
Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway
Explore the wonder and beauty of a
dramatic volcanic landscape from
Oregon's Crater Lake National Park to
California's Lassen Volcanic National
Park. Encounter ancient natural forces
that shaped exquisite mountain lakes.
Amid spectacular scenery, you'll enjoy
charming towns, abundant wildlife,
world-class birding, and extraordinary
recreational, historical, and cultural
opportunities.

Length: 500 miles / 800.0 km

Time
to
Allow:

Take two days to drive or
five days to enjoy the
byway.

Local Information
Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway in
California and Oregon
866-722-9929
530-926-5439

Oregon
Discover Klamath
125 W. Main Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
800-445-6728
541-882-1501

Visitor Services
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Portions of the byway are well suited for bicycle and pedestrian travel,
especially areas within the National Park Service and Forest Service lands.
Here, many bicyclists and pedestrians use the existing trails for both recreation
and travel to various points of interest. The shared road/bikeways in the Fort
Klamath area, the climb to Crater Lake, and the Rim Drive are popular with
touring cyclists. Two "Cycle Oregon" rides and the 1996 Northwest Tandem
Bicycle Rally have included segments of the byway in their programs. Some
special considerations for bicyclists and pedestrians include: + The Westside
Road (County 531) and the southern portion of OR 140 have generous
shoulder bikeways and gentle grades. + The US 97 segment also has paved
shoulders, but it is less desirable for biking due to heavy truck traffic. + The
northern portion of OR 140 over Doak Mountain to the Westside Road needs
reconstruction to add bikeway shoulders to safely accommodate bike travel. +
Pedestrians are discouraged from using some portions of the roadway,
particularly in Lassen National Park, due to the lack of sufficient shoulder area
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along the existing roadways. + Bicyclists and pedestrians are not permitted on
I-5.
Camping
There are places to camp along this byway.

Food
Several small-town food markets are located in Fort Klamath, Rocky Point,
and Odessa. Larger grocery stores can be found in Klamath Falls.

Gasoline
Gasoline can be found near the more-developed communities of Klamath
Falls, Chiloquin, and Chemult.

Information
Educational and tourist information is easily obtained from Crater Lake
National Park, the Winema National Forest Headquarters and District Offices,
the Klamath County Department of Tourism in Klamath Falls, and the Oregon
Welcome Center in Midland.
Lodging
There is overnight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
Small rural gift shops offering many local arts and crafts are associated with
the smaller communities along the byway. Shopping malls are located in
Klamath Falls, a full-service community with about 45,000 people.

Special Considerations
The opening of Rim Drive each year is a locally-celebrated event signaling the beginning
of summer. Views of Crater Lake are available year-round at the south rim near the
visitor facilities. The route generally provides safe winter access.

Restrictions
In Crater Lake National Park, the byway from the south rim of Crater Lake to the North
Park Entrance (including the Rim Drive) is closed from mid-October to mid-June.

The byway roads can accommodate RVs and tour buses without restriction, except for
Lassen Park Road. Tour buses are allowed on Lassen Park Road, but they are subject to
specific permitting by the park. Restrictions pertain to length of the vehicle with a typical
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maximum length of 40 feet. Permit fee is based on the size of the tour bus and the
number of seats. Large RVs should contact Lassen Volcanic National Park to check for
similar restrictions.

All route segments of the byway are open to traffic year-round, with the exception of the
roadway within Lassen Volcanic National Park and the previously mentioned section
within Crater Lake National Park. Portions of this road are subject to seasonal closures,
typically from November through June.

Other portions of the route may be subject to periodic temporary closures or restrictions
due to inclement weather and maintenance.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Summer and Fall provide for the best travel conditions. The winter months offer
beautiful snowscapes.

High Season
The summer months from June to September experience a high volume of visitors.

Winter
Portions of the roadway within Lassen Volcanic National Park are subject to
seasonal closures, typically from November through June.

Crater Lake National Park is closed in winter.
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Map and Directions
Standard Map - California Section
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Standard Map - Oregon Section

Legend:
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Driving Directions

Oregon Section
¥ Begin at Diamond Lake Junction, halfway between Bend and Klamath Falls on

US-97.
¥ Take OR-138 to the north entrance of Crater Lake National Park (road only open

from June through October).
¥ Travel the loop around the entire rim of Crater Lake before exiting the park

through the south entrance and turning left on OR-62.
¥ Continue west on Weed Road to Sevenmile Road, then follow West Side Road

through the Winema National Forest. West Side Road connects with OR-140 at
Rocky Point.

