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Illinois River Road

The lllinois River Valley imparts
feelings of awe at the power of the river
winding its way through aland form
carved by glacial melt water.
Experience the seasonal colors and
rhythms of the forests, wetlands, bluffs,
and prairies on your own or follow one
of seven different nature activity guides.

Length: 291 miles/ 465.6 km

Time  Seven hoursto drive the

to entire byway, two days per

Allow: loop for each of seven
nature activity loops

Local Information

Peoria Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau
309-676-0303

866-896-6853

Visitor Services

Camping

Camping opportunities, ranging from primitive tent sitesto rustic cabins, are
available at state parks along the byway.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gasolineis available.

Information
Local communities and visitors centers provide information about the byway,
as well as the route of recommended nature loops.
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Lodging
Thereisovernight lodging along this byway.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There aretoilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.
 ——

Special Considerations

People with disabilities are able to access many of the developed sites along the byway
including those managed by state and federal agencies. Outdoor sites often involvetrails
that are generally wheelchair accessible or scenic drives that may be undertaken by
people of al abilitiesin their passenger vehicle. Some museums and other sites along the
byway offer special programs for hearing or visually impaired visitors as well.

Seasons

Best Timeto Drive

Fall isthe best time to experience the byway's spectacular nature including brilliant
foliage, migrating waterfowl, and native prairie flowers.
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Illinois River Road

Map and Directions
Standard Map - Southern Section
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Standard Map - Northern Section
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Driving Directions
West Route

» Tofollow the west route, start from The Reddick Mansion in Ottawa.
» Gowest on W Lafayette St.

» Turn south onto SR-23 for 0.3 milesto W Main St.

* Turnwest and go 0.4 milesto Clay St.

 Turn south onto Clay St. for 0.2 miles.
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» Turn west onto Ottawa Ave. for 8.7 miles (after 0.5 miles, the name changes to
CR-34 then immediately to N 27th Rd.

» After 1.1 miles, the name changesto CR-34 [N 27th Rd.]).

* Turn north onto SR-178 [Clark St.] for 0.6 milesinto Utica

From Utica

* Turn west to stay on SR-178 [Mill St] approximately 130 yards.
» Turnwest onto SR-178 [W Church St] and go 0.1 miles.

* Turn north onto SR-178 for 1.4 milesto US-6.

* Turnwest on US-6 for 5.1 miles.

» Turn north onto Laharpe St briefly into La Salle.

In La Salle

 Turn south onto Laharpe St, then immediately turn west onto US-6 [5th St] for
0.3 miles.

* Turn south onto US-6 [Joliet St] for 0.2 miles.

e Turn west onto US-6 [3rd St] for 1.7 milesto west St.

* Turn north onto West St. for 0.6 milesinto Peru.

» Return south on west St. for 0.6 milesto US-6 [4th St].

e Turn west onto US-6 [4th St.] and follow it 3.6 miles.

» Turn south onto Mary St. [N St. Mary St.] for 0.1 milesinto Spring Valley.In
Spring Valey, return north on Mary St. [N St. Mary St.] for 0.1 miles.

e Turnwest onto US-6 [E Dakota St.] for 1.5 miles.

» Turn left off of route 6, onto route 29 and travel straight west toward DePue.

 Turn south onto Lincoln Ave. and follow it 0.4 miles.

» Bear west onto Marquette St. for 0.3 miles.

» Turn south onto Broadway St. briefly.

» Theroad name changes to Marquette St.; continue another 0.6 miles.

» Turn south onto Depot St, then make an immediate west turn onto E 4th St.

» Follow E 4th St. for 0.1 miles.

 Turn south onto Pleasant St., then make an immediate turn east onto E 3rd St. for
0.1 milesinto Depue.

In Depue

» Stay on E 3rd St. heading west briefly to Pleasant St.

» Turn north onto Pleasant St, then immediately turn west onto W 4th St for 0.3
miles.

e Turnnorth on East St. for 0.1 miles.

» Turn west onto Willow St. for 0.3 miles.

» Theroad name changes to Princeton Rd.; follow the road 0.5 miles.

» Bear southwest onto SR-29 [CR-1245 N] for 1.0 mile.

