historic bridge and tropical island. Snorkeling and picnicking are also a
pleasure at this unique location.

¥ Stop 6:Bahia Honda State Park

From previous stop: 12 minutes / 10mi (16.0km)
Directions: Follow Mile Marker signs to Mile Marker 37,

Oceanside

Suggested time at this
stop:

1 hour 30 minutes

Bahia Honda State Park is home to one of the top ÒTop Ten Beaches in the
United StatesÓ and offers camping, fishing, diving, snorkeling, hiking and
kayaking. Walk onto FlaglerÕs Historic Railroad trestle and enjoy the Atlantic
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico views. Relax on the beach, take a swim in the calm,
clear water, explore the nature trail, or picnic in one of the pavilions. For a few
hours or a few days, the park has year around appeal.
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¥ Stop 7:Southernmost Point

From
previous
stop:

1 hour / 37.6mi (60.2km)

Directions: Follow Mile Marker signs to Mile Marker 0. Turn left from
Truman Avenue (FKSH) onto Whitehead Street and drive seven
blocks to its end at South Street and the Southernmost Point
marker.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

15 minutes

The Southernmost Point marker is one of the most photographed landmarks in
the United States. The giant yellow, red, and black striped, buoy-shaped
monument marks the Southernmost Point in the Continental Untied States,
noting that Cuba is only 90 miles away. The site also commemorates the brave
Cubans who drowned trying to reach the land of their dreams, ÒThe Leader in
Democracy.Ó

¥ Stop 8:Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum

From
previous
stop:

2 minutes / 0.35mi (0.6km)

Directions: Located .25 miles south of Mile Marker 0. Return on
Whitehead Street driving eight blocks to the corner of Olivia
Street.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

1 hour

Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum is where one of AmericaÕs most honored
authors called home for more than 10 years and visited frequently in his later life.
He found solace and great physical challenges fishing the turquoise waters
surrounding Key West. Tour the rooms and gardens that inspired the most
prolific period of the Nobel Prize winnerÕs career, and meet the living
descendants of his legendary six-toed cats.
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¥ Stop 9:Key West Lighthouse and KeepersÕ Quarters Museum

From previous
stop:

1 minute

Directions: Located .25 miles south of Mile Marker zero. Walk across
Whitehead Street from previous stop.

Suggested time
at this stop:

1 hour

Key West Lighthouse and KeepersÕ Quarters Museum is the 15th-oldest
surviving lighthouse in the United States and was brought to its present height of
86 feet in 1894. Visitors can climb 88 steps to the balcony for a spectacular view
of the island, the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico, and tour the KeepersÕ
Quarters that hosts a lighthouse Fresnel lens large enough to walk into, historic
instruments, maps, and photos depicting its rich maritime history.

¥ Stop 10:Fort Zachary Taylor State Park

From
previous
stop:

5 minutes / 0.25mi (0.4km)

Directions: Located .6 miles from Mile Marker 0. Continue from previous
stop on Whitehead Street driving three blocks. Turn left on
Southard Street and follow the signs to the park entrance.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

Fort Zachary Taylor State Park is named for its Civil and Spanish-American War
Fort. On a guided tour or on your own, be sure to bring a camera for the
incredible view from the top of the Fort of the confluence of the Atlantic Ocean
and Gulf of Mexico. BBQ in the shade of trees, or lay out on the sandy beach.
Snorkel and see reef fish, coral, lobster, sponges and stingrays in the calm, clear
water.
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¥ Stop 11:Schooner Western Union Maritime Museum

From
previous
stop:

8 minutes / 1.25mi (2.0km)

Directions: From previous stop return on Southard Street to Whitehead Street
and turn left. Drive three blocks to Caroline Street and turn right.
Drive four blocks to William Street and turn left (see public
parking lot to your right and the Schooner Western Union
straight ahead). Located 0.75 miles from mile marker 0.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

Take a sunset sail on one of AmericaÕs oldest working wooden schooners, built
in Key West in 1939. Be part of the show coasting past the Mallory Square
Sunset Celebration into the tranquil waters of the Atlantic while the fiery sun
disappears from view.

¥ End: Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail

From previous stop: 5 minutes

The journey on the Florida Keys Scenic Highway, parallel to the Overseas
Heritage Trail, is an incomparable destination itself. Seeing the Atlantic Ocean
and Gulf of Mexico out either window is an unparalleled experience, their
shallow shelf of clear water reflecting bright turquoise, emerald, and aquamarine.
The reef keeps the near-shore waters calm as evidenced by boats of all kinds on
the horizon. The tempo slows and relaxation sinks in as palm trees sway in the
tropical breeze. And the bridge crossings bring you the sense of being out on the
island chain in a way that only traversing the Keys by land can.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 104.95 miles / 167.9 km

Total Travel Time: 2 hours 53 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 14 hours 45 minutes
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