
George Washington Memorial Parkway
This scenic grand gateway and
greenway to our NationÕs Capital offers
the opportunity to experience the
historic story of the birth of our Nation.
See Mount Vernon where George
Washington lived, sweeping views of
our Nation's Capital, and the
breathtaking Great Falls of the Potomac.

Length: 25 miles / 40.0 km

Time
to
Allow:

One hour without stopping
or one full day to visit
places along the way.

Local Information
National Park Service - George
Washington Memorial Parkway
703-289-2500
Send E-mail

Visitor Services
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities
Bicycling is allowed on the Mount Vernon Trail as well as at Great Falls Park.

Camping
There is no camping adjacent to the byway. Camping is available in the
surrounding communities.

Food
There are places to buy food along this byway.

Gasoline
Gas stations are available in the surrounding communities.

Information
There is an authoritative information center along this byway.
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Lodging
Many lodging options are available in the surrounding communities.

Phone
Public phones are available along this byway.

Restrooms
There are toilet facilities along this byway.

Retail
There are places to shop along this byway.

Restrictions
A permit is required for commercial vehicles, common carriers and sightseeing tour
vehicles for hire. Non-motorized vehicles such as bicycles are prohibited from the
roadway. Taxicabs licensed in DC, Maryland or Virginia are allowed on any portion of
the parkway without a permit or payment of fees.

All 2 wheel passenger vehicles are accommodated by the George Washington Memorial
Parkway, without restriction. The entire route is paved.

Seasons
Best Time to Drive

Springtime with wide expanses of flowering shrubs, bulbs and trees, and fall offers
panoramic leaf change set against the Potomac River.

High Season
Two weekday rush hour periods occur, morning and afternoon. Seasonal peak
visitation occurs during the Cherry Blossom Festival in the spring, and July 4th.
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Map and Directions

Legend:

Driving Directions
¥ Starting at the Mount Vernon Estate, travel north on the George Washington

Parkway, passing through the city of Alexandria.
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¥ The byway ends just past the Claude Moore Colonial Farm.

Getting to the Byway

Nearby airports

Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI), MD
(40.7 miles / 65.50 km, 44 minutes)

Start:
Aviation Loop
N 39.190¡W 76.681¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From Aviation Loop, surrounding
Baltimore Washington International
Airport, get on I-195 heading north.

¥ Take exit 4B to loop onto I-95
heading southwest.

¥ Take exit 27 to swing onto Capitol
Beltway/I-495, heading west.

¥ Take exit 43 to loop around and
begin to drive the byway.

Junction
with
byway:

I-495, exit 43
N 38.963¡W 77.186¡[?]

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA), VA
(1 miles / 1.61 km, 1 minute)

Start:
Ronald Reagan National Airport
N 38.852¡W 77.039¡[?]

Directions:

¥ From the Ronald Reagan National
Airport, get on the Airport Access
Road.

¥ The George Washington Memorial
Parkway runs directly in front of the
airport.

¥ You can go either north, if you plan
on heading north on the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, or
south to drive the southern half of
the byway.

Junction
with
byway:

George Washington Memorial Parkway
N 38.860¡W 77.046¡[?]
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Washington-Dulles International Airport (IAD), VA (20
miles / 32.19 km, 25 minutes)

Start:
Airport Access Road
N 38.956¡W 77.444¡[?]

Directions:

¥ Take the Dulles Access Road east/
VA-267 to Interstate 495/Capital
Beltway North. Stay on I-495 until
southbound George Washington
Memorial Parkway.

Junction
with
byway:

George Washington Parkway exit off I-495
N 38.963¡W 77.181¡[?]
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Road Trip:
Follow in George Washington's Footsteps
Departure: Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens, Virginia

Destination: Turkey Run Park, Virginia

Time to allow: 1 day

Follow in George WashingtonÕs footsteps and journey back in time. YouÕll start at Mount
Vernon, WashingtonÕs home for over 45 years.