» Head straight onto SR-29 [SR-26] for 3.0 milesto West St.

* Turn east on West St. briefly.

* Turn left to stay on West St. and continue 0.1 milesto Bureau.
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In Bureau

» Turn northwest onto West St. for 0.1 miles.

o Turnright to stay on West St. briefly.

* Turn northeast) onto SR-26 [SR-29] for 0.3 miles.

* Turn north onto SR-26 for 2.4 miles.

» Bear northwest on SR-26 [1llinois HWY -26] for 0.6 miles.

» Bear west on SR-26 for 4.1 miles.

» Bear north on SR-26 [S 6th St.] for approximately 150 yards.

» Keep straight on SR-26 [S Bureau Valley Pkwy] [S 6th St.] for 0.3 milesinto
Princeton.

In Princeton

» Keep straight on CR-2100 E [6th St.] for 1.7 milesto Ace Rd.

» Turn west onto Ace Rd. for 0.9 miles.

» Turn south onto SR-26 [Main St.] for 0.8 miles.

» Keep straight onto US-34 [Main St.] for 1.1 milesto Park Ave. W.
* Turnwest onto Park Ave. W and follow 0.5 milesto Anderson St.
e Turn north onto Anderson St. and go 0.3 miles.

e Turn east onto US-6 [W Peru St.] for 1.2 miles.

e Turn south on SR-26 [S 6th St.] for approximately 150 yards.

» Keep straight on SR-26 [S Bureau Valley Pkwy] [S 6th St.] for 0.3 miles.
» Bear southeast on SR-26 for 4.5 miles.

e Turn east on SR-26 [Illinois HWY -26] for 0.4 miles.

* Bear east on SR-26 for 2.4 miles.

» Stay on SR-26 [SR-29] heading southwest for 1.1 miles.

» Keep straight on SR-29 [CR-29] for 2.8 miles.

 Turn south on SR-29 for 4.1 milesto CR-550 N.

* Turn east onto CR-550 N briefly into Putnam.

In Putnam

» Go south onto SR-29 [Railroad St.] [University Ave.] [University St.] for 5.5
milesinto Henry.

In Henry

* Turn east onto SR-18 [Western Ave.] briefly to SR-18 [3rd St.].

» Bear southeast on SR-18 [3rd St.] for 0.9 miles.

» Turnright to stay on SR-18 [School St.] for 0.1 milesto Front St.

» Turn east briefly. The road name changes to Cromwell Dr.; continue 0.2 miles.

 Turn southesast at the end of the Marina and continue 100 yards.

» Turn southwest at the end of the road and follow it to the turn around at the end
of the road.

» Continue another 100 yards and turn northwest at the end of the road.

 Continue another 100 yards and turn southwest onto Front St.

* G0 0.2 milesto Cromwell Dr.

» Bear southwest on Cromwell Dr. for 0.3 miles.

» Turn north onto Main St. briefly and then turn west onto Front. St. for 0.2 miles.
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» Turn south onto Carroll St. briefly then turn east onto Cook St. for 0.2 miles.

» Turn northwest onto Wirt St. then make an amost immediate right onto Water
St. for 0.1 miles.

» Bear northeast onto Cromwell Sr. for 0.3 milesto Front St.

» Turn southwest on Front St. for 0.1 miles.

* Turn north onto SR-18 [School St.] for 0.1 miles.

* Turnwest on SR-18 [3rd St.] for 0.9 miles.

* Bear west on SR-18 [Western Ave.] briefly then turn south on SR-29 [University
Ave.] for 6.5 miles.

» Bear south onto SR-29 [N Railroad St.] [SR-17] for 0.5 milesinto Sparland.