¥ The byway continues south as OR-140 meets US-97 two miles south of
downtown Klamath Falls.

¥ Head south on US-97 to the California border.

California Section
The California Volcanic Legacy corridor is an extension of the Oregon Volcanic Legacy
All-American Road, which reaches the Oregon/California border via Highway 97, three
miles north of the town of Dorris. From this point, you can choose to go east toward the
Modoc section of the byway, or south on the Shasta section, continuing to the Lassen
section.

The Modoc Section

¥ From Highway 97, near the California / Oregon border, head east on Highway
161 for roughly twenty miles, past the Lower Klamath Wildlife Refuge, to the
junction with Highway 139.

¥ From the junction of Highway 161 and 139, head southwest - you are now at the
beginning of the Modoc section. From the junction of Highway 161 and 139,
head south for roughly 3.5 miles. The byway turns onto Main Street in the town
of Tulelake.

¥ Continue on Main Street until you reach the junction of Main Street and East-
West Road. Head west on East-West Road for 4.4 miles where you will reach
Hill Road.

¥ Head south on Hill Road for 18.9 miles, past the Tule Lake National Wildlife
Refuge.

¥ At the junction of Hill Road and Main Monument Park Road, head east on
Monument Road for 8 miles to the Lava Beds National Monument Visitor
Center. The Monument marks the end of this leg of the byway.

Please Note: For adventurers, there are forest roads that lead south from Lava Beds
National Monument to reconnect with the byway on Highway 89, roughly 15 miles east
of the town of McCloud. However, these roads are quite narrow and rough in places.
Buses or RVs should not take this route. The forest roads are closed in the winter.
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The Shasta Section

¥ On Highway 97, continue south from the Oregon/California border, through
Klamath National Forest, Butte Valley National Grasslands, Shasta-Trinity
National Forest, and Mt. Shasta Wilderness until you reach the junction with I-5.

¥ From the I-5/Highway 97 junction, continue south from Weed to Highway 89,
south of the town of Mt. Shasta.

¥ Head east on Highway 89, past McArthur-Burney Falls Memorial State Park and
Lake Britton.

¥ Then, head south on Highway 89 to the Hat Creek Valley portion of the Lassen
National Forest.

The Lassen Section
Portion of Highway 89 from north entrance of Lassen Volcanic

National Park to its junction with Highway 36 near Mineral.#####

¥ From here the byway takes two alternate routes which converge near the town of
Chester:

¥ Highway 36 from Highway 36/89 junction west of Chester to junction with
Highway 147 near town of Westwood.

¥ Highway 89 from Highway 36/89 junction west of Chester to its junction with
Highway 147 near town of Canyondam.

¥ Continuing on Highway 147 along east shore of Lake Almanor, pass through the
town of Clear Creek and on to its junction with Highway 36 near the town of
Westwood.

¥ Highway 36 from its junction with Highway 147 near Westwood to its junction
with Highway 44 and

¥ Highway 44 from its junction with Highway 36 to its junction with Highway 44/
89 near the town of Old Station. This completes the byway loop.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby cities

Roseburg, OR(86 miles / 138.40 km, 2 hours 5 minutes)

Start:
OR-138 eastbound, Roseburg, OR
N 43.213¡W 123.343¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From downtown Roseburg, head
east on 138 (Rogue-Umpqua Scenic
Byway).

¥ Follow 138 as it heads northeast,
then east, and past Diamond Lake.

¥ Just past Diamond Lake head west
onto Volcanic Legacy Scenic
Byway.
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Junction
with
byway:

Intersectio of OR-138 and OR-232
N 43.089¡W 122.117¡[?]

Sacramento, CA(189 miles / 304.17 km, 3 hours 10 minutes)

Start:
I-5 northbound, Sacramento, CA
N 38.583¡W 121.500¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Get on I-5 north toward Redding.
¥ Turn right on CA-44.
¥ You will join the byway at the

intersection of CA-44 and CA-89.

Junction
with byway:

Intersection of CA-44 & CA-89 near
Lassen Volcanic National Park
N 40.542¡W 121.580¡[?]
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Road Trip:
Scenic-Viewpoints Tour
Departure: Crater Lake National Park, Oregon

Destination: Lake of the Woods, Oregon

Time to allow: 2 days

The Cascade volcanoes are the star attraction from any viewpoint along the West Coast,
and 14,162-foot Mount Shasta is the king of them all in the central coast region. Its
snowy crown can be seen from nearly any hilltop between Redding, California, and
Crater Lake National Park. While you're at it, see if you can pick out Lassen Peak, Mount
McLoughlin, Mount Scott, or the Three Sisters.