Day 1
¥ Start: Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens

¥ Stop 1:Fort Hunt Park

From
previous
stop:

6 minutes / 2.71mi (4.3km)

Directions: Go east on George Washington Memorial Parkway and drive for
1.8 miles before turning left onto Vernon View Drive, then make
a right onto Fort Hunt Drive to end at Fort Hunt Park.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

30 minutes

Enjoy a day at Fort Hunt Park, which has a history that stretches back to the
1890's. Once a fort and then later a Prisoner of War camp, there is much history
to be found here.
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¥ Stop 2:Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve

From
previous
stop:

8 minutes / 4.89mi (7.8km)

Directions: Go east on Fort Hunt Road toward Winthrop Drive, then make a
right onto George Washington Memorial Parkway. After 4.1
miles, end at Dyke Marsh.

Visit one of the largest tidal freshwater marshes along the shores of the Potomac
River.

¥ Stop 3:Jones Point Lighthouse

From
previous
stop:

7 minutes / 2.67mi (4.3km)

Directions: Go north on George Washington Memorial Parkway toward
Belle View Blvd, drive for 1.8 miles before turning right onto
Green St, then make a right onto S. Royal St. After .1 miles, turn
left onto Jones Point Drive.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

15 minutes

Visit the Jones Point Lighthouse, which has been standing since 1866.
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¥ Stop 4: Old Town Alexandria
From
previous
stop:

5 minutes / 1.33mi (2.1km)

Directions: Go west on Jones Point Drive toward S. Royal St., then make a
right onto S. Royal St., then a left onto Green St. After .1 miles,
turn right on S. Washington St. to end in Old Town Alexandria.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

Walk on original cobblestones and take in the views of historic homes of sea
captains and colonial gentry. The same buildings that George Washington visited
in the 1700's remain standing today.

¥ Stop 5:The National Mall

From
previous
stop:

12 minutes / 6.83mi (10.9km)

Directions: Go north on S. Washington St. toward King St, then the road
turns into George Washington Memorial Parkway. Drive for 4
miles, then merge onto I-395 toward Washington, crossing over
into the District of Columbia. After 1 mile, take the 12th St exit
toward L'Enfant Promenade, and after exiting on the road, take a
right onto D St. SW, then a left onto 7th St SW to end at the
National Mall.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

2 hours

Be one of the many visitors that journey to Washington DC to find inspiration
among these primary symbols of America's Heritage.
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¥ Stop 6:LBJ Memorial Grove/Lady Bird Johnson Park

From
previous
stop:

6 minutes / 2.99mi (4.8km)

Directions: Go south on 7th St NW toward Jefferson Dr. SW, make a right
onto Independence Ave SW, then make a left onto ramp. Turn
right onto 9th St. SW and take the I-395 ramp toward Virginia.

Merge onto I-395 toward Richmond, crossing over into Virginia
and drive for 1.3 miles before taking the Boundary Channel Dr.
exit toward Pentagon North Parking. Turn right onto Boundary
Channel Drive and then take a left toward George Washington
Parkway to end at the LBJ Memorial Grove.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

30 minutes

Visit the LBJ Memorial Grove, which is home to the 19 foot, 43 ton monolith of
granite and granite markers that bear quotations from speeches of Lyndon B.
Johnson. The nearby park for Lady Bird Johnson provides excellent views.

¥ Stop 7:Arlington National Cemetery

From
previous
stop:

2 minutes / 0.87mi (1.4km)

Directions: Merge onto VA-110 N, take the ramp toward Arlington National
Cemetery, then turn left onto Memorial Drive to end at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Suggested
time at this
stop:

1 hour

Visit this quiet memorial that honors all those who have served, from the
Revolutionary War to the present military action in Iraq.
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¥ Stop 8: Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial
From previous stop: same location
Directions: Located in the same place as the Arlington National

Cemetery.

Suggested time at this
stop:

2 hours

Arlington House is the nationÕs first memorial to President Washington. The
home was built in stages between 1802 and 1818 by George Washington Parke
Custis, his slaves, and hired craftsmen. Custis was the grandson of Martha
Washington and her first husband, Daniel Custis.

At Arlington, Custis pursued his greatest passion: perpetuating the memory and
principles of President Washington. He intended his home to be a living
memorial to the President and filled it with his ÒWashington Treasury,Ó which
included china, portraits, WashingtonÕs bed and other Mount Vernon heirlooms.