In Sparland

» Go South on SR-29 [Railroad St.] 2.8 milesto Hopewell Dr.
» Turn west onto Hopewell Dr. for 0.8 miles.
* Turn south on Illini Dr. and follow 0.4 miles.
 Turn north onto Blackfoot Dr., then immediately turn east onto Senachwine Dr.
for 0.1 milesinto Hopewell.
In Hopewell
* Return west on Senachwine Dr. then make an immediate north onto Blackfoot
Dr. for 1.0 mile.
 Turn south onto Hardscrabble Rd. 2.4 miles.
 Turn southwest onto SR-29 [N 4th St.] for 2.6 miles.
* Turnwest onto CR-72 [W Truitt Ave. for 100 yards into Chillicothe.
In Chillicothe

* Turn south onto SR-29 [4th St.] for 2.1 miles.

e Turn east onto Swain Rd., then immediately turn south onto N 2nd St. [R Beach
Dr.] for 0.8 miles.

e Turn east onto N Adam Ct. for 0.1 miles (road name changesto N Front St.) into
Rome.

In Rome

e Continue south on N Front St. for 0.3 milesto Knox St.
» Bear west onto Knox St. for 0.2 miles.
e Turn south onto SR-29 for 5.0 milesinto Mossville.

From Mossville

 Continue south on SR-29 for 0.8 miles.
» Keep straight onto SR-29 [N Galena Rd] / Adams St. for 4.6 milesinto Peoria
Heights.

In Peoria Heights
» Continue south on SR-29 [N GalenaRd.] / Adams St. for 1.4 milesinto Peoria.
In Peoria

» Continue south on SR-29 [NE Adams St.] for 0.1 miles.
» Keep straight onto US-24 [NE Adams St.] for 1.1 miles.
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o Stay on US-24 [NE Jefferson Ave.] 1.7 miles.

» Stay on US-24 [Hamilton Blvd.] southeast for 0.2 miles.

» Turn southwest) onto SW Water St. for 0.6 miles.

» Turn northwest on State St. [E State St.] about 100 yards then turn southwest
onto US-24 [SW Washington St.] briefly to Oak St.

» Turn northwest onto Oak St. for 0.2 miles.

» Go southwest onto SW Jefferson Ave. or 1.6 milesto S Western Ave.

* Bear south onto S West southwest onto US-24 [SW Adams St.] for 2.3 milesto
Bartonville.

In Bartonville
» Continue South on US-24 [McKinley Ave,] for 3.4 milesinto Hallis.
In Hollis

* Continue South-West on US 24 for 4.0 miles.
* Turn north onto SR-9 [Walnut St.] for 0.1 milesto Mapleton.

In Mapleton

* Return south on SR-9 [SWalnut St.] to US-24 [SR-9].
o Turnwest on US-24 [SR-9] for 10.4 milesinto Banner.
* Note: Kingston Minesis excluded from the scenic byway designation.

In Banner

» Continue west on US-24 [SR-9] for 0.2 miles.
» Take theramp onto SR-9, heading North-West) for 6.6 miles.
» Continue straight onto SR-9 [E Linn St.] for 0.3 milesinto Canton.

In Canton

* Turn north onto SR-78 [S 5th Ave.] for 0.9 miles.
» Turn left to stay on SR-78 [E Locust St.] for 100 yards.
» Turn north onto N 4th Ave. for 120 yards to Howard P!.
* Turn west onto Howard Pl. for 0.2 miles.
* Return east on Howard Pl. 0.2 miles.
» Turn south on N 4th Ave. for 120 yards.
» Turn north on SR-78 [E Locust St.] for 100 yards.
» Turnright to stay on SR-78 [N 5th Ave.] for 1.3 miles.
» Turn left to stay on SR-78, heading South for 7.7 miles.
* Turn east onto CR-8 [E CR-8] for 0.7 miles.
» Bear east on CR-8 for 0.6 miles. Little America.
In Little America
» Stay on US-24 [SR-78], continuing west for 2.9 miles.
 Turn south onto SR-78 [SR-97] for 6.7 miles.
» Turn east on US-136 [SR-78] for 1.6 miles.
* Turn north onto US-136 [S Promenade St.] for 0.2 miles.
* Turn east onto US-136 [E Laurel Ave.] for 0.3 milesinto Havana.
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East Route
» Follow the east route from the Reddick Mansion in Ottawa, go west on W
Lafayette St for 109 yds.

e Turnwest onto SR-23 [La Salle St.] and go 0.3 miles.

» Bear south onto SR-23 [SR-71] [LaSalle St.] briefly.