Wildlife, particularly waterfowl and raptors, are abundant throughout Klamath and
Modoc Country. Migratory waterfowl number in the millions during spring and fall
months. Bald Eagles are relatively easy to spot during the late winter months. For the best
wildlife viewing begin your drive or hike just as dawn breaks.

You'll find fire lookout towers at some of the viewpoints. During the summer season
when the towers are occupied, visitors are welcome to climb to the top and look around.
In the off-season, climbing on the towers is discouraged.

Day 1
¥ Start: Crater Lake National Park

Here are the world-renowned views you've seen on post cards
and in magazines. There are far too many individual spots to
mention here. Many viewpoints are accessible by wheelchair.
Some are found at the end of hiking trails. Stay the night in a campground or at
Crater Lake Lodge.

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 0 miles / 0.0 km

Total Travel Time: 0 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 0 minutes

Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway

Page 9 of 13

http://byways.org/explore/byways/2097/places/11662


Day 2
¥ Stop 1:Fort Klamath

From previous stop: same location
Directions: Take State Road 62 to the city of Fort Klamath.

Fort Klamath was established and garrisoned by the Oregon Volunteer Cavalry
in 1863 to protect immigrant trains from Native American attack and maintain
peace in the region during the Civil War.

¥ Stop 2:Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges

From previous
stop:

same location

Directions: Return to Byway from Fort Klamath and continue
south.

Conserving the basin's otherwise dwindling habitats, these refuges support over
400 species of wildlife and serve as migratory stopovers for the Pacific Flyway
waterfowl, whose populations peak over one million in the Fall.

¥ Stop 3: Ouxkanee Overlook
From
previous stop:

33mi (52.8km)

Directions: From Klamath Falls go north 32 miles on Highway 97, west
on Forest Service Road 9732, and one mile to overlook.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

15 minutes

A short drive off Highway 97 leads to a picnic area with a stunning overlook of
Williamson River valley and surrounding landscape. Scan the horizon as far as
Mount Shasta in Northern California.
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¥ Stop 4: Pelican Butte
From
previous
stop:

1 hour / 36mi (57.6km)

Directions: Located 24 miles west of Klamath Falls on Highway 140 to
Forest Service Road 3651, north 9 miles to spur number 980,
east 3 miles to the summit.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

30 minutes

The summit offers breathtaking views of Upper Klamath Lake and Sky Lakes
Wilderness. Old-growth timber lines the narrow, rough road to the top. About an
hour's drive from Klamath Falls to the summit. Accessible by high-clearance
vehicle and by foot only.

¥ Stop 5: Calimus Butte
From
previous
stop:

14mi (22.4km)

Directions: From Chiloquin, Oregon, head east for 5.5 miles on Sprague
River Highway. Turn left on Williamson River Rd. for 11 miles,
then right on Forest Service Road 4542 for 2 miles. Head left on
Road 4555, 1 mile to summit.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

20 minutes

This historic cupola-style lookout built by Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1920
overlooks the scene of 48-square-mile Lone Pine fire in 1992.
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¥ Stop 6: Herd Peak
From
previous
stop:

same location

Directions: From Macodel, go south 17 miles on Highway 97, west on
Forest Service Road 45N22, follow signs for approximately 5
miles to lookout.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

20 minutes

A gravel road off Highway 97 leads to Herd Peak where a fire lookout is staffed
during the summer months and is open to the public. The summit offers
breathtaking views of Mt. Shasta and the surrounding area. Accessible by
passenger car.

¥ Stop 7:Upper Klamath Canoe Trail

From
previous
stop:

same location

Directions: From Klamath Falls, head west 25 miles on Highway 140. Turn
north on the Rocky Point turnoff to Rocky Point resort. Malone
Springs launch is a further 4 miles north on Westside Road.

This 9.5 mile trip through freshwater wetlands takes you past abundant wildlife,
through lakes and streams and dense forests. The canoe trail has four segments:
Recreation Creek, Crystal Creek, Wocus Cut and Malone Springs.

¥ End: Lake of the Woods

From previous stop: same location

This high mountain lake resort sits beside one of the most beautiful lakes in the
Cascades. A great variety of recreational opportunities are here for visitors.

Totals for Day 2

Total Distance Traveled: 83 miles / 132.8 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour
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Total Stopping Time: 1 hour 25 minutes
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