While at Arlington House, visitors should plan to make a stop at Arlington
National Cemetery.

¥ Stop 9: Arlington Memorial Bridge
From
previous
stop:

2 minutes / 0.57mi (0.9km)

Directions: Go northeast on Memorial Dr., crossing over into the District of
Columbia, then enter the next roundabout and take the first exit
onto Arlington Memorial Bridge.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

20 minutes

Arlington Memorial Bridge and Memorial Drive are significant as important
elements in the neoclassical urban design of the National Capital.
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¥ Stop 10:US Marine Corps Memorial

From
previous
stop:

6 minutes / 2.63mi (4.2km)

Directions: Go northeast on Arlington Memorial Bridge and keep right on
the fork to continue on that road. Take the ramp toward Kennedy
Center, turn right onto Ohio Dr. SW, then take the E-Street ramp
toward Roosevelt Bridge.

Merge onto I-66, then onto Arlington Blvd before taking the
Rosslyn exit. Turn right onto N. Lynn St, then make another right
onto Wilson Blvd. Merge onto Jefferson Davis Hwy to end at the
Marine Corps War Memorial.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

20 minutes

Listen to the famous Marine Drum and Bugle Corps perform on Tuesdays
evenings during the summer at the US Marine Corps Memorial, which depicts
the World War II flag-raising on Iwo Jima.

¥ Stop 11:Netherlands Carillon

From previous stop: 1 minute / 0.28mi (0.4km)
Directions: Go south on Jefferson Davis Hwy, then make a right

onto Marshall Drive.

Suggested time at
this stop:

30 minutes

At the Carillon, walk around thousands of tulips and take in the enormous bell
tower, which houses fifty bells, symbolizing the Netherlands thanks to the United
States of America.
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¥ Stop 12:Theodore Roosevelt Island

From
previous
stop:

5 minutes / 2.7mi (4.3km)

Directions: Go west on Marshall Dr. toward Jackson Drive, and make right
onto N. Meade St. before merging onto Arlington Blvd. Take the
George Washington Parkway ramp toward Memorial Br, then
merge onto George Washington Memorial Parkway.

Take the exit toward Memorial Bridge, then turn right onto
Memorial Drive. Enter the next roundabout and take the 2nd exit
onto George Washington Memorial Parkway, after 1 mile, end at
Theodore Roosevelt Island.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

45 minutes

Visit Theodore Roosevelt Island, a wooded island that provides a fitting
memorial to the outdoorsman, naturalist and visionary who was 26th President of
the United States.

¥ Stop 13:Fort Marcy

From
previous
stop:

8 minutes / 5.39mi (8.6km)

Directions: Go northwest on George Washington Memorial Parkway and
after 4.9 miles, take the VA-123 N exit toward Chain Bridge.
Turn left onto Chain Bridge Rd to end at Fort Macy Park.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

35 minutes

Discover preserved earthworks left over from the circular defense system around
Washington, SC during the Civil War.
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¥ Stop 14:Claude Moore Colonial Farm

From
previous
stop:

4 minutes / 1.73mi (2.8km)

Directions: Drive south on Chain Bridge Rd. toward Merrywood on the
Potomac Rd. Continue to follow the road for 1.3 miles, then
make a right onto Georgetown Pike.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

25 minutes

Come experience and view agricultural and household activities from this 18th
Century farm with livestock, hand cultivated fields and hearth fires.

¥ End: Turkey Run Park

From
previous
stop:

6 minutes / 3.73mi (6.0km)

Directions: Drive east on Georgetown Pike, make a left turn onto VA-123
and drive for 1.1 miles before making another left to take the
George Washington Memorial Parkway West ramp. Merge onto
George Washington Memorial Parkway N and drive for 2.1 miles
to end at Turkey Run Park.

Suggested
time at
this stop:

10 minutes

Enjoy one of the most spectacular spring wildflower shows in Virginia at Turkey
Run Park.
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Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled: 39.32 miles / 62.9 km

Total Travel Time: 1 hour 18 minutes

Total Stopping Time: 11 hours 20 minutes
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