» Bear south onto SR-23 [SR-71] for 0.3 mi.

» Turn west onto SR-71 [Courtney St] 8.7 miles.

* Turnwest onto SR-71 for 5.0 miles.

» Turn east onto SR-351 [SR-71] and folow 1.1 milesinto Oglesby.

In Oglesby

 Continue south onto SR-351 [N Columbia Ave] for 2.8 miles.
» Stay on SR-71 west for 5.2 miles to Standard.
* Note: Cedar Point is excluded from the scenic byway designation.

From Standard

» Continue west on SR-71 [W Hennepin St] for 1.9 milesinto Granville.
From Granville

» Continue West on SR-71 for 1.3 milesto Mark.

* From Mark, continue West on SR-71 for 3.3 miles to the ramp for SR-26.

» Turn right onto the Ramp for 0.3 miles and turn south on SR-26 for 0.3 miles.
» Turn west) onto Old Hwy 26 for 0.7 mi into Hennepin.

In Hennepin

» Turn south onto N 4th St briefly then turn west onto E Mulberry St. for 0.2 miles.
» Turn west onto Front St. for 0.1 mi to E High St.

» Turn east onto E High St. and follow 0.2 miles.

» Turnnorth onto N 4th St. for 0.2 miles.

* Turn east onto Old Hwy 26 for 0.7 miles.

 Turn south onto SR-26 and follow 11.0 miles.

* At SR-18[SR-26] turn west and go 0.6 miles.

» Turn south onto SR-26 [N Prairie St.] [S Prairie St.] 6.6 milesinto Lacon.

From Lacon

 Continue south on SR-26 [S Prairie St] for 0.3 mi.
» Continue straight on SR-26 for 15.7 miles.
» Bear south onto SR-26 [N Tremont St] for 0.3 mi into Spring Bay.

From Spring Bay

» Continue southwest on SR-26 [N Tremont St] for 0.3 mi.
» Bear south onto SR-26 [Spring Bay Rd] for 0.8 milesinto Bay View Garden.

From Bay View Garden

* Continue South on SR-26 [Spring Bay Rd]. for 5.4 mi to the ramp for SR-116
[Caterpillar Tralil].
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» Take the Ramp and go south on SR-116 [Caterpillar Trail] for 1.2 mi to the ramp
for US-24.

» Takethe Ramp for US-24 and go west on US-24 briefly.

* Turn south onto US-150 [N Main St.] 0.6 milesinto East Peoria.

In East Peoria

* Turn east onto Centennial Dr. for 0.9 mi to Highview Rd.

» Turn southwest onto Highview Rd. for 2.1 mi to Fondulac Dr.

» Bear south onto Fondulac Dr. for 2.2 mi.

* Turn southwest onto US-150 [N Main St.] for approximately 150 yards.

» Keep straight onto SR-116 [Main St.] for 0.4 miles.

» Taketheramp for SR-29 [SMain St.] for 0.3 miles.

» Keep straight on SR-29 [N Main St.] [SMain St.] for 2.7 milesinto North Pekin.
Note: Marquette Heightsis excluded from the scenic byway designation.

From North Pekin

» Keep straight onto SR-29 for 0.4 miles.
» Keep straight onto SR-29 [Radio City Dr.] for 3.0 miles.
» Keep straight on SR-29 [N 8th St.] for 0.8 milesinto Pekin.

In Pekin

» Keep straight on N 8th St. for 0.4 milesto Ann Eliza St.

e Turn west for 0.6 miles.

* Turn south on N 2nd St. briefly.

» Keep straight onto SR-29 [2nd St.] for 1.8 milesinto Crescent.

From Crescent

 Continue south on SR-29 [S 2nd St] for 0.7 mi.

» Bear southwest onto Powerton Rd, then immediately bear RIGHT (West) onto E
Manito Rd for 0.2 mi.

» Theroad name changesto CR-1500 N [E Manito Rd]; continue 0.6 mi into
Powerton.

In Powerton

» Stay heading west on CR-1500 N [CR-16] for 0.7 mi.

» Keep straight onto CR-1500 (N) [E Manito Rd] for 1.0 mi.

» Theroad name changesto CR-16 [E Manito Rd]; continue 0.4 mi.

» Theroad name changesto CR-1400 N [CR-16]; continue 2.9 mi.

» Theroad name changesto CR-16 [CR-750 E]; continue 1.3 milesinto Talbott.

In Talbott

» Go south on CR-16 [CR-750 E] for 5.2 mi.

» Theroad name changes to Manito Rd;continue 0.5 mi.

» Keep straight on CR-13 [N Adams St] briefly.

* Turn east onto CR-4 [W Market St] briefly.

AT CR-4 [E Market St.], keep straight briefly into Manito.
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In Manito

* Return west on CR-4 [E Market St] to CR-4 [W Market St.].

» Keep straight onto CR-4 [W Market St] briefly to CR-13 [N Adams St.].

» Turn southwest onto CR-13 [N Adams St] and keep straight onto CR-13 [S
Adams St] for 1.6 mi.

» Bear southwest onto CR-13 [E Manito Rd] for 0.1 mi.

» Bear south onto CR-13 [CR-4] briefly and then keep straight onto CR-13 [E
Manito Rd] for 1.0 mile.

o Keep straight onto CR-13 [CR-4] for 0.9 miles.

» Bear southwest onto CR-13 [E Manito Rd] for 0.5 mi and keep straight on CR-13
[CR-4] for an additional 120 yards.

» Continue straight onto CR-13 [CR-20] for 13.9 mi into Chautauqua Park.

In Chautauqua Park

* Go west on CR-13 [CR-20] for 1.0 mi.

» Theroad name changes to CR-20; continue 0.5 mi.

» Keep straight onto CR-20 [N Promenade St] [S Promenade St] for 0.3 miles.
e Turnwest onto E Main St. for 0.5 miles.

» Turn south on S Schrader St. for 0.4 milesinto Havana.

Getting to the Byway

%1 Nearby airports

Chicago O'Hare International Airport, IL (85.1 miles/
136.96 km, 1 hour 32 minutes) = +

$ Chicago O'Hare International Airport IL

Start: N 41.980° W 87.906° [7]

» From the airport, merge onto 1-190
E/Kennedy Expressway.

» Takeexit 1D and head onto the Tri
State Tollway/1-294 S.

» Continue south on the Tollway until
the Adlai E. Stevenson Expressway/
[-55 exit. Take the exit and merge
onto the Stevenson Expressway/
[-55S.

* Continue southwest on the
Expressway until exit 250 B. Take
the exit and merge onto 1-80 W.

» Takeexit 90 and turn left onto
Columbus Street/IL-23.

Directions:
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» Head into Ottawa on Columbus
Street/IL-23 and turn right onto
West Lafayette St, the northeastern
terminus of the byway.

Junction . \west Lafayette Street, Ottawa, IL

with N.41.350° W.88.843° [7]
byway:
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Road Trip:
Illinois River Nature Trail

Departure: [llinois and Michigan Cana National Heritage Corridor, Illinois
Destination:  Dickson Mounds Museum, lllinois

Time to allow: 2 days

See the many unique places along this route. Wander through ancient and modern cities
and enjoy the natural wonders of the area. See rare native plants and animals. Linger in
the gorgeous parks and natural areas.

Day 1
« Start: Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor

Along the corridor, visit places like the Marseilles Swing Bridge, the
Ottawa Toll House, the Utica Museum Complex, and Lock 14 Canal.
You will see spectacular views and learn alittle of Illinois history
along the way.

« Stop 1: Illinois Waterway Visitor Center

From 20 minutes/ 8.32 mi (13.3 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go west on W. Lafayette St and turn left to go south on I1L-23.
Follow thisroad to W. Madison and turn right onto it. Follow
thisroad until it comesto a"T". Take the road going left and
follow it to N 27th Rd. Turn left onto this road and go 5 miles,
until you see the Visitor's Center.

Suggested 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

Examine the displays and exhibits that portray the history of the lllinois
Waterway System. Get swept up in the evolution of the areas as you travel with
the Native Americansin their canoes and end with the modern river barges.
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« Stop 2: Starved Rock State Park

From previous 5 minutes/ 2.39 mi (3.8 km)
stop:

Directions: Go west on N 27th Rd and turn left onto CR-178. Follow
this road until you come to the state park.

Suggested time 45 minutes
at this stop:

Travers over 18 glacier-carved canyons, along with several different nature
walks and trail overlooks. Gaze at the distinctive formations as you walk along
the edge of awell-maintained nature trail. Spot as many local fauna as possible.

« Stop 3: Hennepin and Hopper Lakes Restoration

From 38 minutes/ 22 mi (35.2 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go south on IL-178 and turn right onto IL-71. Follow this road to
E 651st Rd and turn left onto it. Turn right when you come to
Walnut St and follow it to 1-39. Take 1-39 south and follow for 2
miles. Take the IL-71 exit and follow that road for 12.6 miles
west toward Hennepin. Exit IL-71 onto IL-26. Follow this road
south for 2.5 miles. Turn right onto Hennepin Farms Road and
follow it to the restoration site.

Suggested 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

Wander the wetlands in search of local species of birds, frogs, and aquatic plants.
In the spring and fall, you will see an impressive array of colors, revealed by the
birds, butterflies, and vibrant wildflowers.
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« Stop 4: Hennepin Canal Parkway State Park

i
From 40 minutes/ 15.18 mi (24.3 km)
previous
stop:

Directions: Go north on IL-26 until the road branches left. Continue on this
road asit turns west and north for 11 miles. Turn left to get onto
US-6 and follow it for 12.2 miles. Turn right onto IL-40 and
follow it north until you see the state park.

Suggested 1 hour
time at
this stop:

Walk through prairies filled with beautiful local plants. Stop at the visitor’'s
center to ask questions and see exhibits on how the canal was constructed and on
the natural history of the area. Go birding, hiking, biking, horseback riding,
boating, picnicking, and cross country skiing, whatever suits your mood.

« Stop 5: Rock Island Trail State Park

From 50 minutes/ 26.46 mi (42.3 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go south on IL-40 and follow it for 14.3 miles. Turn right onto
IL-93 and then left onto CR-1. Go south on CR-1 for 7.4 miles.
Turn right onto IL-17 and go 3 miles. Turn left onto N Main and
follow it to Williams St. where you will find the state park.

Suggested 1 hour
time at
this stop:

Walk along the 26-mile trail that offers awide range of outdoor activities. The
part has places for hiking, biking, primitive camping. Go bird and butterfly
watching or on awildflower tour. At lunch time, have a picnic while you lounge
in thetall grass.
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« Stop 6: William H. Sommer Park

From 39 minutes/ 25.51 mi (40.8 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go west on E. Williams St and turn left onto IL-91. Follow IL-91
for 2.8 miles south to Princeville. In Princeville turn right onto
IL-90 and then left onto N. Princeville Jubilee Rd. Follow this
road for 10 miles. Turn left onto US-150 and follow it foe 4
miles. Turn right onto N. Koener Rd. and follow it until you see

the park.
Suggested 45 minutes
time at
this stop:

Join one of the many historical interpretions or outdoor education programs. See
blacksmith demonstrations, an Indian PowWow, festivals, and pioneer and Civil
War reenactments.

« Stop 7: Wildlife Prairie State Park

From 13 minutes/ 6.67 mi (10.7 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go south on N Koerner Rd. for 2.2 miles and turn right onto W.
Southport Rd. Follow thisroad for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto north
Taylor Rd. and follow it to the state park.

Suggested 1 hour 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

Meet native Illinois animals like bison, black bears, otter, and cougars. Join one
of the visitors center’ free educationa programs to learn more about the land and
animals.

Page 16 of 20


http://byways.org/explore/byways/58611/places/59218
http://byways.org/explore/byways/58611/places/59221

i AMERICA'S

Illinois River Road Brwars®

« End: Peoria RiverFront
From 18 minutes/ 15 mi (24.0 km)
previous
stop:
Directions: Go north on N. Taylor Rd and merge onto I-74 going east.
Follow thisroad for 11.3 miles, then take the exit to US-24. Turn

right onto Washington St. and then left onto Main St. Turn right
onto SW Water St. and follow it along the riverfront.

Discover the richness and diversity of the riverfront. Indulge in the cultural,
entertainment, dining, shopping, residential, historical and recreational
attractions. Join the locals at their many popular public festivals and fairs.

Totals for Day 1
Total Distance Traveled: 121.53 miles/ 194.4 km
Total Travel Time: 3 hours 43 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 6 hours

Day 2

« Stop 1: East Peoria Riverfront Greenway

From 10 minutes/ 5.2 mi (8.3 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go northeast on SW Water St and turn left onto Hamilton Blvd.
Turn right onto Adams St, left on Spalding, left on Fayette S,
then merge onto 1-74 E. Exit onto N Main St. Follow thisroad
for 2.4 miles and turn left onto Mariners Way, where you will
find the Riverfront Greenway.

Suggested 20 minutes
time at
this stop:

Walk along East Peoria's Riverfront Greenway and stop at 3 observation decks,
which overlook multiple wetlands. Try out the informal hiking path and a
charming wooden "learning station" perched on the hillside.
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« Stop 2: Dirksen Park

From 17 minutes/ 9.8 mi (15.7 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go east on Mariners Way and turn right onto N. Main St. Follow
thisroad for 8 miles. Turn left onto Edgewater Dr. and follow it
for 1.4 miles, until you see Dirksen Park.

Suggested 30 minutes
time at
this stop:

Try out Running Deer Trail, which runs through a mgjority of the park, crossing
severa cobble-bottomed brooks and creeks. Watch out for the natural birds that
make this area a birder’ s paradise.

« Stop 3: Spring Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area

From 40 minutes/ 20.18 mi (32.3 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go west on Edgewater Dr. Turn left turn 1L-29 and go south for
5.2 miles. Turn right onto Manito Rd and follow it for 10.3 miles.
Turn right onto Spring Lake Rd. and follow it until you see the
Fish and Wildlife Area.

Suggested 20 minutes
time at
this stop:

Take advantage of the hiking trails to spot the bird, insect, and plant life
associated with the site. This areais one of the best for waterfowl enthusiasts.
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« Stop 4: Banner Marsh Fish and Wildlife Area

From 52 minutes/ 34.03 mi (54.4 km)

previous

stop:

Directions: Go east on Spring Lake Rd and turn |eft to go north on Manito
Rd. Follow thisroad for 10.3 miles, and then turn left onto IL-29.
Follow IL-29 for 2.7 miles. Turn left onto IL-9, and then left
again onto US-24. Follow thisroad for 16.8 miles, until you see
the Fish and Wildlife Area.

Suggested 20 minutes
time at
this stop:

Look for the unique birds and local wildflowersin the area. In the summer, enjoy
the American lotus water lily, its pastel-yellow blooms float gently on top of the

lake.
« Stop 5: Emiquon TNC Preserve & National Wildlife Refuge
=
From 16 minutes/ 14.09 mi (22.5 km)
previous
stop:

Directions:  Go southwest on US-24 for 10.5 miles. Turn left onto IL-78
and follow it for 3.5 miles, until you come to the Wildlife
Refuge.

Suggested 1 hour
time at this
stop:

Asyou walk along the trails, you may see hundreds of the region’s mammal,
bird, butterfly, and fish species. Y ou may even spy some of Illinois' rarest
organisms, including the river otter, paddlefish, and western ribbon snake. If you
have a spotting scope, carefully peruse these newly flooded lands for sandpipers
and other shorebirds, especially during spring and fall migration periods.
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 End: Dickson Mounds Museum
&9

From 3 minutes/ 1.77 mi (2.8 km)
previous
stop:

Directions: Go west on CR-31. After 1.5 miles, the road will become N.
Dickson Mounds Rd. Follow this road until you see the museum.

Walk around the site of an ancient civilization. Inside the museum, explore facts
about the early Indians, whose villages and burial grounds surround the facility.
Also inside the museum, peruse the hands-on discovery center, resource center,
gift shop, and coffee shop.

Totals for Day 2
Total Distance Traveled: 85.07 miles/ 136.1 km
Total Travel Time: 2 hours 18 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 2 hours 30 minutes
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